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4% To build, to plant, whatever you intend, 

« To rear the column, or the arch to bend, 

« To ſwell the terrace, or to fink the grot 

« In all, let Nature never be forgot. 

& But treat the Goddeſs like a modeſt fair, 

«© Nor over-dreſs, nor leave her wholly bare.” 
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& Would I had never married; for now, methinks, 
« I've bound up for myſelf a weight of cares; 
«© And how the burthen will be borne, none knows. 


” Ip Caſſimer wiſhes to ſee me!” exclaimed 
Phedora mentally, after twice reading the 
letter: * it is doubtful then, even to his 
mother, if he wiſhes to ſee me ! perhaps he 
will not wiſh it—well, I ſhall be then ſpgred a 
great deal of pain, and the Counteſs will be 
ſatisfied.” And ſhe now experienced an 
emotion - of diſpleaſure towards Madame 
Rectzizi, which ſhe had never before allowed 
herſelf to indulge, 
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The Baroneſs returned a written anſwer to 
the letter of her friend, the import of which 
Phedora felt an earneſt deſire to be acquainted 
with: but her lively hoſteſs was ſilent reſpect- 
ing it, and ſhe had not ſufficient courage, 
even to give the moſt diſtant hint, of the 
anxious curioſity that occupied her mind. 


She paſſed every hour, until Caſſimir was 
expected, in an inquietude that would not 
admit of reſt, and it then increaſed to an 
agitation ſo powerful and oppreſſive, that the 
Baroneſs, in compaſſion to her feelings, left 
her to herſelf, that ſne might be ſpared the 
painful effort of endeavouring to control 
them. She heard, at length, the voice of 
Rectzizi, for which ſhe had been ſometime 
liſtening in breathleſs ſilence, and diſtinguiſhed 
the ſound of the door of Madame Hartfen's 
uſual ſitting room fhutting after him. 


« Now then,” exclaimed ſhe, -© he is 
explaining to her the purport of this viſit, 
which the Counteſs has ſo unexpectedly 
| admitted 
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admiited of: he knows I am in the. houſe, 
and, if he wiſhes to ſee me, I am allowed to 
appear before him.“ 


In a quarter of an hour ſhe again heard 
Rectzizi's voice uttering a farewell compli- 


ment to the Baroneſs : her heart fluttered, 


and it ſunk below its uſual region, when, 
inſtead of beholding him enter the apartment 
where ſhe fat, ſhe heard his ſledge drive from 


the door. Her ſoul ſickened, and ſhe re- 


peated mechanically, © he does not wiſh to ſee 
me! Madame Hartfen conſiderately allowed 
her time to recover from her emotion, before 
ſhe required her company: but ſhe then ſaw, 
with a compaſſion ſhe was obliged to repreſs, 
that Phedora had been weeping with bitter- 
neſs, and ſuffered much from her uſeleſs efforts 
to ſubdue her ſorrow, _ 


When Ivan came, ſhe haſtily declared her 
inability to ſee him, and ruſhing out of the 
room, flew to her chamber, where ſhe ſhut 
herſelf in, The Baroneſs judged very pro- 
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perly, that this was not a moment propitious 
to young Leuhaupt, and re ſolutehy withſtood 
his requeſt, to ſend to Phedora, to petition 
admittance to her preſence for two minutes. 
She tutored him good humouredly upon his 
impetuoſity, and then more ſeriouſly per- 
ſuaded him to try the effect of a gentler and 
more ſilent homage. 


“ Counteſs Rectzizi, added ſhe, © has 
informed me, as you may ſuppoſe, of your 
attachment to this lovely girl; do not let it 
hurry you into ſolicitations too often repeated : 
her diſpoſition is mild and amiable ; but theſe 
are preciſely the deſcription of tempers that 
are ruffled with the leaſt impunity.” 

ce And do you affirm,” aſked Ivan, eagerly, 
« that I might then ſucceed ?”” 

c So becauſe, from mere charity,” 
returned the Baroneſs, © I try to put you 
into the right path when I ſee you bewildered, 
you inſiſt upon making me reſponſible, that 
it will lead you directly to your object !—no, 
my good friend, obſerve that I merely direct 
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you to the beſt of my judgment, and anſwer 
for nothing further.“ 


l Ivan looked rather diſappointed, and find- j 
ing that he could not prevail with her to ſend 
his importunate entreaty to Phedora, departed 
with the double vexation of not being able to 
ſee her, and believing that ſhe was indiſpoſed. 


In the latter ſuppoſition he was not much 
miſtaken ; for the half ſuppreſſed uneaſineſs 
that agitated her ſpirits, produced a correſ- 
ponding diſorder of frame, and it was ſome 
days before ſhe was able to quit her chamber, 
The Baroneſs, during this time, evinced a 
tenderneſs of diſpoſition Phedora had ſup- 
poſed incompatible with the extreme vivacity @, 
of her temper; and this proof of her excel- 
lence of heart, endeared her inexpreſſibly to 
the grateful object of her cares. 


Madame Rectzizi hearing of the ſituation 
of Phedora from Ivan, whoſe fears and 
anxiety magnified the evil, inſtantly flew to 
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the habitation of her friend, with an uneaſy 
conſciouſneſs ſhe could ſcarcely endure. 
The pale and melancholy countenance of the 
invalid ſhocked her, and thoſe tears that dropt 
unfelt and unheeded from her eyes, on behold- 


ing the Counteſs, appeared to reproach her 


with cruelty. Madame Rectzizi had, how- 
ever, the conſolation of knowing that the 
Baroneſs attended her intereſting charge with 
the utmoſt care, and that ſhe expreſſed an 
attachment for her, ſuch as ſhe ſaid herſelf, 
ſhe could not have imagined it poſſible for an 


' Intimacy of ſo ſhort a date to have produced, 


The Counteſs, on leaving the houſe, pro- 
miſed, unſolicited, that ſhe would return the 
next day, accompanied by Ulmeri, who 
longed, he ſaid, to embrace her young 
friend. Phedora was delighted with this 
indulgence, for, next to beholding Caſſimir, 
ſhe was moſt pleaſed with, the idea of ſeeing 
his ſiſter. She ſcarcely hoped for an oppor- 
tunity of diſcloſing to her the ſhock ſhe had 
ſuſtained, from the negle& of Rectizi to uſe 
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the permiſſion he muſt have received; for 
though ſhe imagined ſhe had cruſhed every 
wiſh of being united to him, the ſuppoſition 
of being again, and forever perhaps, thought 
of with contempt and averſion, was too cruel 
to be ſuſtained with any fortitude, 


As ſhe had imagined, the Counteſs did not 


leave her with Ulmeri a moment ; but ſhe 


experienced a more lively pleaſure than of 


late had viſited her heart, from the indulgence 
of beholding her, and being aſſured, that the 
affection of her young friend was hke her 
own, undiminiſhed. The time appeared to 
glide rapidly away, as each caſt on the other 
thoſe expreſſive glances they both longed to 
tranſlate into more intelligible language. 


At length Madame Rectzizi reminded her 
daughter, that they muſt return to Moſcow 
before ſun-ſet. Ulmeri ſighed, and Phedora 
re-echoed it as they roſe to leave her. She 
kiſſed a hand of each, and faintly aſked when 
ſhe ſhould again be ſo honoured, | 
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« J fear,” returned the Counteſs, © it 
will be ſome time before I can again fee 


you: the Count ſets off to-morrow for 


Smolenſko, on affairs of importance: Ulmeri 
and myſelf accompany him, but we return to 
Moſcow almoſt immediately, and I ſhall not 
fail to inform myſelf of your health, my dear 
child, the firſt hour in which we are re- eſtab- 
liſhed in our own houſe.” 


Phedora expreſſed her gratitude for a con- 


deſcenſion ſo unmerited ; though ſhe could 


not help internally obſerving, that the Coun- 
teſs evaded her queſtion : her-eyes followed 
them wiſtfully to the fledge, and when it was 


out of ſight, ſhe could not refrain from weep- 


ing, from an' apprehenſion that a long period 


- would elapſe, before ſhe ſhould again behold 
poor Ulmeri. 


The Baroneſs gently rallied her prompt 
tears, and when ſhe had ſucceeded in making 
them diſappear, good humouredly exerted 


* herſelf to amuſe the mind of Phedora, and 


detach 
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detach her thoughts from the object that too 
much occupied them. Inſenſibly ſhe gained 
her attention, and having once fixed it, ſoon 
led her to converſe upon diffuſive ſubjects, 


By degrees Phedora dropped the ſettled ex- 


preſſion of chagrin that had marked her coun- 
tenance, and, though far from being happy, 


ſhe ſoon learned to think of Caſſimir Rectzizi 


as of one whom fate had not deſtined for her; 
though accident had ſo often and ſo ſingularly 
placed him acroſs her path in life. She 
became compoſed, at times even cheerful, 
and in her turn charmed the Baroneſs, by a 
diſplay of ſentiments and ideas above her 
years; and, as Madame Hartfen imagined, 
above the opportunities of cultivation that 
could poſſibly have offered. 


The Counteſs had repreſented to her, 
Mr. Leuhaupt as the beſt of human creatures, 
with a heart of primitive excellence, and 
manners coevally ſimple; and ſhe had no 


idea that the man who could fix his reſidence 
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in an humble village, careleſs of the buſy 
ſcenes he left behind, and, content to be 
unknown, ſhould poſſeſs a mind that ſoared 
far above the ſituation he filled, a ſoundneſs 
of judgment tempered by experience, a fund 
of natural ſenſe and acquired knowledge, and 
a brilliancy of imagination capable of diffu- 
ſing itſelf in wit, but that it was intrenched 
and guided by reaſon and refleftion.—So 
little apt are we all to conceive a union of 


acquirements and inherent talents, with ſimple 


untutored goodneſs of nature ! 


Pzhedora and her lively hoſteſs felt each 
day a warmer ſentiment of eſteem for each 
other, The vivacity of the Baroneſs never 


degenerated into levity or folly; and the 


calm ſweetneſs of Phedora was far removed 
from the flat inſipidity that ever preſents to 
the ſatiated eye and ear, the ſame unifo. mity 
of dullneſs, N 


Ivan was again admitted to her preſence 
but the hints Madame Hartfen had thrown 
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out, operated ſo much upog-hig*mind, that 
he no longer tormented Phedora with his 
uſual mercileſs and unceaſing importunity : 
the change benefitted himſelf as well as her, 
for he had now leiſure to diſplay thoſe amiable 
qualities his impetuoſity 10 much. obſcured, 
The Baroneſs became greatly intereſted in 
his favour, and as Phedora had voluntarily 
opened her heart to her, ſhe ventured to uſe 
ker influence in his behalf, in arguments at 
once zealous and founded in reaſon. 


« With Caſſimir Rectzizi, my dear young 
friend, ſaid ſhe, © you could not have been 
happy, had he perſevered in wiſhing to make 
you his wife: his father and his mother, 
whom he ſo fondly loves, oppoling the choice 
he made, not from your deficiency of fortune, 
but the equally accidental circumſtance. of 
not being deſcended from. people with a noiſy 
name. Pardon me that I mention to you fo 
freely thoſe abſurd impediments to the hap- 
pineſs of many honeſt folks: you have luckily 
a ſoul that needs not a letter of credit from 
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your great grand- father, to excite admiration 
and reſpe&t.—I know not, indeed, if your 
great grandaughter ſhould be a croſs, crooked 
ideot, whether ſhe would not be juſtified in 
endeayouring to perſuade the world if ſhe 
could, to think otherwiſe, by getting your 
perfections handed down to her upon record. 
But let me return to the ſubject from which 
I am rambling. The Counteſs 1s an excel- 


lent woman, but ſhe inh-rits from her parents 


2 little of the Poliſh pride, which now and 
then peeps up amongſt her many virtues. I 
know ſomething of her family: perhaps you 
have heard that they mean to make Caſſimir 
their heir, and, procure him, with a brilliant 


alliance, one of the moſt reſpected titles in 


Poland, when Auguftus ſhall be re-eſtabliſned 
en the throne, an event which we daily look 
for. Think then, my dear Phedora, what a 


focus of acrimony and reſentment any perſons 


muſt become, however amiable and deſer- 
ving, who ſhould preſume to overturn ſuch 
ſplendid dreams of magnificence and gran- 
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Phedora could not refuſe her conviction to 
this argument: ſhe wiſhed to change the 
ſubject of diſcourſe; yet, before it dropped, 
ſhe could not forbear inquiring if Caſſimir 
were acquainted with this plan. 


ce have not heard that part of the ſtory,” 
replied the Baroneſs, ſmiling archly; “ ſup- 
poſe, however, I were to tell you that he 
did, is there not another queſtion, nqw ready 
to ſucceed the firſt?“ 


Phedora bluſhed, and was ſilent. 


cc J am at this moment much inclined,” 
purſued the Baroneſs, © to ſet before thoſe 
charming eyes, by way of contra- diſtinction, 
all tke comforts, the ſatisfactions, the pleaſing 
proſpects, of which your encouragement of 
my delightful hot-brained Ivan, affords fo 
fair a perſpective. Suppole yourſelf united 
to him—nay, I inſiſt upon your ſuppoſing ac 
for five minutes—and 'the good -Count and 
Counteſs, eager to throw into your cup of 
felicity 
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| felicity, thoſe - little glittering, paltry, bur 

| . eſſential drops that trickle ſparingly through 

| the fingers of fortune, when ſhe holds her 
hand over modeſt merit; but which ſhe often 
pours, with unſparing prodigality, on the 
heads of fools, and wretches who deſerve to 
be ſtretched upon the wheel round which-ſhe 
whirls. The beneficence of the Rectzizi's, 
1 you have then the power of diſpenſing to thoſe 
f good creatures —. 

« Ah, Madam!” interrupted Phedora, 
« do not go on: how painful is it to have 
ene's reaſon. convinced, whilſt the heart 
ſtruggles to oppoſe conviction !” 

« And de not you, my young friend,” 
ſaid Madame Hartfen, © allow. yourſelf to 
be governed by a weakneſs thus acknowled- 
ged and condemned.“ 


— — — — | Sn” 


She then ſuffered the argument to drop, 
and ſoon after left Phedora to muſe over it; 
not without ſome expectation that it would 
have the effect ſhe wiſhed, 


The 
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The time which the Counteſs had announ- 
ced for the return of her ſamily to Moſcow, 
was now elapſed, and no tidings had yet been 
received of them, Madame Hartfen became 
uneaſy, and Phedora obſerving it, inſtantly 
caught the alarm: at length, however, intel- 
ligence reached them, through young Leu- 
haupt, that the Count had been unexpectedly 
detained at Smolenſko, and was then pro- 
ceeding on his way to Poland, inſtead of 
returning, as he imagined he ſhould have 
done, to Moſcow. 


Fvan had gathered this account from a con- 
fidential ſervant of the family, who had 
accompanied them in their journey, and had 
been ſent back to take proper care of the 
Ruſſian effects thus haſtily abandoned, and 
bring the intelligence to the friends. of the 
Count and Counteſs. ; 


Madame Hartfen immediately ſent to 
Caſſimir, who was ſtill at Moſcow with his 
regiment, for a confirmation of. this news, 
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and her meſſenger returned with a packet of 
letters from the Counteſs and Ulmeri, to 
Phedora, and the friend upon whoſe protec- 
tion ſhe was now ſo entirely thrown. | 


Rectzizi wrote a few words to the Baroneſs, 
importing, that his duty prevented him from 
preſenting to her in perſon, the letters from 
his mother and ſiſter, with which her ſervant 
was Charged. 


« You will doubtleſs learn,“ added he, 
tc from my mother, that ſhe has ordered a 
ſum of rubles to be depoſited with me, as the 
portion of Phedora Rubenſki, when ſhe 
marries Lieutenant Leuhaupt: I entreat you 
to inform her, that whenever it is claimed, 
either by herſelf, or Mr, Leuhaupt, I ſhall 
very readily reſign it.“ 


The Baroneſs did not think proper to ſhow 

this billet to her young companion, and put 
it into her pocket without any comment, to 
read the letter of Madame Rectzizi: it men- 
? 2 tioned, 


PHEDORA, 17 


tioned, with regret, the abruptneſs of her 
unexpected departure from the Ruſſian domi- 
nions, as it precluded any poſſibility of her 
taking leave of two perſons ſo dear to her. 
The immediate neceſſity of the Count's pre- 
ſence in Poland, from ſome important inti- 
mations he had received at Smolenſko, ſhe 
repeated as the cauſe of this unforeſeen 
meaſure. 


The Counteſs then ſpoke of the ſituation 
of Phedora, thus inevitably committed to 
her ſole protection. 


6 make not any apologies,” ſhe wrote, 
ce for what circumſtances have compelled 
me to do: the goodneſs and generoſity of 
your heart would be outraged by it; and I 
mult ſtill hope that ſhe will give poor Ivan a 
title to the guardianſhip I have thus uninten- 
tionally forced upon you. At any rate the 
good Leuhaupt will ſoon be at Moſcow, and 
you can then conſult with him as to the diſ- 
poſal of your ward, ſhould any event induce 

you 
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you, in deſpite of your own inclinations, to 
relinquiſh her. Caſſimir has, in charge for 
her, five hundred rubles, which I Tpoke of to 
him, as a marriage portion: but they are 
her's without conditions, and I beg of you, 
as circumſtances occur, to make uſe of them 
for her.“ 


The letters of Ulmeri and her mother to 
Phedora, were expreſſive of friendſhip and 
regret at their unlooked-for ſeparation, which 
the Counteſs explained the neceſſity of in 
general terms, 


te J have confided you,” concluded Ma- 
dame Rectzizi, © to the care of Baroneſs 
Hartfen ; and I believe you love her too well 
to repine much at this delegation,” 


When Phedora had put away her letters, 
the Baroneſs embraced her kindly, 


* Shall we ever again,” cried ſhe, * com- 
plain of the caprices of fortune, ſince ſhe has 
| thus 
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thus ſo good-humouredly thrown two people 
in the way of each other, with ſentiments and 
natures not uncongenial, however their tem- 
pers may differ, and with ſo much inclination 
to be reciprocally pleaſed: at leaſt it is fo with 
me, and if you can make the fame declara- 
tion with equal truth, you will not quarrel 


with the occaſion that calls our friends into 
Poland.” 


Phedora felt all the delicacy of this ſpeech, 
with an emotion of gratitude and admiration 
ſhe could not control ; but before ſhe could 
expreſs them, Madame Hartfen had vaniſh- 
ed, nor would the, when they again met, hear 
a word of acknowledginent, 


A week now glided by in compoſure, 
undiſturbed but by a few fallies of impa- 
tience on the part of Ivan, who began to loſe 
his temper at the continued indifference of 
Phedora. The Baroneſs, however, terrified 
him into more patience, by reminding him 
that indifference might not be ſo inimical to 
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his hopes as averſion and confirmed diſguſt : 
this hint again calmed him, and another 
week paſſed on more ſmoothly. 


At the end of that time, Madame Hart- 


fen, rather ſooner than ſhe had expected, 


heard from her huſband, that a few days would 
bring him to Moſcow, where he deſired ſhe 


would meet him, as it was uncertain. how 


long he ſhould remain there, and it would 


be very inconvenient to him to reſide at the 
hut in which ſhe ſequeſtered herſelf, 


© This is indeed a ſovereign mandate,” 
faid the Baroneſs, with eaſy indifference, 


« but I am very much in doubt whether I 
ſhall obey it.“ 


She then communicated the intelligence to 
Phedora, who felt diſtreſſed from an appre- 
henſion, that the irreſolution of Madame 


Hartfen originated in her: but on diſcovering 


her uneaſineſs, ſhe immediately removed it, 
by aſſurances that it was ill founded. 


After 
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After a little heſitation, however, the Baro- 
neſs determined to remove to Moſcow, 1n 
obedience to the with of her huſband,” and 
left to Phedora the choice of remaining at the 

hut, as the Baron ſtiled her houſe, or of 
accompanying her; though ſhe intimated at 
the ſame time, that ſhe ſhould be moſt 
pleaſed not to loſe her ſociety. 


Phedora earneſtly entreated Madame Hart- 


fen to decide for her, as her own convenience 
directed. 


« I ſhould have thought,” replied ſhe, 
ſmiling, “you might have diſcovered before 
this, that my convenience generally gives 
way to the gratification of my inclinations 
and whims: at preſent, however, they all 
agree pretty well, and if you have not any ob- 
jection to urge againſt it, we will go toge- 
ther to Moſcow.” 


Phedora readily aſſented, for ſhe had not 
been much delighted with the idea that 
immediately 
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immediately occurred to her, of receiving 
the viſits of Ivan, in the abſence of her lively 


friend, which ſhe was ſenſible he would not 
be prevailed upon to forego, 


The next day he was made acquainted with 
their intended change of reſidence, and was 
pleaſed with the opportunities it promiſed, of 
being more frequently with Phedora; yet he 
felt an emotion of jealouſy on reflecting, that 
at Moſcow, Rectzizi would have a greater 
chance of ſeeing her, 


The Baroneſs quitted her habitation at the 
time mentioned by her huſband for his arri- 
val, and removed to the houſe of a ruſs 
friend, which he had marked out to her as his 


place of reſidence at Moſcow. The owner 
of the manſion was fortunately abſent, and 


Madame Hartfen. rejoicing at the circum- 
ſtance, eſtabliſhed herſelf in as much comfort 
as her own ingenuity, with ſome little aſfiſt- 
ance ſhe obtained from her ruſs ſervants, 
Joined to the indefatigable efforts of Phedora, 

could 
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could produce. Nearly a week paſſed, how- 
ever, before the Baron appeared; and in this 

time Phedora had leiſure to reflect, with con- 
ſiderable uneaſineſs, upon the interruption 
his preſence was likely to give to the calm 
into which the amiable temper of Madame 
Hartfen had ſoothed her mind into. 


Atlength he arrived, accompanied by two 
officers of rank; the one a ruſs, the other of 
his own country. Phedora trembled, and 
the Baroneſs laughed at the boiſterous ſtretch 
of voice with which he made the houſe echo, 
before he had entirely ſtepped over the firſt 
threſhold: it was ſome minutes after this 
opening, ere he entered the apartment, in 
which Madame Hartfen very quiefly awaited 
him; where the firſt object that ſtruck his 
obſervation, whilſt he was diſpoſing of ſome 
portable baggage that encumbered his hands, 
was the figure of Phedora; and one more 
lovely the eyes of Baron Hartfen had never 
encountered. His aſtoniſhment at a viſion 
ſo unexpected, ſuſpended the action in which 
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he was engaged, and an enormous pair of 
boots he was carefully depoſiting near the 
ſtove, in order- t& thaw ſome part of the 


frozen greeſe that caſed them and rendered 


their conſiſtency rather too rigid, no longer 
occupied his whole attention, 


* 


The Baroneſs, whom he had not yet 


noticed, placed herſelf, with a ſudden motion, 


before the bluſhing Phedora; and faluting 
him with an cxpreſſive nod of recognition, 
preſented a countenance of ſuch irreſiſtible 
irony, that he felt compleatly diſconcerted; 
but recollected himſelf almoſt inſtantly, fo 
far as to repair his negligent omiſſion, and 
then enquired by what favourable turn of 
fortune ſhe was ſo agreeably accompanied. 


« This young lady, my good friend,” 
replied Madame Hartfen, © is a ward of the 
Count and Counteſs Rectzizi, who were a 
little while back very unexpectedly recalled 
to Poland, and made me a preſent of this 


ſweet girl, until their return to Moſcow ? 
The 


. 
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The Baron expreſſed much pleaſure at ſo 
charming an acquiſition: but happening to 
mention the word gueſt in the courſe of his 
compliment, he recollected thoſe he had 
brought with him, and thought proper to 
aſk his ſervants what had become of them. 
The ruſs, it appeared, had walked out, after 
ſeeing his baggage properly diſpoſed of; and 
the German had taken poſſeſſion of the moſt 
commodious apartment, which happened 
unfortunately to be that of Madame Hartfen, 
where he was quietly reſigning himſelf to 
repoſe, after a journey of three days and 
nights, in which the travellers had met with 
a few miſadventures, that had nearly annihi- 
lated the Baron and his boots: of theſe, the 
molt lamentable was the breaking down of 
the fledge, which occaſioned the loſs of 
ſeveral bottles of excellent brandy with 
which it was ſtored, and compelled the trio 
of friends to walk nearly twenty verſts over 
the frozen ſnow, 
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The Baroneſs learning the uſurpation of 
her unknown gueſt, remonſtrated with her 
huſband upon the injuſtice of it; but as he 
appeared unwilling to rectify the error of his 
companion, ſhe was obliged to undertake the 
taſk herſelf, which ſhe executed with all the 
activity and diſpatch ſo natural to her; and the 
ſomniferous German was diſlodged in a 
ſhorter time than he had taken to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in his diſputed quarters. 


« How is this, Major?” cried Baron 
Hartfen, when he made his appearance : 
ce is it poſſible that you, of all men, ſhould 
be ſo imprudent as to march, with your eyes 
ſhut, into an unknown territory, and take a 
poſt you could not maintain, though you 
were without the means of an honourable 


retreat? 


The poor Major, extremely diſcompoſed 
at the event of the buſineſs, made an aukward 
apology to Madame Hartfen, importing that 
he was entirely ignorant of the pleaſure that 

awaited 
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awaited him of beholding her, and that he 
imagined the houſe, before the arrival of his 
friends and himſelf, had been merely occu- 
pied by ſervants. The Baroneſs readily 
admitted the excuſe, and to prevent any fur- 
ther miſtake, aſſigned to each of her huſband's 
companions the beſt accommodations the 
houſe of a Ruſs afforded, without intrench- 
ing, however, upon thoſe ſhe had been at 


the trouble of ſecuring for herſelf and 
Phedora, 


The Baron had ſcarcely thrown off his 
travelling dreſs, and experienced the com- 
torts of warmth and reſt, before he eagerly 
called for ſome caſe bottles of a liqueur his 
favourite ſervant had in charge, which he 
pronounced divine: a ſentence the German 
and the Ruſſian who had been introduced, 
eagerly and equally confirmed. Madame 
Hartfen very eaſily imagining how this 
concurrent approbation would end, took 
Phedora by the hand, and immediately with- 
drew; though a ſort of remonſtrance from her 
huſband, the beginning only of which ſhe 

C2 heard, 
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heard, ſeemed deſigned to detain them: 
the Baroneſs continued to retreat, however, 
and having taken refuge in her own apart- 
ment, exclaimed to Phedora, 


« Have I not reaſon, think you, to regret 
my retirement? I have hitherto denied my- 
ſelf the pleaſure of preſenting you with a 
portrait of my huſband ; but it appears that 
he does not feel averſe from favouring you 
with a very exact repreſentation of himſelf; 
he is haſtening to give the laſt touches to the 
picture, and in about two hours I judge, or 
three at moſt, Baron Hartfen will produce him- 
ſelf highly coloured and compleatly finiſhed.” 


The Baroneſs had begun with more gra- 
vity than ſhe uſually betrayed ; but as ſhe 
ended her ſpeech with her wonted vivacity, 
Phedora did not repreſs the ſmile that 
hovered round her lips. 


« J ſhall get back to my hut,” added 
Madame Hartfen, after a pauſe, © as ſoon 


as 
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as poſHble : I am not likely to be moleſted 
there; and I think I may venture to pro- 
nounce, that young as you are, after you 
have paſſed two or three days in the ſociety 
we ſhall be bleſſed with here, you will not 
re pine at the ſccluſion.“ 

« How can I even allow of the word, 
Madam,” ſaid Phedora, affectionately, 
« whilſt I preſerve your company and 
friendſhip, which ſooth, delight and expand 
my mind: when my evil deſtiny ſeparates 
me from you, I ſhall indeed feel ſecluded, 
but not till then.” 

] hope the period wilb be a diſtant one,” 
replied the Baroneſs, “ unleſs indeed—I 
wonder much that we have not ſeen Ivan to- 
day!“ 

« He 1s probably acquainted with the 
arrival of the Baron,“ returned Phedora, 
« and thinks it an improper time to impor- 
tune you with his preſence.” 

6 Certainly his preſence,” cried the Baro- 
neſs ironically, © might have interrupted 
the tenderneſs of our meeting, and awakened 
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to jealouſy the acute feelings of this delicate 
Hartfen. Tell me, my dear Phedora,” 
added ſhe, laughing, © what do you think 
of—of his boots? — Hark! as I hope for 
eternal peace, the enchanting trio are ſinging! 
That horrible compoſition of uncouth ſounds, 
that repreſents to my imagination the hideous 
and frightful - wailing of an old bear driven 
out to ſea upon a piece of ice, is, I ſuppoſe, 
the warbling of the accompliſhed Ruſs.“ 


Phedora had been for a moment rather 
alarmed at this uncommon noiſe, and now 
could not help being extremely entertained 
with the interpretation and ſimile of the lively 
Madame Hartfen, who amuſed herſelf and 
her companion the whole eveniag, with a 
ſtring of comments, that ſometimes obliquely 
glanced at the auguſt Baron himſelf, and 
wounded him, without mercy, in the perſons 
of his friends. 


Phedora had ſeen enough to juſtify the 
ſentiments of the Baroneſs for her huſband ; 


yet 
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yet though ſhe was compelled to laugh at 
the comic form in which, they had been 
betrayed to her, ſhe felt hurt that a confidence 
of ſuch importance, half tacit as it was, 
ſhould have been made with ſo little caution, 
or even have been made at all, by one for 
whom her partiality and affection had hitherto 
daily increaſed with the entire aſſent of her 
judgment. | 


The Baroneſs faw the penſive reſerve 
that gradually ſtole over her features, and 
was not long in diſcovering the cauſe of it, 


c My good Phedora,” ſaid ſhe, with leſs 
gaiety of aſpect, © you are at this moment, 
I perceive, arraigning and condemning me, 
for what is, in fact, the effect of my greateſt 
merit: my affections, my reſentments, my 


wiſhes, and my diſappointments, like my 


temper, are lively and ardent; to ſubjugate 
all theſe, as in turns they have prevailed, is 
a taſk I have, with difficulty, accompliſhed. 
Strange though it may ſeem to you, I once 
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experienced the moſt enthuſiaſtic fondneſs 
for the man, who met me a few hours ſince 
with ſo perfect an apathy : when I firſt knew 
him, a good figure and the bloom of youth 
recommended him to the eye; a pleaſing 
frankneſs, liberality of ſentiment, generoſity 
of diſpoſition, and ſweetneſs of tem per, were 
his paſi»orts to my heart: I could not then 
foreſee that his own would be in riper years 
ſo unguardedly open to the torrent of dege- 
nerate folly that now pervades it. 


c Until he entered into the ſervice of the 
Ruſſian Monarch, I retained ſome little 
influence over him ; but from the moment he 
attracted the attention of the Czar, and 
became one of the favoured companions of 
his riotous hours; I loſt my laſt hold upon 
him, and unwillingly gave him up to the 
brutal degeneracy which he quickly con- 


tracted with theſe vile Ruſſians. The diſ- 


turbances in Poland prevented me from 
reſiding there, which I had much wiſhed ; 


and thus compelled to take up my abode 1n 
theſe 
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theſe dominions, I found unoccupied the 
little manſion, where I became acquainted 
with your ſtory, and with thoſe gentle and 
womanly virtues, for which I love and eſteem 
you. The Baron calls my habitation a hut, 
and ſneers at the confinement of my taſtes; 
but I believe he finds it extremely convenient 
that I ſhouid not extend them beyond what 
they are. 


« have now learnt to review my deſtiny 
with calmneſs and reſignation : I no longer 
torment my huſband with remonſtrances, 
which would only augment the evil; and as 
] cannot obtain the happineſs my youthful 
imagination had depicted, I have induſtriouſly 
ſearched for a ſubſtitute, and found one in 
the powers of my own mind, which led me, 
by the moſt painful efforts, to expel thoſe 
ſtormy paſſions, that tyranniling by turns, 
filled it with anarchy and mulery, - ' Amidit 
the honours of ſuch a triumph, do not, my 
dear Phedora, conſider too ſeriouſly the 
weakneſs that ſtill impels me, at intervals, to 

C 5 ſatirize 


— — — — — 4 


138 nf K 
PPP 


_ arc — 


1 
1 . 


5 
” . I 4 
— 


1 


34 PHEDORA. 


ſatirize the faults and follies which have 
wrecked the flattering viſions and gay hopes 
of my early years. It ts not to every one, 
believe me, I would thus explain my paſt, 
or my preſent ſentiments: but young as you 
are, I have not failed to diſcern in you a 
juſtneſs of idea and ſtrength of judgment I 


much admire, and which have, indeed, ex- 


torted from me this long apology, I would 
not chuſe to ſuffer in your opinion materially, 
from the gaicty I have this evening indulged; 
for, my dear Phedora, I love, and honour as 
well as love you ; when therefore you unwil- 
lingly obſerve in me any too-apparent levity 
of carriage towards Baron Hartfen, call to 
my juſtification, in your well regulated mind, 
the little explanation and detail I have now 
given you, and think, for a moment, what 
would be the keenneſs of your own ſenfa- 
tions, were you to experience a diſappoint- 
ment ſo bitter, from the object of your 
tendereſt love, with whom you had entruſted 
every hope of happineſs; and think not too 
hardly of me, that I have converted them 
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to ſubjects of irony, half ſerious and half 
jeſting.“ 


Every veſtige of cheerfulneſs fled from the 
countenance of the Baroneſs, as ſhe pro- 
nounced this laſt ſentence, and Phedora, 
unable to ſpeak from a variety of emotions, 
could only, by the moſt expreſſive looks 
and careſſes, explain the commiſeration that 
produced her tears. The noiſy revels of the 
Baron and his companion ſtill continued, but 
Madame Hartfen, unuſually grave, no longer 
heard or re marked them; and Phedora, who 
reproached herſelf with having given birth 
to unpleaſing reflections, yet not knowing 


what to ſay upon a ſubje& fo delicate, was 
diſtreſſed and unealy. 


The Baroneſs, at length, perceived her 
inquietude, and gently preſſing her hand, 


© Be not diſcompoſed,” faid ſhe, * by 
what you have juſt heard: my tranſient 
gloom will ſoon diſſipate, and our friendſhip 
C 6 be 
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be the better cemented by the entire con- 
fidence we place in each other,” 


They ſoon after parted for «he night, and 
on the next morning the Baroneſs met her 
young companion with ſmiles; though Phe- 
dora looked in vain for the unfeigned and 
exhilirating vivacity that was wont to ſparkle 
in her countenance: ſhe appeared determined, 
however, to be chearful, and Phedora exerted 
herſelf to ſecond the effort. 


The Baron was already gone out with the 
Major, and the Ruſs alone remained to inter- 
rupt the female tete a tete. He was named 
Jalgourouki, claimed the title of Prince, was 
of a commanding height, and tolerably well 
formed; but his movements were inſupport- 
ably aukward, and tediouſly ſlow, except 
when it was his turn to ſeize the goblet, filled 
with that animating liquor, ſo grateful to a 
Ruſs palate. As he entered the apartment 
where Madame Hartfen ſat, ſne caſt on Phe- 


dora a look ſo provokingly comic, and that 
marked 
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marked ſo pointedly the uncouth motions of 
her ſtupid-looking viſitor, that ſhe was 
{carcely able to reſiſt it ſufficiently to reſtrain 
her laughter: but the fear of affronting a 
friend of the Baron, checked her mirth, and 
ſhe reſolved not to glance her eyes towards 
him again, that ſhe might not be tempted to 
commir ſuch an offence. 


The ſolemn Jalgourouki not having the 
ſame reaſon to refrain from gazing at Phe- 
dora, caſt upon her every other minute, ſuch 
approving regards, that the Baroneſs, who 
perceived them, began to entertain hopes of 
extracting amuſement from his infant par- 
tiality. 


The entrance of Ivan, at length inter- 
rupted the mute tribute of applauſe which the 
Ruſs ſcemed otherwiſe inclined to extend 
beyond the patience of Phedora, who, though 
ſhe could not gueſs how his eyes were em- 
ployed, was meditating a retreat to her own 

apartment, 
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apartment, to finiſh reading a Poliſh book of 
poems Madame Hartfen had lent to her. 


The pleaſure of young Leuhaupt, on 
again beholding her, after an interval of two 
days, was rather dampt on obſerving the 
preſence of Jalgourouki, whom he had miſ- 
taken for the Baron, till Madame Hartfen 
undeccived him, by announcing the name 
and title of the Ruſs. His apprehenſive 
jealouſy immediately ſuggeſted to him, that 
the Prince would become a rival, ſupported by 
the recommendation of his German friend: to 
inflict therefore in his turn ſome of the pain he 
felt, Ivan took the hand of Phedora, and to en- 
gage her to liſten with ſeeming intereſt, to what 
he uttered with a low voice, he ſpoke of his 
father and Catherine, whom he told her he 
hourly expected at Moſcow. The expedient 
ſucceeded to his wiſh, for ſhe inſtantly gave 
him her whole attention, and when he ceaſed, 
inquired, with earneſtneſs, when he had 
heard this delightful news: a queſtion which 
rather embarraſſed him, becauſe he had not 
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learnt, in fact, a ſyllable of the near approach 
he ſo confidently talked of, or indeed received 


any intelligence ſince Count Rectzizi had ſet 
off for Poland. 


Phedora miſconſtruing the reaſon of his 


heſitation, inſtantly conceived an idea that 
they were already arrived, and that Ivan was 
endeavouring to break the news to her: 
tranſported with the ſuppoſition, ſhe forgot 
the preſence of Jalgourouki, and cried out, 


c Ah, my dear Baroneſs, they are come— 
they are certainly come!“ 
„Who are come?” demanded Madame 
Hartfen, in the utmoſt ſurpriſe. 

« Tell me, Ivan,” exclaimed Phedora, 


«js it not ſo—are they not already in 


Moſcow 2?” 


« Does ſhe ſpeak” of your father and 
ſiſter,” ſaid the Baroneſs, haſtily : ** why not 


conduct them hither? fly, good Leuhaupt, 


and bring them to us.“ 


Ivan, 
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Ivan, confounded at the alarm he had fo 
cauſeleſsly given, began with a confuſed air, 
to undeceive each party; and Phedora very 
much diſappointed and vexed, could hardly 
forbear reproaching him with having raiſed 
her hopes, merely to cruſh them fo cruelly ; 
for the queſtions of the Baroneſs forced him 
to acknowledge that he was 1gnorant of the 
progrels the beloved travellers had made, 
| ſince the laſt information the Count had 
obtained. Madame Hartfen chid his un- 
thinking giddineſs, and Phedora looked 
extremely grave during the reſt of his viſit, 


The Baroneſs ſaw that he was diſappointed 
at not receiving an invitation to return, when 
his military duty was over; but ſhe forebore 
to give him one, becauſe ſne was unwilling 
to expoſe him to the danger of falling into the 
habits of the Baron, who paſſed his hours, 
after having buſtled through the buſineſs of 
the morning, in a regular and uninterrupted 
ſcene of intoxication and riot. Madame 
Hartfen could not the re fore but feel extremely 

reluctant, 
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reluctant, to ſuffer a youth of Ivan Leuhaupt's 
diſpoſition, to become a companion in her 


huſband's revelry. 


When he was gone, the Ruſs, who had 
hitherto remained very quiet, inquired to 
what regiment he belonged, and of what 
nation he was, The Baroneſs anſwered theſe 
queſtions, and the converſation immediately 
dropt; for the Prince having nothing further 
to demand, reſumed his ſilence. 


Madame Hartfen grew exceſſively tired of 
this ſcene, and ſecretly planned to avoid it in- 
future, by breakfaſting with Phedora in her 
own apartment, inexorably refuſing admit- 
tance to any one, excepting only Ivan, of 
whoſe pretenſions ſhe meant to inform the 
Baron, 


His entrance, at length, baniſhed the ſtupid 
compoſure of Jalgourouki, who was boiſte- 
rouſly rallied for preferring the vicinity of 
the ſtove, to the ledge: he defended him- 

ſelf 
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ſelf with all the addreſs he was maſter of, and 
then inquired what was become of their 
friend the Major. 


« He has encountered,“ replied the 
Baron, © an old acquaintance, whom he has 
not ſcen many years: a German officer in 
our ſervice ; and they have renewed friend- 
ſhip, ſo Bindorf dines with him. I met,” 
continued he, turning to the Baroneſs, 
« about an hour ſince, the ſon of Count 
Rectzizi: he is a handſome young fellow; 
but I could not prevail with him to accom- 
pany me home, to ſupply Bindorf's place this 
afternoon.” 


The countenance of Phedora changed 
more than once during this ſentence, and the 
name of Rectzizi thus unexpectedly pro- 
nounced, was to her nerves like the ſhock of 
electricity. 


ce] very much reſpect the family of the 
Count,” replied Madame Hartfen: © Cap- 
tain 
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tain Rectzizi is well acquainted with this; if 
he comes voluntarily to me, I ſhall be happy 
to ſee him, but I deteſt the idea of com- 
pelling any perſon to give me their ſociety, 
when their inclinations are abſent: let me 
entreat you, therefore, not to importune him 
further,” 


When dinner was ended, the Baroneſs 
again withdrew, notwithſtanding the loud 
expoſtulations of her huſband: he would 
not however, have much regretted her 
abſence, had ſhe not been accompanied by 
Phedora, whoſe beauty excited all the admi- 
ration and attention he could ſpare from the 
divine ligueur he failed not to recommend to 
her notice. She was not Ruſſian enough to 
allow herſelf to judge of its excellence, but 


by the commendation both Jalgourouki and 


the Baron beſtowed upon it, which Madame 
Hartfen very readily concluded to be juſt, 
ſince it actually inſpired the Ruſs with an 
animated compliment to the bright eyes of 
her pretty favourite, | 


cc My 


44 PHE DORA. 


« My dear Phedora,” cried ſhe, when 
they were alone, © I foreſee that Ivan mult 
give up thoſe ſlender hopes you have allowed 
him to retain, ſince the magnificent Prince 
Jalgourouki condeſcends to regard you with 
an eye of admiration,” 

« Dear Madam,“ returned Phedora, 
te permit me to ſay once more, that it gives 
me inexpreſſible pain to obſerve the continued 
attentions of Ivan, which I can never reward 
as he wiſhes. As for the Prince,“ added 
ſhe, ſmiling, * I believe I muſt not preſume 
to credit ſuch a flattering ſuggeſtion ; for I 
think it would require even more than your 
penetration, to diſcover any thing in his eye 
but the materials that compoſe it.“ 

« I have before now cautioned you,” 
ſaid the Baroneſs with an affected gravity, 
ce not to make ſuch violently, diſclaiming 
ſpeeches; a perſon looks ſo exceſſively 
fooliſh when they condeſcend to retract, that 


I would really adviſe you to conſider well, 


before you plunge into the dilemma.” 


Phedora, 


pHE DORA. 45 


Phedora laughing, thanked her for her 
conſiderate advice, and promiſed to remem- 


ber it with effect. 


« I am ſtill ſighing,“ reſumed Madame 
Hartfen, after a ſhort ſilence, “ to return to 
my retreat; nor do I think that you, my 
ſweet friend, would be ſorry to accompany 
me thither.“ 


Phedora warmly aſſerted that ſhe ſhould 
be delighted to do fo. 


« My prediction was well founded then,” 
continued ſhe; © a day or two hence 1 will 
venture to propoſe it to the Baron; if in 
the interim, your bright eyes have not 
diſtanced the French brandy in the imagi- 
nation of this auguſt trio, we ſhall not have 
more of their ſociety than our patience can 
digeſt.” 


Phedora, charmed with the propoſition, 
ardently withed the requeſt were already 


made and complied with. 
CHAP, 
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I had much rather ſee 
« A creſted dragon, or a baſiliſk: 
© Both are leſs poiſon to my eyes. 


* 


cc 


Look freſh and merrily, 
Let not our looks put on our purpoſes. 


Pr EDORA's attachment to the Baroneſs 
increaſed, as every hour produced inſtances 
and proofs of kindneſs almoſt maternal : her 
ready hand ſupplied with liberality every 
want of Phedora, even before ſhe herſelf 
perceived it; but ſince the little narrative of 
Madame Hartfen, ſhe received her gifts with 
pain, from a recollection of the hint ſhe had 
thrown out, that the Baron would not, or 
could not, ſpare from his income, more than 
ſufficed for her very moderate eſtabliſhment 
in his abſence, 


The 
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The Baroneſs perceived her uneaſineſs, 
and ſaw that a delicate fear of offending, 
alone prevented her from rejecting her pre- 
ſents: it immediately occurred to her, to 
remove the ſcruples of her little Rubenſki, 
by mentioning the ſun in the hands of 
Caſimir, as having been deſtine:! for her uſe 
as occaſions aroie. Phedora wept at this new 
inſtance cf bene ſicence; but it reheved her 
mind from a very uneaſy ſenſation, and 
Madame Hartfen promiſed to have recourſe 
to the depoſit, provided the ſubject were no 
more renewed: ſhe had not, however, any in- 
tention of breaking into the portion the Coun- 
teſs had aſſigned her; but the benevolence 
of the Baroneſs was far from being oftenta- 
tious, and ſhe wiſhed not to raiſe in the 
object obliged any humiliating acknowledg- 
ment of pecuniary benefits, 


Two days paſt exactly like the firſt, except 
that the Baron favoured his Lady and Phe- 
dora with more of his company 1n the morn- 
ing, the only time indeed, he was in a ſitua- 

tion 


48 PHE DORA. 


tion to appear before them; and at length he Na 
accidenta.ly encountered Ivan, as he came as Ne 
uſual to paſs an hour with Phedora. The to 
Baroneſs had not yet found an opportunity ae 
to inform her huſband of his pretenfions to 
her young friend, and her wiſhes to forward 
his intereſt with her; ſhe introduced him, 
however, as having been recommended to 
her by the Rectzizi family, and the Baron, 
eager to enlarge his evening party, inſtantly Nes 
invited him to dine on that, and every ſuc- 


gra 


ceeding day, whilit he remained at Moſcow. 4 
No 

Young Leuhaupt, charmed with an hoſpi- * 
tality he had been hitherto much mortified I. 
at not having experienced from his friend the Nai 
Baroneſs, thought proper however, to con- iſc 


ſult her countenance, to learn how far his tel 
acceptance of it would meet her approbation. 
He faw that ſhe was diſpleaſcd with her lf « 
huſband's frank invitation, and feeling exceſ- 1. 
ſively diſcompoſed at a coldneſs ſo unac- If « 
countable, in one who had ever profeſſed for 
him an intereſt warm and unſolicited, he 

declined 
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declined the honour the Baron had been fo 
ready to propoſe ; and was ſtill more piqued 
to find, that ſhe made no effort to alter his 
determination, 


He took his leave almoſt immediately, and 
the poor Baron, with ſome ſurpriſe, very 
gravely inquired what auſterity appeared in 
is aſpect and manner, that the young men 
fed him thus, like a bug- bear. 


* Oh what a ſubject of alarm have you 
ngeniouſly found out! exclaimed Madame 
artfen, laughing. © What mortal could 
e clever enough to diſcover the ſmalleſt 
emblance of auſterity in that face or figure? 
iſcard your terrors, my good friend ; no 
telligent being will ever miſtake you for a 
kiloſopher.” 

« I would not wiſh it,” returned he, 
ther diſconcerted. 

* You are right,” cried the Baroneſs, 
always confine your wiſhes within the 
bunds of poſſibility.” 
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F He could not fail to obſerve the ironical 
expreſſion with which ſhe ſpoke, and with- 
drew abruptly, ro avoid any further ſarcaſm, 
which he could not hear with apathy in the 
preſence of Phedora. 


« What are you ſo deeply ſtudying, my 
fair Rubenſk1?” aſked the Baroneſs, when 
they were alone. 

. ] am recollecting, Madam,“ returned 
ſhe, „with a preſumptuous motive I con- 
feſs, the confidential detail with which you 
honoured me.“ 

cc underſtand you: but cannot you gueſs 
what called forth an aſperity I do not very 
often indulge ? I trembled for young Leu- 
haupt: in ſuch company as he would have 
met here, ſeduced by example, incited by 
abſurd ridicule, he might have imbibed a 
cuſtom that reduces man to a level with 
beaſts, and tinctures every action and purſui 
with imbecile brutality.“ 

« Ah, madam!” ſaid Phedora, © you 
mult be ſenſible that his 1s the very characte 


5 [ 
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to be eaſily ſeduced : his ſelf. abhorrence, his 
repentance would at firſt be ſincere and 
energetic; but ſtill led on by cuſtom, by 
example, by opportunity, his intervals of 
reſolution and penitence would become leſs 
and leſs frequent, and he would then form 
the miſcry of all who were attached to him.“ 


The Baroneſs, who had ſtudied the turn 
of Ivan's mind, could not deny but that the 
ſuppoſition was well founded ; but unwilling 
to confeſs it, and ſtill more to admit the 
evident inference of this remark, ſhe evaded 
the acknowledgment of her conviction, by | 
affirming, that ſhe believed the empire of þ 
Phedora over his heart was ſuch, that ſhe | 


could modcl his conduct as ſhe pleafed. 


. 
_ - — : 


« But do you think, my dear Baroneſs,” 
cried ſhe, * that the warm attachment he 
now profeſſes, would exiſt as long as I do?“ 


* 


* 
* 


Come, come,” replied Madame Hart- "1 
ten, © we have not at preſent time for argu- | 


ment; let us adjourn to dinner,” | | | 
| | D 2 Phedora "7 
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Phedora ſilently complied, and followed 
her to the room where the Baron and his 
friends were aſſembled: ſhe caſt around a 
timid look, and ſaw, in deep converſation 
with Bindorf, the well-remembered counte- 
nance of Colonel Rimbach. The blood 
forſook her cheeks, at. an object ſo feared 
and abhorred, and catching the hand of the 
Baroneſs, ſhe uttered a faint ſcream of ſur— 
priſe and terror: the ſound of it drew the 
attention of Rimbach towards her, and he 
ſtarted at the recognition, 


“ Phedora Rubenſki!” exclaimed he: 
ce whence came ſhe ?”” 

« Oh deareſt Madam!” ſaid Phedora, 
ce take me away; let me not behold that 
man, who cauſed the death of Mrs. Leuhaupt, 
and deprived me ot her laſt bleſſing.” 

« How is this?“ cried the Baron, warmly. 

« Phedora,” ſaid Rimbach, very much 
diſconcerted, © you have miſtaken me: 
what I did was for the preſervation of your 


friends, not to deſtroy them; and when you 
fled 


— + — 
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fled me ſo ſtrangely on the day they left 
Dorpt —— 

« Barbarous man!” interrupted ſhe: 
« dear Baroneſs, ſuffer me to go away!“ 

« You ſhall retire if you chuſe it, and I 
will accompany you,” ſaid Madame Hartten; 
who immediately conducted her to her apart- 
ment, where Phedora implored her protec- 
tion, from the wretch who had ſo vilely per- 
ſecuted the good and unoffending Leuhaupts. 

«© Do not doubt it for a minute,“ returned 
the Baroneſs, warmly : © I fee very plainly 
that this Rimbach is a villain, from the dark 
expreſſion of guilt that overſpread his aſpect, 
in ſpite of his hypocriſy.” 

c It was he,” reſumed Phedora, “ who 
tore I'van from his poor mother's arms ; who 
dragged the worthy family into baaiſhment ; 
who inſulted me with his unprincipled love, 
and oppreſſed them openly with threats and 
outrage, becauſe they would not abandon the 
virtue their own precepts and example had 
umplanted in my mind. It was he ——” 


D 3 © Compoſe 
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e Compoſe yourſelf, my ſweet girl,“ inter- 
rupted Madame Hartfen, * he can no longer 
injure you or them: and his preſence under 
the roof I inhabit, ſhall no more give you 
uneaſineſs.“ | 
j « Ah, Madam,” you are all benevolence ; 1 
|} but his appearance has given me already a 1. 
| thouſand terrors. I tremble leſt he ſhould I f 
| impede Mr. Leuhaupt's journey to Moſcow— e 
| leſt he encounter Ivan, who would, at every t. 


5 hazard, take the vengeance he has fo often I a1 
| vowed—leſt ſome of the wretches who ſerve | w 
him,*ſhould fix their baſilifk eyes upon me, || ol 

| and take me, I know not how, from your  w 


protection, as they removed me from that ci 
of Mr. Leuhaupt.“ C 
| « Diſpel theſe fears,“ ſaid the Baroneſs, 
| « with me you ſhall be ſafe. Rimbach 
cannot, I think, be informed of the recal | rol 
of the Leuhaupt's, and I will concert means of 
to prevent Ivan from meeting him.” at 


Theſe aſſurances calmed the vague terrors mi, 
1 of Phedora in ſome degree, and the ſoothing rep 


1 | kindnels 
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kindneſs of the Baroneſs, who did not quit 


her the reſt of the day, reſtored the quiet. of 
her mind, 


When they left the eating room, Bindorf 
inſtantly called upon his friend for an expla- 
nation of thoſe circumſtances that appeared 
ſo unfavourable ro him from the broken 
exclamations of his fair accuſer: and he had 
the art ſo to palliate his views, his conduct, 
and the effects they had produced, that he 
was acquitted but of a few admiſſable deſigns 
of gallantry, except in the mind of the Baron, 
who fancied he ſaw evident ſigns of a dupli- 
city he abhorred, in the well-gloſſed tale of 
Colonel Rimbach. 


Early the next morning, tie Baroneſs cor- 
roborated his ſuſpicions, by informing him 
of the injurious treatment. Ivan had received 


at his hands, and of his infamous deſign to 


deprive Phedora of her friends, that ſhe 
might be wholly in his power: ſhe then 
repreſented the inevitable conſequence of a 

D 4 meeting 
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meeting between young Leuhaupt and Rim- 
bach, and propoſed to the Baron that ſhe 
ſhould retire with Phedora to her own habi- 
tation, both to prevent the encounter ſhe 
dreaded, and that her favourite might no 
more be ſhocked with the ſight of a man who 
bad fought to injure her ſo groſsly. 


The Baron was extremely averſe from tliis 
expedient, and offered to intimate to Bin- 
dorf, without hefitation, his diſlike- to re- 
ceive in future the viſits of the Colonel. 


« That would be,” replied Madame 
Hartfen, „to draw upon yourſelf the enmity 
of both theſe men, without any actual neceſ- 
ſity for it. The former friendſhip of young 
Leuhaupt for our little Rubenſki, is now a 
more tender ſentiment : what his ſucceſs will 
be I know not; he has however in his 
favour, the intereſt of the Rectzizi family; 
and ſince this charming girl has been with 
me, he has been accuſtomed to ſee her 


daily : permit me then to take her to my 
retreat, 
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retreat, where he will have it in his power 
to paſs an hour or two with her as uſual, 
without the danger of meeting this vile 
Rimbach, who will moſt likely be often in 
the ſociety of Major Bindorf.” 


The Baron at length conſented to the 
plan, ſecretly reſolving however, to oblige 
his wife with longer and more frequent 
viſits, than he imagined he ſhould have been 
inclined to have honoured her with at her 
ruſtic habitation : . but notwithſtanding his 
admiration of Phedo 'n he heard the 
wrongs Ivan had enqured, and the merit 
which had elevated him above his misfortunes, 
he became warmly intereſted in his cauſe, 
and determined to ſerve him both in his 
fortune and his love. 


Madame Hartfen loſt not a moment in 
quitting Moſcow, and ſent to Ivan's lodg- 
ings to inform him of her movements, at 
the ſame time preventing him from returning 

D 5 to 
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to the Baron's, where he was likely to ſee or 
hear of Rimbach. a 


Surpriſed and delighted with their ſudden 
removal to the country, he immediately fol- 
lowed them thither, and having ſaluted the 
Baroneſs with more coldneſs than was natural 
to him, he inquired'of Phedora why ſhe had 


ſo haſtily left Moſcow. 


neſs, not allowing her time to anſwer, © was 

indiſpoſed ; I was not very well myſelf, and 

as the air of this place is very pure, we have 

run away from our companions at Moſcow, I b. 

to immure ourſelves here at the peril of an 

eternal dull female tere a tete.” a0 
« The peril,” returned Ivan, © is not 

very great; but if it were, Phedora would 

brave it to fly from thoſe who adore her.“ me 
That is true, cried Madame Hartfen, I by; 

who felt herſelf inclined to puniſh him for this I un 

inuendo; * ſhe has flown from the enamoured 


Jalgourouki, who actually began to make 
| bright 


] 

T 

| 

« My little Rubenſki,“ replied the Baro: h 
* 
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bright ſpeeches: and even now, if ſhe could 
be perſuaded to afford him a little encourage- 
ment, I really think ſhe might inſpire him 
with ſuch brilliant ſentiments, as would 
aſtoniſh all Moſcow.” | 


Ivan was ſenſible that the Baroneſs merely 
jeſted with him ; yet her recent coolneſs in 
not feconding the hoſpitality of the Baron, 
had left a jealoufy upon his mind; and ſhe 
had now choſen a ſubject to ſport with, upon 
which he could not endure the ſlighteſt inti- 
mation: his countenance changed and a haſty 
anſwer roſe to his lips; he repreſt it however, 
but he had loſt his temper, and the ſilent 
gravity of Phedora, for which he could not 
account, heightened his ill humour. 


Madame Hartfen enjoyed, for a few 
moments, the commotion ſhe had raiſed ; 
but at length perceiving that he was really 
unhappy, ſhe extended her hand to him. 


D 6 « I Will 
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66e will now apologize to you,“ faid ſhe, 
te for the conduct that ſo much offended you 
yeſterday, Do not ever ſuffer yourſelf to 
believe, my good Ivan, that whilſt I receive 
you with a ſmiling countenance, your intereſt 
is leſſened with me. I had a reaſon (oblige 
me ſo far as to ſuppoſe it was a good one) 
for what in your mutinous heart you termed 
caprice and unkindneſs, I did not wiſh you 
to dine with us yeſterday, it is true, but you 
ſhall dine with us to day,—Obſerve that 
{mile Phedora! It was not you, but I who 
inſpired it.“ 


Ivan, entirely ſubdued by her good 
humoured condeſcenſion, and charmed with 
the proſpect of ſpending ſo many hours with 
Phedora, was all animation and gaiety. In 
the courſe of the day: he recounted to the 
Baroneſs the exploits of his early years, when 
his lovely Rubenſki was at once his com- 
panion, his advocate, his monitreſs, and 
ſometimes his nurſe. 


Madame 
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Madame Hartfen was delighted with the 
narrative, which was told with infinite viva- 
city : but when, by accident, he mentioned 
the name of his mother, and annexed to it 
ſome action of tenderneſs, Phedora, whofe 
heart was much ſoftened by the recollection 
of thoſe days of delight and peace, burſt into 
tears, and checked in a moment the volubility 
of young Leuhaupt. He kiſſed her hand 
with gratitude for this mark of affection to 
the memory of his deceaſed parent, and no 
longer able to command his voice, gazed 
filently at her, until her emotion ſubſided, 
ſecretly reflecting with pleaſure, how much 


the attachment ſhe felt for Catherine and his. 


father, was in favour of his hopes, 


It was late before he left her, and he had 
to travel ſeveral verſts, without one chearful 
ſun-beam to meliorate the ſeverity. of the 
piercing cold: but his. heart was elated, and 


he flew gaily. over the frozen plain, without 
feeling its chilling influence, 


The 
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The following day gave evident ſigns of 
the ſudden approach of ſpring; the ſun no 
longer gilded the ſnowy ſummits of the 
houſes, and the ſky before ſo clear, was hung 
with clouds that diſcharged themſelves in 
rain. The Baroneſs rejviced at the proſpect 
of ſummer, ſo grateful to the inhabitants of 
northern regions ; but Phedora had travelled 
enough to reflect, that the breaking up of 
the ice would impede the progreſs of the 
Leuhaupts; and if they were not near 
Moſcow, they might yet be detair< a month 
upon the road, or perhaps longer, and be 
ſubject to the moſt diſtreſſing inconveniencies 
and hardſhips, from want of money or intereſt 
to procure many of the comforts ſo neceſſary 
even to their exiſtence. Her heart bled at 
this painful ſurmiſe, and Madame Hartfen 
ſoon ſhared in the anxiety it occaſioned: yet 
ſhe encouraged Phedora to hope the beſt, 
and promiſed to engage the Baron in the 
welfare of the worthy travellers. 


n 
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Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking to this effect, the 
Baron appeared, accompanied by Major 
Bindorf, for whom he claimed admittance, 
as Ambaſſador from the exiled Rimbach. 
Phedora ſhuddered at the name, but the 
Baroneſs reaſſured her, and curious to learn 
the commiſſion with which the Colonel had 
charged his frrend, ſhe gave him permiſſion 
to make it known. | 


Bindorf was eager to exculpate him in the 
opinion of Madame Hartfen, from the ſuſ- 
picions which the conduct and ſubſequent 
communications of Phedora muſt neceſſarily 
have given her, and entreated on the part of 
- Colonel Rimbach, that the Baroneſs would 
allow him to attend her on the following 
morning, in order to explain to her charming 
young friend in her preſence, thoſe circum- 
ſtances which had unhappily given her ſo 
unjuſt a prejudice againſt him, 


Phedora inſtantly and warmly refuſed her 


aſſent to this propoſition : but the Baroneſs, 
after 


* 
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after a ſhort pauſe, conſented, on her part, 
to oblige him; and Bindorf imagining he 
had gained a great point by the partial ſucceſs 
of his embaſſy, overwhelmed her with 
acknowledgments for her condeſcenſion, and 
returned immediately to Moſcow, to relieve 
the anxiety of his friend, which he pro- 
nounced to be very ſerious. 


When he was gone, Madame Hartfen gave 
way to a fit of mirth that ſuddenly ſeized her, 
to the ſurpriſe, and indeed mortification of 
Phedora, who had not expected that ſhe would 
have complied with the requeſt of the vile 
Rimbach, whilſt ſhe could not but retain yet 
freſh in her memory, every circumſtance of 
his treachery and outrage. The Baron like 
wiſe gazed at her for. an explanation of hey 
gaiety, and when ſhe had allowed them both 
a few minutes of conjecture, ſhe gave it with 
her uſual vivacity. 


ce ſhall want your aſſiſtance,” ſhe cried, 
© to execute a little project I have conceived, 


0 
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to puniſn not the cruelty and wickedneſs of 
this man, they merit ſomething more but 
his abominable temerity in hoping to blind us 
to them, and make us his dupes. Lift up that 
pretty brow Phedora, and liſten to my plan. 
As for you, Baron, I expect you will fall into 
it with your uſual grace. Rimbach will not 
miſs his appointment aſſuredly, and we muſt 
detain him till after ſunſet; I ſhall then rely 
upon you and Ivan, whom I mult tutor, to 
throw a few obſtacles in his retreat, to make 
him remember the day he undertook fo 
boldly to impoſe upon two fimple and credu- 
lous women, the moſt bare-iaced and attro- 
cious vice, for a conduct harmleſs at leaſt, if 
not meritorious,” 

« Ah, Madam!” exclaimed Phedora, 
ce do not venture to acquaint Ivan with the 
vicinity of Colonel Rimbach, leſt he ſhould 
ſuffer his indignation to exceed the bounds of 
puniſhment you propoſe, even if he does not 
inſiſt upon taking it entirely into his own 
hands,” 
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« Why will you thus terrify yourſelf,” 
aſked the Baroneſs ; © I certainly intend to 
fetter his vengeance with a few preliminary 
vows and promiſes.” 


The Baron declared his readineſs to ſecond 
her ſcheme, and avowed his belief in, and 
abhorrence of the villainy of Rimbach, from 
having ſeen him in cloſe conference with one 
of the greateſt ſcoundrels in the Ruſſian 
dominions. | 


The image of Michaelhoff immediately 
occurred to Phedora, who in the utmoſt 
agitation, repeated his name to the Baron, 
and inquired if her ſurmiſe was juſt. * He 
acknowledged that the man was fo called, 
and demanded in ſome ſurpriſe, how ſhe had 
gueſſed it. 


c From all that their united machinations 


have made me ſuffer,” returned ſhe: © this 


Michaelhoff was his principal agent in 
Livonia,” 
« What 
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e What is your plan?“ aſked the Baron, 
haſtily, „I will execute it, if it coſt me my 
life!“ | 


« T have no intention of making it fo 
expenſive to you, cried Madame Hartfen : 
It 1s this: as we are tolerably certain the 
preſent atmoſphere will laſt ſome days at leaſt, 
the twilight tomorrow evening will of courſe 
be conſiderably obſcured; all I require of 
you, 1s to procure me a pretty little gentle 
deſcent, to be dug in that part of the road 
that winds between the high bank of the 
Mofcowa, and the tall fence about two verſts 
from hence. I. mean juſt ſuch a deſcent as 
will ſafely lodge his fledge and himſelf for a 
few hours, and I leave it to your ingenuity 
to find him amuſement during that interval,” 


The Baron conſidered for a few ſeconds, 
and then ſtriking his hands together with 
energy, ſwore that he had digeſted an excel- 
lent plan upon this rough draught. 


In 
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In a few minutes Ivan joined the party, 
and was received by Baron Hartfen with a 
degree of approbation and friendſhip that 
infinitely delighted him. The Baroneſs 
obſerving the complacency of his counte- 
nance, tg, the conſternation of Phedora, im- 
mediately began to open her deſign, by 
endeavouring to procure from him a promiſe 
to liſten with patience to a little detail ſhe 
meant to give him upon that condition ; and 
that he would engage to follow implicitly the 
advice that would ſucceed it. Ivan caſt his 
eyes on Phedora during this exhortation, and 
plainly diſcerned her uneaſineſs: he knew 
not what to conjecture, and his imagination 
inſtantly raiſed up a thouſand chimeras, which 
the ſmiling countenance of the Baroneſs as 
inſtantly diſpelled. That the detail and 
promiſc alluded to, concerned Phedora, he 
had little doubt : he therefore heſitated, and 
in a tremulous voice, demanded the Baroneſs 
to explain herſelf further, 


ec No,” 


HE DORA. 69 


« No,” cried ſhe, laughing, © I expect 
your immediate compliance, and a generous 
reliance upon my friendſhip, which is too 
ſincere to extort from you any conceſſion 
inimical to your happineſs.” 

© Indeed I believe it,” replied Ivan. 

« Well then,” reſumed ſhe, © give me 
upon your honour the promiſes I demand, 
and let the Baron and Phedora atteſt them.“ 


8 


4 Haw 


He obeyed, and then eagerly claimed an 
s explanation: but when he heard that Rim- 
d bach was at Moſcow, ſo immediately within 
WY the reach of the vengeance he burned to 
MN take, the firſt, ſtorm of awakened paſſion 
ch defied the expoſtulation of the Baron and 
aS Phedora; and even the appeal of Madame 
Hartfen to his promiſed docility, was unat- 
tended to and unheard. At length, however, 
when his rage began to ſubſide into a calmer 
inveteracy, he was compelled to acknowledge 
that his honour was pledged to obey the 
„Fictates of the Baroneſs; and ſhe immediately 
o made known to him her deſign, and the 
cCc.oncurrence 
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concurrence of her huſband to render it 
ſucceſsful. Ivan claimed - the privelege of 
being a party in the execution of 1t, and his 
demand was accorded, upon conditions which 
aimed at preſerving the life of the Colonel, 
by protecting him from too ſevere a puniſh- 
ment. 


The Baron and young Leuhaupt then con- 
ſulted together for a few moments, and agreed 
to reconnoitre the deſtined ſpot, without 
lofing any time. Phedora, in the interim, 
could not diveſt herſelf of the fears that 
tormented her, leſt Ivan, hurried away by the 
impetuoſity of his nature, ſhould forget every 
ſtipulation, and take a moſt fatal and dange- 
rous revenge. The Baroneſs endeavoured 
in vain to ſooth her anxiety ; but it increaſed 
yet more, when the Baron returned unac- 
companied ; nor could his proteſtations of 
the calm ſtate of Ivan's mind, relieve her 
terrors. 


The 


ne 


O 
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The rapi ſity of the thaw, which ſtill 
increaſed, aſſiſted their plan by ſoftening the 
ground : Ivan had returned to Moſcow, to 
procure a party of his own men to march 
early in the morning to the habitation of 
Ma lame Hartſen, and receive their inſtruc- 
tions (for ſo it had been planned) from the 
Baron himſelf, who was likewiſe to ſend his 
confidential ſervant to Moſcow, for the 
implements and regalia they would have occa- 


ſion for. So eager was young Leuhaupt to 


execute his aſſigned ſhare in the project, that 
he had ſcarcely room in his mind, even for 
the long - cheriſned image of Phedora: and 
the Baron, almoſt equally intereſted in the 
event, flew about with aſtoniſhiug alacrity, 
and abſolutely forgot his French brandy. 


The morning dawn beheld him already 
riſen from his bed, and buſily occupied in 
inſtructing the ſoldiers, who arrived very 
punctually; and to enforce the more ready 
execution of his commands, they were 

accompanied 
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accompanied by a diſtribution of a can of 
ſpirits. 


The Baroneſs now demanded a more cir- 
cumſtantial knowledge of the plot; but he 
merely aſſured her it was a good one, and 
that ſhe ſhould receive an excellent account 
of the Colonel, provided ſhe could contrive 
to detain him until twilight came on: of this 
ſhe deſired him not to entertain a doubt, and 
reminded him, with an expreſſive ſmile, of 
the attractions of Phedora. The Baron 
turned haſtily from the piercing eyes of his 
lady, which rather incommoded him, and 
almoſt inſtantly quitted the room. 


Colonel Rimbach appeared at an early 


hour, and as the Baroneſs could not prevail 


with Phedora to ſee him till her preſence 
was abſolutely neceſſary, ſne received him 
alone. He looked round after he had paid 
his compliments, for the immediate object of 
his vift; and Madame Hartfen then informed 
him, that ſhe could not employ her influence 

with 


VC 


PHEDORA, 73 


with her young friend, until he had convinced 
her, that ſhe had unintentionally injured him, 
in her opinion of the motives by which his 
conduct had been actuated in Livonia, Rim- 
bach in conſequence of this hint, began his 
juſtification. 


Of the tranſaction feſpecting Ivan Leu- 
haupt he denied any knowledge, until it was 
too late to ſerve him; and then he ſaid, the 
contumacious behaviour of the young man 
would have called for the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment, had not the high reſpe& he himſelf 
entertained for the family, intervened to 
ſcreen him from it. The Colonel then pathe- 
ncally ſtated the danger of remaining in a 
village nearly deſerted, liable to the ravages 
and lawleſs outrages of the Calmucks and 
Coſſacks in the Ruſſian ſervice, who were not 
to be. deterred from plundering and mal- 
treating all who poſſeſſed no means of defence. 


The Baroneſs now felt extremely inclined 
d ſmile, but ſhe checked herſelf and he 
VOL, 111, E continued, 
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continued. © From a motive of compaſſion, 
and knowing the obſtinate reſolution of Mr. 
Leuhaupt on this point, I exerted the power 
I happily poſſeſt, of removing him and his 
family to Dorpt. After the cruel decree, 
which I had not the power of foreſeeing, ! 
would ſtill have ſecured them from its effects, 
but that on diſcovering thoſe ſentiments ! 
am proud to avow for the lovely Phedora, 
this miſtaken family thought proper to tax 
them with diſhonour, and remove her ſud- 
denly from my ſight. This conduct irri- 
tated the delicacy of my love, which could 
not brook a miſconſtruction ſo barbarouſly 
unjuſt, and awakened the moſt horrible appre- 
henſions, that the fair Rubenſki thus rudely 
torn from me, would be dragged into the 
ſhocking baniſhment for which nature was ſo 
far from intending her; and I required her at 
their hands perhaps too harſhly, but without 
that ſucceſs, the hope of which had alone 
urged me to employ threats I never meant 


to fulfil, I learnt afterwards, that the Leu- 


haupts had conſented to reſign her to 2 
h young 
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young officer in the troops appointed to 
guard the exiles in their route : probably 
they thought it would be more for their 
benefit to ſecure his protection and friend- 
ſhip than to preſerve mine, which they ima- 
gined could no longer be of any ſervice to 
tem : he was however, equally diſappointed 
with myſelf; for ſhe fled us both, and my 
reſearches for her were invariably unfortu- 
nate. The unexpected meeting at Moſcow 
would have overwhelmed me with joy, had I 
not found her ſo cruelly prejudiced againſt 
me by thoſe Leuhaupts: but I truſt, charm- 
ing Baroneſs, your diſcernment has beheld 
in my narrative the real colours in which my 
conduct ought to be placed, and that you 
vill repreſent it to. Phedora in the ſame 
view.“ 


« Believe me I will,” returned Madame 
Hartfen, with energy: it is impoſſible for 
the blindeſt and moſt imbecile not to diſ- 
cover the exact truth throughout your rela- 
ton of this affair, I will go and prepare my 

E 2 young 
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young friend to liſten to you with gentleneſs 
and patience; and if from any remaining 
prejudice, or little obſtinacy of opinion, ſhe 
ſhould refuſe for the preſent the reconciliation 
you require, rely upon my cares to ſoften her 
reſentment the next time you honour me 
with your company, by painting to her your 
intermediate ſufferings.“ 


The Baroneſs then, with an arch ſmile ſhe 
could no longer reſtrain, leſt him to the moſt 
pleaſing reflections. This is the woman, 
thought he, I originally wiſhed to be about 
her: how different from the prudent ſenten- | 
tious Mrs. Leuhaupt! my explanation would 
not, I fear, have paſſed current there. 


Madame Hartfen found Phedora half dead 
with terror and agitation : ſhe had beheld as 
the ſervant of the deteſted Rimbach, the 
villain Michaelhoff, who under pretext 0 
attending his maſter, had taken the oppor- 
tunity of ſurveying the premiſes, and recon- 
noitring the number of domeſtics, She com 
municated 
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municated this to the Baroneſs, who was 
charmed with the intelligence, as it prog- 
noſticated to the ſubordinate wretch a ſhare 
in the premeditated puniſhment of his prin- 
cipal. She related to Phedora in a few 
words the well-contrived narrative of Rim- 
bach, and repeating to her his inſinuations 
againſt the worthy protectors of her youth, 
exhorted her not to ſuffer him to eſcape the 
deſtiny he ſo well merited, by refuſing to 
rein-in her averſion and horror for a ſhort 
time, that he might not think of leaving 
them till the Baron and Ivan were prepared 
for his return. 


Phedora ſtill trembled however, and felt a 
reluctance almoſt unconquerable to appear 
before Rimbach, until Madame Hartfen 
reminded her, that if young Leuhaupt were 
now to be deprived of the ſpecies of revenge 
he had been ſoothed into taking, he might 
ſeek it in a way that would involve his family 
and his friends in the bittereſt affliction. 


23 This 
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This hint recalled the courage of Phedora; 
and leſt it ſnould again ſubſide, ſne imme- 
diately followed the Baroneſs to the apart- 
ment where the Colonel awaited them. He 
diſplayed a lively emotion of joy on witnel- 
ling the ſucceſs of Madame Hartfen's repre- 
ſantations; and ſhe, who could now watch 
his countenance almoſt wholly unobſerved, 
ſaw in 1t a dark expreſſion of triumph, which 
juſtified the idea {he had inſtantly conceived, 
when Phedora mentioned that Michaclhoff 
had accompanied his maſter, She then 
almoſt regretted that ſhe had reſtrained the 
exceſs of Ivan's rage, and hoped it would 
yet fall heavy upon the heads of the miſcreants 
to whom ſhe could no longer in imagination 
extend any mercy, 


As the Baroneſs had gueſſed, Phedora could 
not be induced by the ſubmiſſion and prote- 
ſtations of Rimbach, to declare that ſhe had 
diſcarded her reſentment and judged better 
of his paſt conduct: it was a duplicity and 
falſnood with which no circumſtance could 

perſuade 
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perſuade her to ſully her lips; but the pre- 
caution of her quick- ſighted friend had 
guarded againſt the effect of this delicacy, 
and the Colonel was far from deſpairing to 
obtain the conceſſion at a future period. 


Madame Hartfen eaſily prevailed with him 
to ſtay and partake her dinner; and then 
certain that no ordinary event could defeat 
their plan, her good humour increaſed to a 
degree that ſpread a congenial ſun-ſhine over 
the features of her gueſt, who augured tie 
moſt flattering effects from the complacent 
temper of her mind, and the extreme doci- 
Ity with which ſhe had credited him. 


As they entered the eating room, the Baron 
Joined them with a countenance that marked 
to his fair confederates that all was in the 
proper train, His own ſcrvant had been 
charged to reduce Michaclhoff to a ſituation 


in which his natural diſcernment would be of 


very little uſe to him, and the Baron pre- 
knted himſelf to Rimbach, wich a deter- 
E 4 mined 
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mined reſolution to obſcure his judgment and 
comprehenſion moſt effectually. 


The Colonel fell into the ſnare with an 
excellent grace : the ladies withdrew, and in 
about two hours after, heard Baron Hartfen 
and his gueſt call in a very exalted voice, for 
Michaelhoff and the ſledge: it was not with- 
out ſome difficulty that they were both pro- 
duced, and Rimbach. then drove away at a 
molt furious pace. 


The Baroneſs fent after him her audible 
wiſhes for a pleaſant journey, though he was 
too great a. diſtance to thank her for this 
additional mark of favour: but Phedora 
could not yet quell her apprehenſions that 
this adventure ſo ſportively begun ſhould end 
more ſeriouſly : ſhe wiſhed it were over, that 
Rimbach, much as ſhe abhorred him, ſhould 
eſcape without any material injury, and Ivan 
and the Baron return from the miſchievous 
frolick undiſcovered and unhurt. Madame 


Hartfen rallied her exceſſive anxiety, but it 
5 could 
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could not be conquered, and ſhe ſpent ſeve- 
ral hours in all the miſery of fear and ſuſpence, 
and thoſe variety of evils an agitated mind 
ſuggeſts, whilſt it is yet ignorant of the ill 
it has moſt to dread. The rain poured at 
intervals in torrents, and the heavieſt clouds 
darkened the hemiſphere; and when in 
defiance of the cold and wet, Phedora opened 
a window to liſten if aught could be heard, 
no ſound ſtruck her ear, but the hollow 
whiſtling of the wind, and the loud and fre- 
quent cracking of the ice that covered the 
Moſcowa, whoſe ſtream wound its courſe 
within an hundred paces of the houſe. 
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c He parted frowning from me: 
So looks the chafed Lion 
© Upon the daring Huntſman, 


| DEVERAL hours thus paſt by, which the 


Baroneſs endeavoured in vain to ſhorten by the 
moſt cheerful ſallies. At length ſhe diſtin- 
guiſhed the voice of the Baron, and the next 
moment he entered the room, accompanied 
by Ivan: they were in high ſpirits, and 
Madame Hartfen would ſcarcely permit them 
to throw off the furs which had ſheltered 
them from the rain, before ſhe impatiently 
required an account of the expedition. Ivan 
was too much intoxicated with delight, to 
comply with her requeſt in a manner to be 
underſtood, and the Baron infiſted vehe- 

mently 
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mently that he would be indulged with ſome 
refreſhment before he uttered a ſyllable. 

She was obliged to humour this whim ere 
her curioſity could be gratified; and then in 
a manner that was meant to annex import- 
ance to the narrative, the Baron, after having 
ſwallowed a few glaſſes, began by an acknow- 
ledgment to Madame Hartfen, that ſhe had 
laid the ground-work of the plan which had 
been ſo cleverly executed. 


„ Leuhaupt,” continued he, “ ſent a 
ſufficient number of his men, to dig in a 
couple of hours, a tolerable ſpacious pit in 
that part of the road you indicated. This 
was performed under my direction before 
dinner, and my lieutenant arriving at the 
ſpot juſt as the work was concluded, I gave 
orders to have a little hut raiſed, large enough 
to contain him and three or four men, a fire, 
and a few bottles of brandy, becauſe they 
were to keep watch near the place till the 
poor Colonel attempted to paſs it. We had 
E 6 agreed 
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agreed that they ſhould array themſelves in 
the Coſſack military habit, which Leuhaupt 
had procured at Moſcow, and ſally out imme- 
diately after the accident that was ſo likely to 
befal the honeſt travellers from the effect of 
their labours. When I informed my col- 
league of the name of Rimbach's companion, 
his impatience redoubled, and he took pol- 
ſeſſion of his hut with as much tranſport as 
if it had been an imperial palace. 


&« I followed Rimbach when he left the 
houſe, as cloſe as I could without being diſ- 
covered, and was within twenty paces of 
him, when his horſe and himſelf and the 
ſledge and that villain his agent, ſunk as 
ſuddenly into the fofle, as if an earthquake 
had eaten them up. By St. Nicholas, I 


pitied the poor beaſt of a horſe, for I heard 


the devil of a clattering ! this was the ſignal 
for the appearance of our Coſſacks, and when 
I ſaw the enemy ſo ſurrounded that they could 


not eſcape, I drove to the hut, put on a 
Calmuck dreſs, which had been left for me, 
| and 
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and hurried away to join my troop. Leu- 
haupt had loſt no time in reaching the diſ- 
aſtrous ſpot, and finding his old friends 
according to expectation, ſnug behind their 
intrenchments, he gave them the qui va la? 
and threatened to fire a volley about their 
ears, unleſs they anſwered without delay. 
The unlucky ſcoundrels alarmed at ſuch an 
unconſcionable hurry, bruiſed and confounded 
too at an accident to which their recollection 
could afford no clue, endeavoured in vain to 
ſatisfy the impetuous demands of our friend, 
and he gave the word of command without 
deliberation, which produced a general diſ- 
charge of powder over the heads of the 
enemy, who roared for quarter: fortunately 
for their bones, the horſe was unable to move, 
but aſhamed of the company he was in, he 
mingled his groans with their clamours. At 
this inſtant I came up, and in a tone of autho- 
rity, inquired what they had fired at: I was 
informed that two mutinous dogs refuſed to 
ſurrender, or even to anſwer the qui va la. 
My Coſſacks immediately received orders to 


give 
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give no quarter, unleſs they ſurrendered 
inſtantly. The voice of Rimbach now roſe 
from the valley in which it had been his evil 
fortune to pitch his tent, and informed us of 
the curſed diſaſter that had befallen him. 


&« Ts your horſe there?“ aſked Leuhaupt 
in accents ſeveral gun ſhots from the com- 
paſſion the Colonel ſeemed to expect: © by 
St. Michael of Kiow ! we want a horſe—here 
comrades, let us help them out.” 


« This ceremony was performed in a 
manner ſo ungentle, and uncongenial with 
the miſerable ſtate of the culprits, that I 
believe they conceived their obligations not 
to be very potent for a kindneſs ſo roughly 
adminiſtered. In return for this favour, we 
demanded a loan of the rubles they had about 
them; but all the money Rimbach had poſ- 
ſeſſed, had been conveyed out of his pockets 
in his aſcent from the pit; notwithſtanding 
his willingneſs therefore to accommodate our 
caprice on this head, he was obliged to 
ö relinquiſh 
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relinquiſh his intention when he diſcovered 
that his ammunition was gone. To his infi- 
nite mortification however, no excuſe he 
could offer had power enough to qualify the 
rage that attended our diſappointment, and 
he underwent the diſcipline of the batogs, to 
make him confeſs where his money was con- 
cealed, which as he was a traveller, we 
affirmed he muſt be well provided with: but 
to conſole him in this affliction, we ſuffered 
his faithful ſervant to ſhare in it. 


« Then again we applied for information 
to the back of the maſter, but with little 
effect; and by queſtioning them in this 
manner alternately, we gave them leiſure to 
reflect upon the moſt energetic, powerful and 
pathetic remonſtrances a villain in diſtreſs 
can tax his imagination to produce. At 
length even Leuhaupt became inclined to end 


the frolick, by conducting them a few verſts. 


out of their road, and leaving them to reach 
Moſcow with all the diligence they could uſe. 
Some of our party meantime, who remained 

behind, 
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behind, ſhouldered their ſpades and filled up 
the pit, fo that with the precaution of throw- 
ing a little ſnow over the place and treading 
it down, Rimbach may look to-morrow in 
vain for the ſource and firſt cauſe of the diſ- 
cipline he has encountered—that is, if he 


ſhould be able to leave his bed, which if ! 


judge right, he will not be in haſte to do.“ 


The Baroneſs was extremely delighted with 
the whole adventure, more eſpecially as it had 
been executed without a diſcovery of the 
actors concerned in it, and that it ſufficiently 
puniſhed Rimbach and his vile affociate, 
without ſhedding their blood or breaking 


their bones. 


Phedora was not however ſo well pleaſed 
with it: ſhe imagined it would be impoſſible 
to ſeal up the lips of ſo many men as had been 
employed in the project, and ſhe well knew 
that all the intereſt of the Colonel, as well as 
the treacherous malice of his diſpoſition, 
would be exerted to revenge the injury, and 

perhaps 
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perhaps overturn the riſing fortunes of the 
thoughtleſs Ivan. He had watched her 
countenance during the narrative, and as he 
faw it impreſſed with alternate terror and 
compaſſion, he heartily wiſhed that the Baron 
had been leſs circumſtantial, 


Madame Hartfen had made the ſame obſer- 
vation, and called for thoſe ſentiments the 
ſilent gravity of Phedora already half expreſ- 
ſed. She gently hinted the fears ſhe had con- 
ceived, which the Baron immediately endea- 
voured to baniſh by remarking to her, that he 
had invariably given every inſtruction to the 
ſoldiers, and not only commanded them, but 
affected to command their lieutenant alſo, who 
was thus exonerated from any ſhare of repre- 
henſion if the tranſaction ſhould be diſcovered. 


« I employed the men,” continued he, 
« and I employed Leuhaupt, who can eaſily 
ſhelter himſelf beneath the rank I hold in the 
army, and the favour I am honoured with 
elſewhere, neither of which,” added he 

warmly, 
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warmly, © ſhall be the cover of a baſe or an 
oppreſſive action; but by the head of the 
Czar I ſwear, I think I have this evening 
accompliſhed a very meritorious one in 
chaſtiſing a villain as he deſerves to be 
chaſtiſed: however, my charming Phedora, 
to remove theſe tender fears on my young 
friend's account, I will endeavour to get the 
ſcoundrel Rimbach ſent from Moſcow,” . 


Phedora was charmed with the propoſal, 
but the motive to which her anxiety had 
eventually been aſcribed, ſhe did not with 
Ivan to believe; and ſhe heſitated a few 
ſeconds before ſhe could frame an anſwer, 
ſuch as ſhe hoped would intimate her thankful 
approbation without confirming the error 
of the Baron, 5 


« What!” exclaimed Madame Hartfen 
during the pauſe, ** will not this ſatisfy your 
{cruples ?” 

« Yes, deareſt Madam,” returned Phe- 
dora haſtily, © the Baron is all goodneſs, and 
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I ſhall now no longer dread to behold the 
worthy Mr. Leuhaupt and Catherine at 
Moſcow, ſince Colonel Rimbach will not in 
any manner be then able to diſturb their 
quiet,” 

6 You have explained yourſelf admira- 
bly,” cried the Baroneſs laughing: © bur 
my good Ivar” faid ſhe, turning to him, 
« will it not be prudent for you to be at 
your lodgings to night? and now that the 
men are reſted and refreſhed, ſhould they not 
be diſmiſſed?” 


Theſe queſtions were aſſented to, and the 
Baron having himſclf adminiſtered tr) of 
his coadjutors a cup of brandy, intra ted 
them to enter Moſcow ſingly, an! gain their 
quarters immediately, The fellows, whoſe 
hearts the liberality of the Baron had entirely 
won, and to whom the character of Rimbach 
for ſtrict diſcipline and ſeverity was well 
known, promiſed the moſt implicit obedience 
to his commands, and departed highly grati- 
hed with their good cheer and their frolick. 

| Ivan 
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Ivan ſoon followed them, and ſhortly after 
Phedora retired to reſt, not ſo well ſatisficd 
with the event of the day, as in the latter part 
of the evening ſne had compelled herſelf to 


appear. 


The next morning the Baron haſtened to 
Moſcow, to learn from Bindorf the light in 
which his friend Rimbach conſidered his 
miſad venture. Madame Hartfen declared 
that it had ſo completely occupied her ima- 
gination, that it formed the ſubject of her 
dreams, in which ſhe had taken a very active 
ſhare in inflicting the diſcipline the Colonel 
had received. | 


Phedora ſmiled at her lively deſcription ; 
but her thoughts were ſecretly employed in 
remarking that the thaw ſtill continued, and 
that it had rendered the road even to Moſcow 
very bad: her mind wandered with her Livo- 
nian friends amidſt the difficulties and dil- 
treſſes ſhe could ſo well conceive ; but ſhe 
was aſhamed of damping for ever the viva- 
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city of the Baroneſs, by communicating an 
anxiety ſhe could not relieve, and with a 
heart far from being at eaſe, ſp . ced into 
her countenance an air of cheerfulneſs that 
deceived the eye. 


Ivan came at the uſual hour, but to the 
queſtions of Madame Hartfen, he replied 
that he had not heard a ſyllable of the con- 
ſequences of their adventure, and that his 
men had arrived unobſerved at their quarters. 
His viſit was ſhort, for the Baron, whom he 
had met upon the road, had charged him to 
return immediately to Moſcow, and call at 
his houſe for the information he ſhould have 
gathered from Bindorf. 


% My dear Phedora, ſaid the Baroneſs 
when Ivan had quitted them, © as I know 
you have the intereſt of young Leuhaupt very 
much at heart—-be not alarmed, I mean 
merely from the affection you feel for his 
family, I ſhall inform you that I have charged 
the Baron, as he values your favour, not to 

vitiate 
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94 
vitiate his manners, and brutaliſe his ſenti— 
ments by aſſociating him with his companions, 
He thanked me for the implied compliment, 
added ſhe laughing, but promiſed to attend 
to my injunctions. As I am myſelf therefore 
at eaſe concerning Ivan, I thought it would 
be proper to tranquiliſe your mind alſo upon 
the ſubje&, and now we will drop it.“ 


They then converſed ſometime upon indit- 
ferent topics, now and then adverting to that 
one, which even in dreams had engroſſed the 
imagination of the Baroneſs, until the ee d 
tele was interrupted by the appearance of a 
domeſtic, who ſaid that Captain Rectzizi 
claimed admittance. Phedora ſtarted at a 
ſound ſo unexpected, and even Madame 
Hartfen loſt her preſence of mind, for ſhe 
imagined he came to announce unwelcome 
intelligence reſpecting either Rimbach or her 
huſband. 


Caſſimir entered, and glancing his eyes 
towards Phedora, coolly bowed to her: ſhe 
returned 
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returned the ſalutation with a varying aſpect, 
and would inſtantly have retreated, but that 
he begged the Baroneſs to detain her a few 
moments, as he wiſhed to mention in her 


preſence a ſubject that related immediately to 
her. 


« You hear wat Captain Rectzizi ſays, 
my dear Phedora,” ſaid Madame Hartfen: 
will you oblige us both by remaining 
here?“ 


She was unable to anſwer but by reſuming 
her ſeat, and Caſſimir then turning to her, 


aid, “ you know moſt certainly, that my 


mother has confided to me five hundred 
rubles for your your uſe ?” 

The generous conſideration of the Coun- 
els is not unknown to me,“ replied ſhe with 
altering accents. 

« I have only to ſay,” reſumed Rectzizi 
aſtily, and with a freezing countenance, 
that | would willingly have retained the 
targe of this money until it had been 

required 
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required of me, but that I am ſudd.nl; 
ordered from Moſcow : I wiſh to learn with 
whom I am to place it: perhaps I may deli- 
ver it into the hands of Mr. Leuhaupt imme- | 
diately.” | 

« Ah would to heaven you could !” ſhe 
exclaimed, imagining he ſpoke of the 
revered protector of her childhood. 


The Baroneſs bit her lip, and Caflimir 
bluſhed deeply from ſurpriſe, mortification 
and anger. 


ec But,” added Phedora, Mr. Leu- 
haupt is unhappily not yet x 


She ſtopped, leſt by dwelling on the ima- 
gined diſtreſs of the beloved exiles, ſhe ſhould 
be compelled to give way to the ſoftneſs that 


« I underſtand you,” ſaid Rectzizi ab- 
ruptly; © perhaps then Madame Hartfen 
wil 
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ill take charge of the depoſit until Mr. 
Leuhaupt can claim it of her,” 

ce Tt would be adding to the many obliga- 
jons ſhe has already heaped upon me, 
eplied Phedora timidly, 


The Baroneſs expreſſed her readineſs to do 
ny thing that ſhould be required of her; and 


ould pay the money into the hands of the 
Baron, at his houſe at Moſcow, 


When this point was ſettled, he turned 
nce more to Phedora, and in a manner 
ohly tinctured with farcaſm, told her he 
erfectly coincided in the earneſt wiſh ſhe 
ad expreſſed, that Mr, Leuhaupt could 
nmediately and conſiſtently with the inten- 
ons of his mother, be inveſted with the five 
undred rubles, 


« Ah, Captain Rectzizi,“ replied ſhe, 
my heart thanks you for that intimation : 
OL, III. F yet 
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aſſimir then concerted with her that he. 


98 PHEDORA, 


yet ſituated as I have the good fortune to be, 
it is not ſo much my welfare that I conſult in 
the wiſh you mention, as the happineſs of the 
worthieſt and the beſt of men.“ 

« No doubt he is ſuch,” cried Rectzizi, 
with an emotion he could not repreſs; © but 
ſurely whilſt your conduct evinces your ſen- 
timents ſo ſtrongly, there can be little necel- 
ſity for ſuch repeated and animated pro- 
feſſions!“ 

« You cannot blame me,“ exclaimec 
Phedora with a look of ſurpriſe, “ for feeling 
and acknowledging with energy the tender 
gratitude I owe him.” 

« I commend it extremely,” ſaid Caflimir 
in an accent and with a look of rage. The 
uttering a haſty compliment to the Barone: 
who had in vain endeavoured to check ti 
irreſiſtible ſmile that agitated every muſc 
in her countenance, he retired with a violenc 
of emotion, that for ſome minutes after 
had left the room occaſioned an unbrok 
filence, | 


b 
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ce What is the matter with this Rectzizi?“ 
cried the Baroneſs, with an affected air of 
aſtoniſhment. 
« I know not,” replied Phedora ſighing: 
„ but he is greatly altered. I think he 
i appeared diſpleaſed with the extent of his 
-M mother's liberality to me: if ſo, I would to 
- beaven he would retain one half of it, nay 
0 every ruble except thoſe you Madam have 
ſo kindly diſburſed for me.” 
ell © 1 cannot think him ſo fordid,” replied 
Madame Hartfen ; “ for I have heard that 
dei he was generous to excels.” 
« He is greatly altered!“ repeated Phe- 
nin dora with a yet deeper ſigh. 


ll The conſcience of the Baroneſs now 
tu became exceſſively troubleſome to her, and 
he changed the converſation, 


x When the Baron returned, and to the 
oke toniſnment of his wife he was unaccompa- 
ned by either of his friends, he confirmed the 
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from Moſcow, and added, that his regiment 
was ordered into the Ukraine, where it was 
expected there would be warm work, “ ſo 
that your friend Rectzizi,“ ſaid he, © will 
have an opportunity of ſignalizing himſclf, 


and getting promotion if he outlives the heat 
of the day.“ 


Phedora ſhuddered, and Madame Hartfen 
who ſaw her emotion, prevented the Baron 
from continuing, by ſuddenly enquiring for 
the reſidue of Rimbach's adventure. 


« Poor unhappy devil!” exclaimed he, 
laughing heartily : „never was man ſo much 
the dupe of his own imagination. I learnt 
from Bindorf who has ſeen him, that he did 
not reach his lodgings until this morning, 
half killed, half periſhed, and half crazy wit! 
indignation and fury againſt the authors of his 
misfortunes; though I find he imagines hg 
had loſt kis road when he fell into our trap 
and actually ſuppoſes that his ſufferings were 
inflicted by the rapacity of a party of ſtrag 
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gling Coſſacks in ſearch of plunder. He 
vows vengeance therefore againſt the whole 
nation, and conſiderably adds to the pain he 
1 endures by the moſt outrageous frenzies of 
p paſſion, As for the villain Michaelhoff, he 
has been ſtill more unfortunate than his 
maſter, and not Leing able to get home 
without aſſiſtance, he lay in the wood where 
our party left him, till Rimbach ſent out 
ſome ſcouts to fetch him in.“ 


Phedora abſorbed in meditation, heard not 


a word the Baron had uttered ; nor did ſhe 
remember that he was preſent, till he took 
en ber hand, and drew her out of her reverie by 


10 who was now become a firſt-rate favourite 
with him. 


i © Charming Phedora,” continued he, 
why ſhould you wait for the old man's 
preſence to give this fair hand to his ſon ? 
we can eaſily obtain a Lutheran miniſter, for 
the Baroneſs tells me thoſe are your prin- 
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ciples, and then the happineſs of this gallant 
young fellow will be ſecured.” 


Phedora gazed upon Madame Hartfen and 
the Baron alternately, till at length the neceſ- 
ſity of undeceiving him ſuperceded in her 
mind the extreme ſurpriſe and ſome mixture 
of anger which ſhe felt at an attack ſo unex- 
pected. 


When ſhe had fully explained her ſenti- 
ments for Ivan, the Baron in his turn exhi- 
bited ſymptoms of aſtoniſhment not unmixed 
with incredulity: but Phedora unable any 
longer to ſupport her ſpirits from ſinking to 
the loweſt ebb, diſregarded both the one and 
the other, and withdrew with precipitation, 


When ſhe had gained her own apartment, 
ſhe burſt into a paſſionate fit of tears, which 
relieved the fullneſs of her heart, and ſhe 
then became ſufficiently compoſed to review 
with tolerable exactneſs the conduct of Rett- 


zizi: it appeared to her that he was highly 
offended; 
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fended ; but though ſhe had for a moment 
allowed herſelf a ſuppoſition injurious to the 
nown liberality of his character, ſhe could 
ot perſevere in an opinion ſo degrading, 
nd concluded with the idea that he had learnt 
he viſits of Ivan, and thought that his partia- 
ity to her was returned with an equal ſenti- 
ent of affection, If he indeed imagined fo, 


bis mind that though ſhe could never dare to 
leſerve the cenſure of her own heart by 
ſtening to his vows, ſhe would never receive 
hoſe of another. But he had fled fo ſud- 
enly from her ſight !—ſhe recollected too, 
hat ſhe had not had time to inquire after the 
jelfare of the Counteſs, or that of the gentle 
meri, and ſeverely reproached herſelf with 
he omiſſion, It was now ſhe reflected, too 
ate to repair it, as Rectzizi was moſt pro- 
ably already on his march to gain a ſituation 
plete with varied and unavoidable perils: 


iguiſh not to be repreſt : but the Baroneſs, 
ho gueſſed how ſhe was employed, now 
F 4 interrupted 


e wiſhed to undeceive him, to impreſs on 


idea again drew from her eyes tears of 
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interrupted their courſe by her entrance, an 
Phedora dreading her raillery equally wit 
the more ſerious yet gentle reprehenſion ff = 
ſometimes employed to check her too ſolemi NA 
meditations, ſtarted up in ſome confuſion 
and hardly knowing what ſhe ſaid, made: 
broken apology for the viſible indulgence ſh, 
had given to her tell-tale tears, 


Madame Hartfen ſhook her head: vo u 
have frightened away the Baron, cried ſhe 
« he is actually returned to Moſcow, and 
expect you will conſole me for the depriva 
tion of which you are the cauſe, Com 
therefore without any reluctance, and amuW 
me for the reſt of the day, without giving wa 
a moment to abſence and reflection.“ 


She then led her to the ſitting- room, an 
told her that in compliance with the earne 
entreaty of the Baron they muſt again tak 
up their reſidence at Moſcow, until tit 
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ec If you have not any objection to urge 
zcainſt this plan, faid Madame Hartfen with 
her accuſtomed kindneſs, © we will depart 
- morrow, otherwiſe we muſt remain here 
xcather-bound for ſome time.“ 


Phedora readily aſſented to the propoſal, 


peaceful habitation of the Baroneſs, for the 
notous one of her huſband. On the follow- 
Ing day therefore they ſet off for Moſcow, 
here they arrived without accident, notwith- 
anding a few inconveniences they were 
bliged to encounter from the effect of a 
pid thaw, which had partially mellowed and 
roken the ſnow, ſo as nearly to prevent the 
oſſibility of any kind of travelling. 


Ivan heard of their intended expedition: 
dm the Baron, and met them on the road 
fore they had proceeded two verſts; his 


finite ſervice to them, and to him they were 
rincipally indebted for their ſafety. 
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altructions and perſonal exertions were of 


= 2 The- 


— 


— 


1 


106 PHE DORA. 


The Baron warmly expreſſed his gratitude 
for the intrepidity with which they had under. 
taken the journey to gratify his wiſhes, and 
Jalgourouki formed his countenance into 
ſomething like a ſmile when Phedora appen- 


ed to him. Bindorf was abſent, charitaby ! 
employed the Baron faid, in attending hi | 
ſick friend, who was not yet able to quit hi *© 
bed. Ivan was invited to ſtay dinner, and * 
the approving aſpect of Madame Hartfen h 
induced him to accede to it moſt readily. h 
W 
The evening was not as uſual wholy © 
ſpent in riot and intoxication; and thoug d. 
young Leuhaupt did not eſcape from table th 
with intellects as clear as when he ſat down} N 
to it, it was yet evident to the Baroneſs ti * 
her huſband had complimented her injunCtio 
with an attention- tolerably ſcrupulous and 
extremely unuſual. CO 
| qu 
Jalgourouki with a very ſmall ſhare ol ©2 
tre 


diſcernment, ſoon began to ſuſpect where tt 


attachment of Ivan was placed, and regard *P 
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ing him with a viſible diſapprobation, received 
in return looks of anger and jealous reſent- 
ment. | 


The Baroneſs readily perceived their 
mutual glances, and dreading left young 
Leuhaupt in his preſent ſituation ſhould 
unguardedly draw upon himſelf the enmity of 
a man who poſſeſſed the power of injuring 
his fortunes, ſhe hinted to him with the good- 
humoured freedom ſhe knew how to exert 
without offending, that it was time for him 
to retire. As he never diſputed her man- 
date, he immediately obeyed her, much to 
the ſatisfaction of Phedora, who ſaw that he 


was in a humour to quarrel, though ſhe had 


not diſcovered the reaſon of it, 


The Baroneſs now began to be very well 
convinced, that in defiance of the good 
qualities of Ivan, he was exactly calculated 
to render the life of her young friend ex- 
tremely * miſerable, ſhould he ever prevail 


upon her to unite her fate with his. She ſaw 
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that his love was highly tinctured with jea- 
louſy, and as the peculiar beauty of Phedon 
could not fail to raiſe general admiration, 
this bias which partook of the violence that 
accompanied every ſentiment with which he 
was agitated, would become both to him and 
to her, a perpetual ſource of diſquiet, and 
baniſh from her heart the friendſhip ſhe had 
been uſed to feel for him, and the gratitude 
with which ſhe might otherwife repay his 
love; whilſt it would prevent her fron MW f. 
imbibing a more tender regard for him. C 
She could not help ſecretly reflecting at the M n 
fame time that Caſſimir Rectzizi appeared M N 
endued with that temperance of mind, that MW ri 
power of ſubjugating the reſentments, the M f 
jealouſies, the vindictive emotions equally W an 
involuntary and unjuſt, which the human ba 
heart whilſt it is ſubject to error will ever ar 
feel, She ſaw that Phedora diſcerned the bot 
faults of the one with a clear and unbiaſſed ſo 
judgment, and even magnified the virtues of ¶ co 
the other with the fond partiality of love. ha 
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The Baroneſs had heard from her lips, 
thoſe events which had introduced Rectzizi 
ſo advantageouſly to the knowledge of Phe- 
dora, when the ſimplicity of her mode of 
life, and the narro circle of humble beings 
in her native village, were little calculated to 
guard her mind from the impreſſion it re- 
ceived, by placing in imagination between 
her and the being ſhe ſo much admired, the 
unthought-of barrier of high rank and con- 
ſiderable wealth, In truth the ſweetneſs of 
Caſſimir's temper, his gentle manners, the 
modeſt deference with which he liſtened to 
Mr. and Mrs. Leuhaupt, and the ready hila- 
rity he diſplayed when he joined in conver- 
ſation with the younger part of the ſet 
amongſt whom chance had thrown him, 
baniſhed every idea of ſuperiority from the 
artleſs mind of Phedora, when it had once 
loft the impreſſion his magnificent garb (for 
ſo ſhe thought it) and the unaffected air of 
command in which he addreſſed his men, 
had originally inſpired: and ſhe even ima- 
gined that Ivan or any other young man, 

might 
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might engage in the troops of the great Czar, 
and be what Rectzizi appeared. 


The Baroneſs liſtening to the narrative of 
her life, which ſhe had engaged her to relate 
circumſtantially, traced from her early years, 
all her purſuits, her ſentiments and her wiſhes: 
ſhe followed her with a ſtrict and ſcrutinizing 
eye through each various turn of fortune, and 
dived into the receſſes of her heart, whilſt 
with keen perception, ſhe marked the pro- 
greſſive and alternate emotion that accompa- 
nied each epoch of the tale. Hence the 
ſtrong iriend{hip ſhe experienced for Phe- 
dora: it was founded on the virtues, the 
amiable candour, the gentle goodneſs. of a 
mind ſhe had carefully examined; and the 
more viſible but not leſs pleaſing qualifica- 
tions which daily preſented themſelves to her 
notice, rivetted the attachment to which they 
had originally inclined her. In proportion as 
it increaſed, ſhe found herſelf leſs and leſs 
willing to forward the claims of Ivan, ard 


more diſpoled to regret the improbability of 
her 
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her union even at any future time with Caſ- 
ſimer Rectzizi: but the confulence the Coun- 
teſs had repoſed in her, and the real welfare 
of Phedora forbade any intimation of theſe 
ſentiments, and ſhe prudently repreſt them. 


Almoſt unknown however to herſelf, thoſe 


arguments ſhe ſtill maintained in favour of 
young Leuhaupt, loſt the efficiency, the 
vigour and ſpirit ſhe had originally given 
them, and the heart of Phedora felt and 
rejoiced in the change. But as the zeal of 
the Baroneſs cooled, Ivan found another 
advocate in her huſband, who charmed with 
the open character of the young man, and 
that frankneſs of demeanor ſo congenial with 
his own, ſeized every opportunity of advan- 
cing his intereſt, by extolling him 1n the pre- 
ſence of Phedora, Unconſcious of the aim 


of the Baron, ſhe heard his commendations 


for ſometime with pleaſure, and was gene- 
rouſly delighted that Ivan had obtained 
ſo powerful a friend; but when ſhe diſcovered 


that they were thrown out as lures to entrap 
her 


112 PHEDORA. 


her more peculiar approbation, ſne could no 
longer liſten to them with complacency: her 
patience forſook her at being thus perpetually 
urged on a theme that became each day more 
repugnant to her inclinations, and the extreme 


good- will of the Baron did poor Leuhaupt 


conſiderable injury in her opinion. 


Phedora longed to know if Rectzizi had 
quitted Moſcow ; but ſhe felt an unconquer- 
able diſlike to queſtion the Baron upon the 
ſubject, and ſtill more reluctance to apply to 
Madame Hartfen: ſhe had heard the appel- 
lation of Caſſimir's regiment, and had retained 
it with an exactneſs of memory ſhe invariably 
experienced about every thing relating to 


him: ſhe therefore ſeized an opportunity of 
being a few moments alone with J algourouki 


to inquire with ſome heſitation, and ſtill more 
confuſion, if it ſtill remained at Moſcow, 


The Ruſs informed her after a long and 


ſolemn- pauſe, during which ſhe ſuffered a 
thouſand uneaſy and apprehenſive emotions, 
that he could not. anſwer her interrogation, 

but 
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but that he would aſk of ſome officers his 
friends, 


«© No, no!” cried ſhe eagerly, © I am 
far from wiſhing you to have ſo much trouble 
about a matter of mere curioſity : I beg you 
will not aſk any one, for I have no further 
wiſh to know.” 


Jalgourouki inſiſted however, that he 
would make every inquiry in his power, and 
deſired her to repeat the name of the regi- 
ment, that he might not miſtake it for 
another, 


At this moment Ivan entered the room ; 
but the Ruſs entirely diſregarding his pre- 
ſence, ſtill continued looking at Phedora as 
if he awaited the intelligence he had demand- 
ed; and ſuppoſing by her ſilence ſhe had not 
heard him, he repeated with a very dehbe- 
rate accent the name of the regiment and 
aſked if he was right, 


ce What 
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« What of it?” ſaid Ivan haſtily, and 
changing colour. 

66 replied Phe- 
dora in an agony, © only I— that is Prince 
Ci | Jalgourouki miſtook me—I aſked him a 
queſtion of indifference and he would give it 


* Nee r 


L 


more attention . 
„ « What is the queſtion ?” repeated Ivan: 
| © perhaps,” he added, turning to the Ruſs, 
1 cc Co BD 
| I could anſwer it. 


is « Very poſſibly, returned Jalgourouki : 

 & do you know if Czeretoff's regiment is Were: 

1 ſtill at Moſcow?“ put 

B « Was this the queſtion ?” aſked Ivan, ¶ ſbe 

| | his eyes ſparkling with anger: © yes it has Nectet 
left Moſcow : nor does that favoured indi- 

vidual ſtay behind, for whom this indifferent N 

queſtion was urged.“ harſ! 


— — 4 — 


7 His indignant voice and manner, however {Parc 
| diſpleaſing to Phedora, ſhe endured with etre 
patient ſilence, becauſe her heart accuſed her et ! 
of having acted with impropriety: but the 
reſentment of Ivan was not 1n tne preſent 
| 7 inſtance 
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inſtance to be ſoftened by the gentle for- 
bearance that tacitly confeſſed her error; and 
the Baron on entering the apartment, was 
aſtoniſhed at the diſcompoſure of his counte- 
nance, and the vehemence of his geſture; 
whilſt the Ruſs ſcarcely comprehending any 
part of what kad paſt, regarded him with an 
almoſt equal ſurpriſe, and Phedora felt con- 
founded at the indecent violence of temper 
Ivan thus diſplayed before the Baron, and 
| ſhock'd at being the primary occaſion of it; 
dreading too the interpretation that would be 
put upon what ſhe had fo incautiouſly done, 
ſhe flew to the Baroneſs to confeſs her indiſ- 
cretion, and aſk her advice and interference, 


Madame Hartfen chid her, but without 
tarſhneſs ; and immediately paſſed into the 
apartment where Ivan ſtill remained with the 
Baron: Jalgourouki ſhe found had quietly 
retreated, but the impetuous young man was 
yet ſpeaking in an accent of violence. 


« Leuhavpt,” 
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« Leuhaupt,“ faid the Baroneſs, © when 
will you correct this vehemence of diſpoſi- 
tion? calm yourſelf and liſten to me.“ 

« Do fo,” cried the Baron; © ſhe will 
give you better advice believe me than! 
can. I leave you to profit by it.“ 


He then ſlipped away, and went to the 


with-drawing room of Madame Hartfen in 


ſearch of Phedora, whom he found in a diſ 


treſs of mind for which he could not account, 
with the traces of tears ſtill upon her cheeks, 


c Why do you weep, lovely Phedora!“ 
aſked he: © ler not the idle jealouſies of this 
young man diſturb you. Is 1t true that yo 
feel averſe from rewarding his love ?” 


She gave her aſſent; and the Baron the 
falling at her feet, with an air of gallantry 
entreated that ſhe would receive his homage 
with more indulgence, 


Phedo 
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Phedora ſtarted with a look of aſtoniſh- 
ment and horror at the poſition in which he 
had ſo ſuddenly caſt himſelf; the colour fled 
her face, and her limbs trembled. 


« Why all this ſurpriſe,” cried the Baron 
ſtill kneeling. : you muſt confeſs charming 
Phedora, that whilſt I imagined Leuhaupt 
had any chance of ſucceeding, I was far from 
endeavouring to ſupplant him ; but as you 
acknowledge ——.“ 

ce Be not fo barbarous as to ſpeak to me 
thus,” interrupted Phedora ; „ riſe Baron 
Hartfen, and do not by ſuch horrible cruelty 
deprive me of a friend fo reſpected, fo 
beloved, ſo amiable as the Baroneſs—bur I 
muſt now fly from her = 

te Fly from whom?“ exclaimed Madame 
W Hartfen as ſhe entered, „ not from me I 


bope us 


The Baron ſtarting up in confuſion ines 
preſſible, ſaw with a too-late regret, t! 
unpleaſant ſituation in which he had involve 

himſc 
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himſelf, his wife and the diſtreſſed Phedora, 
whoſe countenance marked the terror, the 
miſery, the agitation of her mind. Compaſ- 
ſion as well as juſtice, inſtantly prompted him 
to exculpate her in the opinion of the 
Baroneſs, 


« She is innocent,” cried he, © Phedora 
is innocent! I take every faint to witneſs .“ 

« My good friend,” interrupted Madame 
Hartfen coolly, © why ſhould you thus 
unconſcionably diſturb the repoſe of all the 
ſaints to atteſt a circumſtance I can never for 
a moment doubt? Is it poſſible Phedora, 
that forewarned as you muſt acknowledge you 
was of this agreeable little incident, you can 
thus flutter and diſcompoſe yourſelf as if it 
had ſtolen upon you unawares ? ſee,” added 
ſhe, turning to the Baron with a couatenance 
that annihilated every ſentiment of pride his 
heart had ever nouriſhed, * Behold the 
charming effect of your proſtrate adorations! 
the words admiration and love falling from 


your lips, have put our poor Phedora into 
ſuch 


it 
of 
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ſuch an agony of horror and antipathy, that 
it will coſt-me a whole day to rally her out 
of it.” 


The poor Baron unable any longer to 
withſtand this ſcene, made a ſudden effort to 
retreat from it; but Madame Hartfen catch- 
ing his arm, cried with a ſmile of unaltered 
pleaſantry, © Stay, recreant, and drop once 
more upon thoſe gallant knees to obtain the 
forgiveneſs of the gentle Rubenſki for the 
alarm you have given her.“ 


He complied without heſitation, and Phe- 
dora diſtreſſed as ſhe was, found herſelf almoſt 
compelled to laugh at the mien of the Baron, 
ſo different from that he had exhibited but a 
few minutes before, in the ſame humble poſi- 
tion. At the entreaty of Madame Hartfen the 
pardon was verbally granted, and the calm 
which Phedora had almoſt imagined to have 
been baniſhed for ever from her boſom, again 

turned, with the moſt enthuſiaſtic ſentiment 
| of 
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of admiration and gratitude to the Baroneſs, WW * 
in whoſe heart no mean envy or jealouſy Ii "it 
could find place. Her huſband ſenſibly un 
affected with the delicate generoſity of mind I ©: 
ſhe had ſo amiably diſplayed, payed her the JW ca! 
involuntary homage of reſpe& and attention Ich. 
ſhe ſo well merited from him, and to Phedora ¶ mi 
his conduct became equally kind and devoid ab! 
of cenſure. me 


The Baroneſs, who alone poſſeſſed the 
power of checking the {allies of Ivan's anger 
before his own reflections could moderate 
them, once more endeavoured to make him 
ſenfible of the injury he did to the intereſt he 
{till maintained in the boſom of Phedora, by 
the violence he permitted himſelf to exhibit N 
ſo perpetually in her preſence. ge 


ce If,” ſaid Madame Hartfen, “ you ſuſ- 
pect that ſhe prefers another to you, either 
give up a purſuit at which your delicacy 
ſhould recoil, or ceaſe to reproach her with 


a partie lity, 
6 
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a partiality, you mult be ſenſible from expe- 
nience is involuntary, and which if it is 
unfortunate, muſt be in itſelf more wounding 
than the bittereſt taunts diſappointed paſſion 
can ſuggeſt. Theſe believe me, can only 
change indifference into hatred, and it is a 
miſtaken notion to ſuppoſe that diſlike or 
abhorrence 1s ſooner transformed to a ſenti- 
ment of tenderneſs, than a more careleſs 
opinion at leaſt with a gentle and well regu- 
lated mind ; for ſuch an one will never hate 
without a ſufficient cauſe. Suſpicion and 
conſequent reproach, which ſuppoſe in the 
object on which they act, not the appearance 
enly but the reality of evil, will irritate the 
andour ſo wronged to a degree of irraſcibi- 
ty and diſdainful abhorrence it will ſeldom 
get, becauſe it is ſeldom induced to expe- 
ence them.” 


Ivan ſighed; he felt the propriety of 
ie alternative the advice of the Baroneſs 
ad pointed out to him, but he felt too, 
at he had not ſufficient ſtrength of mind 
VOL, 111. G to 
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to follow either. He imagined, and not 
without tome realon, that ſince the frac 
which Jalgourouki had ſo unintentionally 
occalioned, Phedora looked more coldly 
upon him, and this idea made him miſc. 
rabic: ſtill however he hovered about her, 
but in deſpair at the ill ſucceſs of his impor- 
tunities, he allowed her at length an inter 
miſſion of peace. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


„There is I know not what of ſad preſige, 
That tells me I all never ſee thee more.“ 


| HEDORA had been uneaſy at the neceſ- 
ty ſhe was in of living under the roof of the 
baron, after the unexpected ſcene ſhe yet 
rembled to look back upon ; but the unre- 
ting kindneſs of Madame Hartſen, who 
ndeavoured to chace from her mind every 
npleaſant reflection, and the reparation 
hich the increaſed reſpect of the Bacon 
emed meant to offer, at length removed the 


ward ſenfations which his preſence in- 
red, 
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at liberty to recognize once more its ancient 
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Some days after, ſhe was converſing tete } 
tete with her friend in a ſtrain more chcerfil 
than ſhe had lately been accuſtomed to, when 
the Baron ſuddenly entered the room, and 
told his lady ſhe muſt inſtantly prepare to quit 
Ruſſia, Madame Hartfen appeared fur- 
priſed, and deſired him to explain himſelf, 


c J have this moment,“ ſaid he, *“ ſcen : 5 
courier from the Czar, who has obtained e 
complete victory over the Swedes at Pul- « 
towa: I am ordered to join Menzikoff, who 
is haſtening to Poland with a large body df 
cavalry, and I am to ſelect of the regiments « 
now in Moſcow two of the fineſt to reinforce ¶ int 
him. You will doubtleſs chuſe to accompany 
me to your native country, which will now be ho 


ſovereign. You will travel in ſafety; and i x 
ſhall be my care to procure you a propei Ha; 
eſcort to Bielſk, ſhould we not paſs through vith 
it, that you may have the ſatisfaction of em dd 
bracing your friends there.“ tem 

« Fe; 


* Vide Hiſtory.of Ruſſia, 
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« Ts it poſſible, exclaimed the Baroneſs, 
« that all this can be true?“ 

« Very poſſible; returned he, ſmiling at 
her incredulity: © but you muſt haſten your 
preparations, for I muſt leave Moſcow the 
day after to-morrow.” 

« So ſoon! The roads are certainly very 
inviting for female travellers my little Ru- 
benſki will you venture with me?“ 

« Any where,” cried Phedora warmly ; 
to the dleſerts of Siberia or the plains of 
Aftracan !" f 

« Pravely reſolved!” exclaimed the Baron; 
but diſmiſs your fears: if you ſhagly fink 
into a mountain of drifted ſnow with a moraſs 
at the bottom of it, you will have three 


thouſand Ruſs ſoldiers to dig you out again.” 


He then hurried away, leaving Madame 
Hartfen and Phedora regarding each other 
with a kind of confuſed aſtoniſhment art the 
uddenneſs of the intelligence he had brought 
tiem, The Baroneſs however quickly recol- 
kted herſelf, and recovering her uſual pre- 
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ſence of mind, began to give the neceſſin 
orders to her domeſtics. 


Phedora ſolicited to be likewiſe employed, 
but before the Baroneſs could aſſign her * 
taſk, Ivan ruſhed into the room with a di. 
ordered aſpect, and exclaimed, 7 


« Have I heard right? are you quittin?M { 
Moſcow ?” 4 

We are,” replied Phedora, with a gen -· e 
tle accent, “ and you muſt think with what 
regret I leave it, whillt we each day expect 8 
the arrival of your dear and revered father, = 
and my beloved companion.” ec 

« Can you indeed Phedora,” cried he, 
te reſolve to fly the approach of thoſe wi 
would behold you with ſuch tender delight! 


can you conſent to deprive them of the exquy itt 
ſite happineſs of embracing you after ſo long unf 
ſo cruel a ſeparation ? If you can reflect upon. 
their bitter diſappointment and ſtill perſcvet kay 
in your deſign, ah Phedora! in compaſiio dep 
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to the wretched Ivan, who cannot live in 
your abſence, do not go!“ 

« If the Baroneſs will condeſcend to judge 
for me,” ſaid Phedora, © I will be implicitly 
guided by her counſel. I ſhould not be able 
to endure the anger of Mr. Leuhaupt, or that 
his heart ſhould filently accuſe me of ſelfiſh 
ingratitude. No—rather than allow him to 
form a ſuppoſition fo wounding, I would 
watch his approach at the gates of Mot- 
cow, without a roof to ſhelter me.” 


« You will remain here then,” cried Ivan 
eage rly. 

« will ſtay, or I will go,“ ſhe replied, 
e as the Baroneſs ſhall decide for me.“ 

«|My dear child,” ſaid Madame Hartfen, 
in this inſtance you mult decide for your- 
ſelf: I will ſimply ſtate the caſualtics that in 
either caſe might befall you.—lI have not 
unfortunately, any friend in Moſcow with 
yhom I could place you; I muſt therefore 
ave you at beſt in a doubtful ſituation, 
depending upon the protection of ſtrangers, 
It is true Mr, Leuhaupt and his daughter 
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might arrive very ſhortly, but it is more pro- 
bable that this weather will detain them till 
the roads are more paſſable: it may beit 
molt likely will be, more than a month before 
they can reach this place. Suppoſe the regi- 
ment of Ivan ſnhould in this ſpace be ordered 
from hence, you then loſe the only aid you 
have to reſort to, againſt the dangers your 
youth, the lovelineſs of your perſon and your 
defenceleſs ſituation expoſe you to. What 
would in this caſe become of you, if your 
Coſſack Zappnvo ſhould obtain any infor- 
mation of your reſidence, which even in this 
immenſe town is poſſible, * Your delightful 
lover Matheowitz too, ſhe added ſmiling, 
* might again drag you to his den, and not 
only introduce you to his auguſt family, but 
invite them with better ſucceſs to the wed- 


ding feaſt,” 
By 


* The city of Moſcow was twenty miles in circumference. 
A part of it called the Chineſe town, exhibited all the rarities 
of China ; and the quarter of the Kremlin was embelliſhed by 
the palace of the Czar, built by Italian architects, as weie 
two of the churches by the famous Ariſtotle of Bologna. — 


Vide Voltaire, 
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By the countenance of Ivan it now appeared 
that he began to yield to her reaſoning, and 
ſhe continued: © If on the contrary you 
accompany us to Poland, you will not at leaſt 
be without the protection you have hitherto 
experienced with me. It may be ſome 
months ere you ſee your worthy friends, but 
you will be morally certain of meeting them 
in a ſhort courſe of time, ſince the Baron will 
undoubtedly return to Moſcow when the 
object of this expedition is accompliſhed. 
The communication between the two king- 
doms would then I ſhould imagine become 
more frequent and leſs dangerous, and if you 
ſhould be deſirous of rejoining your Livonian 
friends before the fortunes of the Baron recal 
him here, we ſhall meet with opportunities of 
entruſting you to the care of people in whom 
we could confide.“ 


Ivan now again wavered; the Baroneſs 
ceaſed, and Phedora knew not how to decide : 
ſhe ſaw to which ſide the opinion of Madame 
Hartfen leaned, but her heart was divided. 
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At length the dread of the almoſt irreſiſtible 
influence Mr. Leuhaupt and Catherine might 
be induced to employ in favour of Ivan, 
determined her to undertake the Polith 
Journey. | 


Hie heard her intention in ſilent deſpair, WM ' 
and would have withdrawn without the lcaſt Ml 
remonſtrance, had not the Baroneſs, affected f 
with a reſignation fo generally incompatible ! 
with his natural diſpoſition, detained him. f 


« Tell me Leuhaupt,“ ſaid ſhe, * does n 
not your judgment coincide with the re ſolu- E 
tion Phedora has adopted 8 lt 
| As you (tated her ſituation,” 
1 « ſhe could take no other: yet there 1s 4 
| plan, which were ſhe to adopt, no embarrall- al 
ment or apprekenſion of danger could remain] v1 


replicd he, 


=» on the mind: but you—even you, hithertog m. 
. fo much my friend and advocate, paſſed it fri 

by without notice,” ed 

Madam to 
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Madame Hartfen readily gueſſed his mean- 
ing, though ſhe deſired him to explain it. 


« Tf Phedora,” reſumed he, © would give 
me her hand before you leave Moſcow, every 
difficulty which attends her continuance here 
would ceaſe : you would then place her in 
the protection of one whoſe life thould be 
ſpent in manifeſting his gratitude, his admi- 
ration and love: but Phedora will not con- 
ſent to this—ſhe quits ine probably tor ever, 
without one ſigh or one exirefliion of regret, 
nor do I wiſh her to pronounce it, whillt her 
heart would coldly revoke the ſcntence, and 
ſtain her lips with falſchood. 

« Unkind Ivan!“ exclaimed Phedora : 
c why will you thus embitter the ſiſterly 
atection I have ever cheriſhed for you? why 
will you require a more tender ſentiment than 
my heart will acknowledge, and outrage the 
friendſhip I really experience, by theſe repeat- 
ed and cruel reproaches ?” 

« Will you,” demanded he, “ conſent 
to what I have propoſed, or will you give 
me up for ever?“ 
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« You already know my ſentiments,” 
returned Phedora, do not urge me to 
repeat them.“ 

«© Will you at leaſt engage,” reſumed 
Ivan, „that you will not favour the preten- 
ſions of any other man until you are reſtored 
to my father: promiſe me this, and I will 
torment you no longer, but endeavour to 
endure your abſence with ſome patience,” 


Phedora recollected the improbability of 
again meeting Caſſimir, or even if chance 
ſhould fo ordain it, the barrier of his father's 
his mother's diſapprobation, was impaſſable: 
his own indifference too——ſhe haſtened to 


give the promiſe Ivan required, notwith- 


ſtanding the prohibiting gravity of Madame 
Hartfen, and then hinted to him that his 


entrance had interrupted the preparations it 


was ſo neceſſary to make. 


Ivan retired with a mind tolerably com- 
poſed, and when he was gone the Baroness 
intimated to Phedora her diſlike to ſuch 
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engagements as ſhe had ſuffered young Leu- 
haupt to fetter her with, 


« You reflect not,” ſaid ſhe, © on the 
many circumſtances that may occur to ren- 
der them more painful and embarraſſing than 
you can poſſibly recollect at the moment they 
are given; when perhaps the importunity 
that extorts them, diſtracts and ſcatters that 
perception and firmneſs, which at ſuch a 
juncture are ſo neceſſary to direct the heart 
in what it ſhould with-hold in prudence, and 
grant to compaſſion : but the aſſent has paſſed 
your lips, and is beyond recal: let it dear 
Phedora, be the laſt of this nature you allow 
yourſelf to give, and may this little reform in 
a too unthinking and generous compliance, 
be affected by my advice alone, without the 
aid of that repentance which I have, ſimply 
it may be, ſpoken of to you.“ 


Phedora thanked the Baroneſs for this 
repreſentation, which ſhe was ſenſible friend- 
ſhip only had drawn from her, and thanked 

her 
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134 | 
her too for the wiſh with which it was 
Cloſed. | 


It was ſome time after Ivan had left the 
houſe, that Madame Hartfen recollected the 
poſſibility there exiſted, that he might accom .- 
pany them into Poland, ſhould her huſband 
in ſelecting the two regiments, chuſe that to 
which he belonged as one of them. She 
immediately communicated this idea to Phe- 
dora, who was far from deriving any pleaſure 
from it: it pictured to her, Mr. Leuhaupt 
and the amiable Catherine after a long and 
perilous journey, when they expected to find 
themſclees ſurrounded with friends, ſtill deſo- 
late, abandoned, and wanting the conſolatory 
and cneriſhing tenderneſs their melancholy 
pilgrimage had too well fitted them to receive. 
She determined however, with the aſſiſtance 
of the Baron, to leave in the hands of ſome 
perſon at Muſcow, the principal part of Coun- 
teſs Rectzizi's donation for their uſe : and 
this expedient once thought of, in ſome de- 
gree relieved her anxiety concerning them. 


Madame 
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Madame Hartfen undertook to arrange 
this point, which too much intereſted her, 
ſhe ſaid, to allow it to be neglected. When 
the Baron returned home therefore, ſhe tock 


him apart, and having intimated the with of 


Phedora, and added ſome inſtructions of her 
own, ſhe charged him to terminate the 
buſineſs inſtantly, that her young friend and 
herſelf might loſe all uncaſintſs leſt it ſhould 
be omitted. 


The regiment of Ivan Leuhaupt, the 
Baron told her, he had been compelled to 


reject; but as it would not long remain 


inactive at Moſcow, he thought the depoſit 
had better be placed with the knowledge of 
the young man, in the care of ſome perſon 
whoſe reſidence was fixed and certain, 
Madame Hartfen aſſented; and then con- 
ſulted him upon ſome particulars relating to 
her little habitation, which contained things 
ſhe was unwilling to abandon, yet knew not 
how to remove, 


Prince 
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Prince Jalgourouki accompanied his friend; 
but Major Bindorff whom the Baroneſs and 
Phedora had ſeen very little of ſince their 
return, remained in Ruſſia. He appeared 
the day preceding their departure, to bid 
them adieu, and prepare them for the inten- 
tion of Colonel Rimbach, who meant to 
venture from his lodgings for the firſt time 
ſince his miſad venture, to mitigate the mor- 
tification he felt at their unexpected journey 
by a perſonal fare well. 


The Baroneſs was delighted with the pre- 
caution he had taken of announcing his pur- 
poſe, becauſe it gave her an opportunity of 
rendering it abortive: for ſhe declared her 
inability to receive any gueſt, whilſt her mind 
was ſo much agitated by a variety of cares, 
and her memory charged with more than it 
could retain. The Major appeared diſcon- 
certed at this rebuff, but it was unanſwerable, 
and he withdrew very little ſatisfied. 


The 
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The ſtricteſt inquiries and reſearches were 
now made throughout Moſcow, leſt Mr. 
Leuhaupht ſhould have arrived within the 
laſt day or two, and Phedora by her depar- 
ture be deprived of ſeeing him when it had 


been in her power: but it appeared from 


theſe, that no traveller from the eaſtern gate 
had entered Moſcow for a week paſt, a cir- 


cumſtance for which the total breaking up of 


the froſt fully accounted. However Phe- 
dora found herſelf dilappointed by the ill- 
ſucceſs of the effort, ſhe could not avoid 
feeling the livelieſt gratitude to the Baron and 
Madame Hartfen for having made it. 


Ivan would not quit her but when his duty 
called him away, and ſhe dreaded the moment 
of ſeparation, when ſhe expected to be pained 
by a diſplay of that vivacity of ſentiment, 
which when excited either by joy or ſorrow, 
knew no bounds in the boſom of young 
Leuhaupt. The Baroneſs too, could not 
look forward to it, without the apprehenſion 


of ſome extravagance on the part of Ivan, 
and 
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and infinite miſery on that of Phedora: ke 
determined therefore to avoid both the one 
and the other, by miſleading him as to the 
hour of their departure. The Baron was 
inſtructed to mention a much later one than 


that on which it was agreed they ſhould be gin 


their haſty journey: and he privately entreated 
young Leuhaupt's Colonel, with whom he 
was well acquainted, to detain him upon 
duty, until Phedora and the Baroneſs ſhould 
be many verſts from Moſcow. 


In the evening, as Ivan role to go, Phe- 
dora involuntarily hel out her hand to him 


and bade him farewell: he appeared ſur- 


priſed, yet kiſſed her hand, and repeated the 
adicu. 


© J ſhall ſee you to-morrow,” added he 
eagerly ; © I will be here as early as poſſible, 
Ah would to heaven I could bring you the 
intelligence of my father's arrival! would 
you ſtill leave Moſcow ?-“ 


« am 
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« T am afraid,” returned ſhe, © you will 
not have an opportunity of ſeeing how I 
would act in that caſe,” 


Early in the morning the carriage was 
ordered to the door: the Baron rode a few 
verſts on horſe- back at the head of his troops, 
of which he had taken the command, and 
waited only to fee the Baroneſs and Phedora 
accommodated as conveniently as poſſible in 
the vehicle he had procured, which was 
deſtined to contain occaſionally beſides a 
woman of Madame Hartfen, himſelf and 
Jalgourouki. The Baroneſs regarded the 
machine for {ome time in ſilence, and could 
not help regretting that the ſeaſon would no 


longer allow the ule of the ſledge: ſhe now' 


began in imagination to compute the diſ- 
aſters, overthrows and miſhaps, a ponderous 
Ruſs carriage was ſo liable to meet with in 
roads almoſt wholly impaſſable, and entirely 
broken by a rapid thaw, ſucceeding to a froſt 
of many months, in which time inceſlant 
falls of ſnow mult have accumulated in the 


vallies, 
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vallies; and where the ſun could penetrate to 
detach it from the mountain ſide, it would 
foon {well the moſt trifling brook into a rapid 
and dangerous torrent. Yet in the midſt of 
the reverie Madame Hartfen indulged, the 
picture of the Coſſack waggon with the 
figure of Zareta moſt prominently placed in 


the piece, ſuch as Phedora had deſcribed it, 
ſtruck her fancy, put to flight all the grave 
re flections her fears had muſtered, and {he . 


indulged herſelf in a ſudden fit of laughter, | 
a 
The Baron had obſerved her thoughtſul. I © 
neſs, and was molt une xpectedly pleaſed with 
the iſſue of it; for ſome of the ideas which 
had fo forcibly affected her, had likewiſe 
made ſome impreſſion upon his mind ; but he 
was not of a diſpoſition to give way to any 
obſtacles that happened to thwart either his 
wiſhes or his projets, and ſeized the moment 
of returning gaiety in the Baroneſs, to inquire | 
of the female attendant who accompanied dri 
her, if the proviſions were already placed in cha 
the carriage, 
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An anſwer in the affirmative, was the ſignal 
for Phedora and her lively friend to follow. 


« Are you ready?“ inquired he. 

«To. replicd Madame Hartfen with a 
ſhrug of reſignation; © we have engaged to 
march under your ſtandard, and we will not 
deſert,” 


She then led the way to the carriage, and 
Phedora accompanied her. The Baron 
aſſiſted them into it, with a promiſe to over- 
take and rejoin them within an hour, 


© You will ſhare our fate then,“ returned 
Madame Hartfen, © whatever it may be: 
but what is become of Jalgourouki ?” _ 

« He rides with me; replied the Baron; 
e you will ſee him at the ſame time.“ 


He then gave the word of command to the 
driver, who began like Phedora's Coffack 
charioteer, with a trot the Baroneſs would 
* have excuſed herſelf from being 
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ſenſible of; but a recollection of Ivan made 
her endure the inconvenience with fortitude, 
the more ſurely to ſpare him and her young 
companion a parting interview, 


ce Poor Leuhaupt!” exclaimed ſhe.—Phe- 
dora ſighed; yet in ſpite of the compaſſion 
that aſſailed her gentle heart, ſhe could not 
but rejoice in the certainty of not being 
compelled to behold his frantic grief, 


The Baroneſs travelled two or three verlts 
without ſpeaking, and apparently immerſed 
in thought. Phedora was pleaſed to be 
ſpared the effort of maintaining ſomething 
lite a converſation with a woman of Madame 
Hartfen's vivacious turn of mind, and indul- 
ged her own reflections without reſtraint : 
they were interrupted however, 1n rather 
more than halt an hour, by an incident that 
did not preſage a happy termination to the 


Journey, 


In 
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In going down a gentle deſcent, where the 
melting ſnow had formed in the midde of the 
road a deep but narrow channel of water, the 
driver intent on preventing his horſes from 
ſipping their feet into it, did not obſerve 
that the carriage was ſinking on the off fide 
through a ſlender ſurface of ice into an im- 
menſe rut, formed by the paſſing and repaſſing 


the ammunition waggons before the winter 
months had ſet in, 


Some Ruſs ſervants who attended the 
baroneſs on horſcback, ſaw the danger and 
aſed their voices to ſtop the carriage before 
toverturned : but having accomplithed this, 
iey had not ingenuity enough to be of fur- 
ter uſe, and Madame Hartien was obliged 
b wait the approach of her huſband, before 
be could be extricated from her unpleaſant 
tation ; for to advance or recede was found 


qually impoſſible. 


E 


The driver with infinite compoſure, took 
ln In a fir pouch that hung by his ſide, a 
bottle 


bottle of rye ſpirits, with which he amuſe 
himſelf in the interim, and the horſemen drey 
themſelves up in a cloſe phalanx on one ſide of 
the carriage, to ſhelter themſelves from a piere. 
ing ſhower of rain that rattled in large drops 
againſt the oppoſite one, whoſe chilling influ- 
ence made the travellers within, ſhiver beneath 
the furs that enveloped them, 


« Fortune is revenging upon you, {aid 
the Baroneſs to Phedora, © your cruelty to 
Ivan; and thus early in the alternative you 
have choſen in flying from him, gives you an 
agreeable perſpective of what ſhe means to 
do for you.“ 

« I am ſorry,“ returned Phedora ſmiling, 
te that you ſhould be implicated in the mif- 
chief ſolely aimed at me.“ 


« Very true,” ſaid Madame Hartfen: 
ce and J aſſure you if our progreſs continues 
to be impeded in this manner, I ſhall be 
tempted to ſet you out in the road ſide, and W- 
go on by myſelf.” 


The 


— . - = 
— — — — 


PHEDOR A. 145 


The fair culprit replied to this threat with 
the livelineſs 1t was meant to excite, and a 
kw minutes after, the Baron and Jalgourouki 
wpeared in fight, who haſtened to the car- 
age on obſerving at ſome diſtance its want 
pf motion. 


A detachment of ſoldiers was immediately 
dered to the ſpot, whoſe aſſiſtance ſoon 
xtricated the machine, and again the travel- 


rs advanced. They procceded then for 
dme time without halting, and at ſun- ſet the 
aron and his friend quitted their horſes and 
viged Madame Hartfen and Phedora with 
er ſociety. They continued journeying 
ugh flowly, all night, and at break of day 
ere delighted with the fight of a Ruſſian Inn, 
uch was as uſual however little better than 
novel, where all that could be obtained was 
aw for repoſe and a ſtove to re-animate the 
bzen traveller. 


The proviſions were brought from the 
mage; but the Baron and jalgourouki 
OL, 1iI, H alone 
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alone did honour to them, for Madame Hart. 
fen and her young friend were fatigued and 
ſpiritleſs In vain did the Baron rally them, 
or Jalgourouki praiſe the repaſt, they both 
turned from it with an ind ITETCNCE almoſt 
amounting to diſguſt, 


In about two hours they again reſumed the 
carriage; but in proportion. as they quitted 
the vicinity of Moſcow, the roads were found 
to be leſs paſſable, and their embarraſimenty 
increaſed : every aſcent and deſcent howev: 
gentle, was tedious and dangerous from thi 
rapid melting of the ſnow and ice, which per. 
petually broke the mellowed ground, an 
worked it into channels. The Baron began 
to be extremely alarmed at the difficult) lth: 


had in making the heavy Ruſs carriage kee be. 
up with the march of the troops, which Wal 
did not dare to ſlacken, and every hon 

the 


threatened to ſeparate them from each othe 
Even Jalgourouki maniteſted ſome uncaſine 
leſt this ſhould happen, and the Baroneſs wi 


not without apprehenſion; but the reitraing 
| tho 
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. Who fears which ſeemed a kind of reproach 
J her huſband for having urged her to under- 


1 Make a journey fo perilous, and wearing the. 


k Mcountenance of a heroine, affected to laugh at 
the inconveniencies ſhe had already endured, 
and thoſe which ſeemed on the- point of 
mailing her. Phedora was not on her part 
1 Mcompelled to diſſemble, for ſhe had found 
A berſclf in ſituations ſo much more unpleaſant, 
iat the preſent one appeared abſolute ſatery 
from the compariſon. 


ll After travelling three days and nights with 
erMWvery little intermiſſion of reſt, the whole 
and party arrived at Permitt, a town on the river 
ozWOcca. Here the troops halted a day, and 
che Baroneſs almoſt ſinking with fatigue, 
ee began to feel her complaitance unequal to the 
ak of ſupporting any further ſhow of ſpirit 
ond courage. When they quitted this place, 
the fears of the Baron were verified ; for the 
fice of the country being diverſified with hill 
nd dale, the drifted inow lying in the vallies 
in{WViuch the thaw had already ſoftened, was 
H 2 ſtill 
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ſtill more meliorated by the ſtreams thy 
poured from the hills; ſo that when a paſſage 
was dug for the carriage to paſs, it was almoſt 


inſtantly filled with water, 


Theſe diſficulties might have been eaſily 
fareſcen by the Baron, had he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to imagine that the froſt would have con- 


inued to break; but he relicd upon the 


carlineſs of the ſcaſon, and againſt his bette 
judgment perſiſted in aſſerting that it woul 


hold out until he reached the dutchy 0 
Luthu nia, The female travellers journeys 
onward however, to about eighty verſts wel 


of Permitt, and on arriving at a ſmall toy 
ſouth of Smolenſko, the Baron who fate 
that any delay in the march of the troop i 
to a diſhonourable motive 


would be 1nputed 
off engage the Swedes befor 


ſhould Menzik 
he joined him, propoſed to Madame Hartk 
that Phedora and herſelf ſnould remain ther 
under the protection of Jalgourouki, until ti 


weather became more ſettled, when the 
ſhould proceed to Minſki, and from thenq;, 
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to Grodno, where it was probable the Baro- 
neſs might find the Count and Counteſs 
Rectzizi. 


She very readily agreed to this plan, for ſhe 
ad not been at all enamoured of the dangers 
ſhe had already encountered, nor was ſhe very 
acer to meet thoſe ſhe might reaſonably 
pet if ſhe continued her route. 


The Ruſs, who had not been previouſly 
onſulted in this arrangement, heficaced a few 
oments, but at lengtn conſented to become 
er eſcort; for he had no polt in the troops 
e accompanied, and felt in ſpite of his 
nlegm, a ſingular ſacisfaction in che ſociety 
Madame iartfen's beautiful young friend. 


When the Baron took his leave, he ſalute 
Medora with an ati:ction open and unre— 
Iained, | 


t,“ do not think of me with a too juſt 


FE 1 ſcverity 


« Farewell charming Rubenſki,” cried 
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ſeverity of cenſure ; but learn from that g99 


little creature,“ he added, pointing to the 


Baroneſs, © to remember my faults wit: 
indulgence, and to overlook my follies.” | 


He then tenderly embraced Madan 
Hartfen, and departed with a thouſand injunc 
tions to Jalgourouki, to give a good accounſiſ* 
of his charge when next they met. ſo 


3 


What a ſtrange compolition,” exclainWm 
ed the Baroneſs after a few moments of ſilenc as 
5 1s the character of that man! the chic 

inducement I felt to this journey was I con 
feſs, that I might not loſe ſight of him; f 
I actually, began to entertain hopes that 
would aſſert himſelf and become the ration 
being nature intended him for: but now ti 
he will again wholly aſſociate with his R 
companions in arms, he will ſink, deepen 
perhaps, into the degeneracy that mocks al 
diſcourages every effort. I am tempted 


make OE rie. 


* 
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Phedora was not prompted by the voice 
of flattery, when ſhe affirmed that it was 
impoſſible but the Baron muſt at length be 
weaned from his errors, by the merit to 
which no one could be inſenſible. 


1 — 


« And who Madam,” continued ſhe, 

« that acknowledges the charms of your 

ſociety, would not when they could obtain 

It, quit any bias which the leaſt reflection 

nWmuſt ſhow to them in colours ſo unpleaſing, 
s your diſapprobation will ſtamp ic with.“ 


The entrance of Jalgourouki interrupted 
the converſation ; and Mailame Hartfen for- 
pot her grave reflections amidſt a +variety of 
tempts to diſcompoſe the ſolemnity of his 
mage ; but it was proof 20111lt the higheſt 
lights of her vivacity, and all the concomi- 
tint laughter of Phedora, 


c What ſhall we do with this anima!?“ 
ned the Baroneſs when he had retired : © the 
Mod Baron might as well rave aſſi ned us a 
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leaden ſtatue for a companion: however i 
his figure will frighten away a Zappavo or: 
Moretz, we muſt put up with his unconguer. 
able ſtupidity.” 


Phedora profeſſed herſelf perfectly well; 
ſatisfied with the diſpoſition of the Ruß, andy 
would even, ſhe ſaid, very much admire lic 


deſirable. ' 7 


« I ſhall not ſuffer,” added ſhe oaily, 
te from the neighbourhood of his inſenſibi 
lity ; but the ſhafts of your wit dear Baronel 
will be terribly diſgraced, by ſtriking again 
an object fo impenetrable.” 

« 'The dulneſs of the Prince,” replic 


Madame Hartfen, “has a very magical effed 


upon the ſhafts you ſpeak of; for before theyWe 
reach his comprehenſion, they are generaliWi 
reduced to the little feather that trims them 
and even that is often borne back to me ofeo 
the wings of a brandy zephyr.“ 0 
le 
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Whilſt ſne was ſpeaking, a regiment that 

paraded before the window, drew the atten- 

tion of Phedora, who was ſtruck with a 

reflection that the uniform was the ſame in 

el which Rectzizi had firſt appeared to her: 

young as ſhe then was, and delighted with a 

degree of finery ſhe had fo ſeldom contem- 

plated, it had made an impreſſion upon her 
memory not to be effaced. 


The men were drawn up immediately in 


hot, and their officers ſtood converſing in 
mall parties: Phedora looked in vain for a 
houre that reſembled the one ſhe had ever fo 
nuch admired ; but ſtill ſhe continued gaz- 
ing, till ſhe herſelf attracted the attention of 
ole whom ſhe appeared to regard fo ear- 
teſtly. An officer who had hitherto ſtood 
mth his back towards her, ſuddenly turned 
bund on receiving ſome intimation from his 
ompanion, and preſented to Phedora the 
buntenance of Lumerſki: ſhe was much 
leaſed at this unexpected rencontre, and 


fully made him a ſign of recognition. 
H 5 « My 
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cc My dear little friend,” ſaid the Baro. 
neſs, who had been obſerving her, © what 
delightful object has fixed you to that place 
for this ten minutes paſt ?” 

* have diſcovered Captain Lumerſki," 
returned ſhe : © it he is going to Moſcow, be 
will ſee Mr. Leuhaupt and Catherine: oh! 
would walk twenty verſts to ſpeak to him!” 

« We will endeavour to ſpeak to him," 
ſaid Madame Hartfen, „“ without the troubl: 
of walking quite ſo far.” 


She then called to one of her attendants 
bade him enquire for Captain Lumerſ | 
and inform him that Baroneſs Hartfen wiſheq : 
for the honour of his company for a ih 
moments, | 0 

When the ſervant was gone, © Phedora, 
cried Madame Hartfen, „ do not like thi 
character of this Lumerſki : but his own lip 
ſhall acquit or condemn him—be not alarm 
ed: 1 will neither accuſe nor reproach him 
But I will entreat you to reſtrain your 1mpa 
tience to ſee him, until I have firſt converſet 
with him.“ 


Phedol 
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Phedora aſſented with a little heſite tion, 

and then withdrew. Lumerſki almoſt imme- 

diately entered with a countenance of expec- 

tation, and having bowed to the Baroneſs 
looked round for the fair Rubenſki. 


ec Be ſeated,” ſaid Madame Hartfen ? 
« my little friend Phedora has but now 
quitted the room, you ſhall ſee her in a few 
minutes. She 1s at preſent under my protec- 
tion, in which Counteſs Rectzizi placed her 
ſome time back: you may imagine that in 
the many converſations we have had, your 
name and the obligations ſhe fo readily 
acknowledges to hav? received» from you, 
have been mentioned. From the benefi- 
cence of the Counteſs ſhe is no longer 
entirely deſtitute, and I am ſure it would be 
her wiſh that I ſhould diſcharge the pecu- 
niary part of her debt to you.” 


This was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by Lumerſki, 
who felt aukwardly conſcious that his conduct 
muſt have appeared to the Baroneſs in a diſ- 
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graceful light, if Phedora had mentioned it, 
as by her ſudden flight it was evident} 
thought of by her, without confefling at th 
ſame time the ſentiments he had imputed to 
her with ſuch undoubted certainty, Madame 
Hartfen fixed upon his countenance her pene. 
trating eyes, and gathered from the changts 
ſhe obſerved in it, ideas by no means advan- 
tageous to him: he experienced all the force 
of her expreſſive looks, and endeavoured to 
learn more particularly what ſhe thought of 
him, by entering into an explanation on his 
ſide, which would probably produce another 


on her part. 


« Phedora Rubenſki,” ſaid he, © by fly- 
ing fo unaccountably from me, and from th 
beſt protection I was able as a ſoldier to 
afford her, and plunging into dangers | 
ſhuddered to think of, grieved and hurt me 
more than I can expreſs: ſhe is infinitely 
dear to a family I love and revere, and | 
hoped! to have been fo ſituated as to have 


reſtored her to them, would ſhe but have 
4 awaited 
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awaited the accompliſhment of my purpoſe. 
I would willingly have given up my com- 
miſſion could I not otherwiſe have flown to 
ſuccour the worthy Leuhaupt's: but her pre- 
cipitate flight * 

« Captain Lumerſki,“ interrupted the 
Baroneſs, © tell me ſincerely, does not your 
conſcience furniſh you with a ſufficient reaſon 
for the action you call unaccountable ? you 
cannot be unacquainted with the delicacy of 
ſentiment ſo conſpicuous in my amiable little 
Rubenſki, and you muſt from thence ima- 
gine that ſhe would expoſe herſelf to any 
danger however great, to fly from benefac- 
tions unwillingly beſtowed.” . 

«© Does Phedora accuſe me of a conduct 
ſo mercenary ?” demanded he with much 
emotion, 


The Baroneſs now recollected the promiſe 
ſhe had given not t reproach Lumerſki, and 
was angry with herſelf that ſhe had broken it. 


« Phedora 
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« Phedora does not,“ replied ſhe more 
coolly, © accuſe you at all: ſhe mercly 
laments that you withdrew from her the 
brotherly kindneſs youſtill manifeſted for ſome 
time, evenafter you hadextricated her from her 
unpleaſant ſituation with Matheowitz. But 
when your air, your words and countenance 
diſclaimed the title of friend, ſhe could no 
longer conſent to receive from you thoſe 
benefits, which an accompanying complacency 
of manner alone renders ſupportable to the 
obliged.” 


Madame Hartfen checked herſelf when 
ſhe found that ſhe was again hurried into an 
infringement of the promiſe ſhe had volun- 
tarily made: and Lumerſki felt exccedingly 
embarraſſed to explain the motive upon which 
he had acted, without appearing to his fair 
monitreſs, whoſe keen glances he would wil- 
lingly have averted, a vain coxcomb—whoſe 
beſt excuſe for a want of humanity was 
founded in an abſurd conceit which had cauſed 

| him 
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him to act like an unfeeling and capricious 
fool. 


His heſitation whilſt he endeavoured to 
let the Baroneſs gently into the ſecret, ap- 
peared to her ſportive imagination ſo ridicu- 
lous, and his fears when ſhe reflected upon the 
unconſcious innocence of Phedora, ſo laugh- 
able, that ſhe could not refrain from ſmiling 
full in his face; and her air being rather 
tinctured with ſarcaſm, the explanation of 
Lumerſki ſuddenly arrived at a period, before 
he had entirely ended a little circumlocutory 
argument he had called to his aid, 

ce Believe me,” cried Madame Hartfen, 
* my poor little friend is as happily free 
from the prepoſſeſſion you aſcribe to her, as 
you could yourſelf wiſh her to be: nor did 
ſhe ever, I will affirm, conſider you for a 
moment, but as the intended huſband of her 
beloved Catherine Leuhaupt.” 

ce now entirely ſubfcribe to this opinion,“ 


returned he, extremely diſconcerted at the 
miſtake 


| 
{ 
: 
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miſtake he had been in; © for I have fo high 
an idea of the ingenuouſneſs of Phedora, that 
I am ſure ſhe would not wiſh to deceive you 
in any reſpect; and indeed had the been ſo 
inclined, I feel that it is impoſſible to eſcape 
your penetration.”” 

« Well then,“ ſaid the Baroneſs, © as we 
have each removed from the other an unplea- 
ſing error, we will call Phedora to participate 
in our diſcoveries.” 


Madame Hartfen then ſent to deſire the 
preſence of her fair companion, and Lumer- 
ſki advancing towards her as ſhe entered, with 
an air of contrition ſolicited her forgivencſs 
for the inconveniencies and dangers he had 
been the occaſion of her enduring, 


« You need" the leſs heſitate to orant 1t 
to me, dear Phedora, continued he, © as 
I ſhall be ſufficiently puniſhed by the abhor- 
rence of Mr. and Mrs. Leuhaupt and your 
lovely friend, when they learn what you 
ſuffered from my cxceſſive folly,” 


«YZ peak 


hi 
ca 
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» 


« Speak no more in this ſtrain,” returned 
Phedora, preſenting her hand to him, 1 
have already forgotten every thing in your 
conduct that gave me diſquietude ; but ah 
Captain Lumerſi! Mrs. Leuhaupt cannot 
now blame you, nor can her gentle voice even 
commend as ſhe was ever fond of doing.“ 

« You alarm me,” exclaimed he; “ relieve 
my fears!” 

« | would to heaven that I could!“ replied 
Phedora, the tears dropping from her eyes; 
* but alas! our ſweet Catherine has loſt her 
mother,” 


Lumerſki was affected: „“ What a cruel 
ſituation is her's!“ cried he: © no power on 
earth ſhall reftrain me! will inſtantly fly to 
Caſan.“ 

© You. had better direct your flight to 
Moſcow,” interrupted Madame Hartfen, 
* if you wiſh to ſce the worthy Leuhaupt and 
his daughter; for thither by this time the 
cares of the Count and Counteſs Rectzizi have 


conducted 
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conducted them. Are you marching that 
way?“ e 

cc Fortunately,” cried he, * we are: but 
where how ſhall I find them when I get 
there?“ 

« Of that,“ returned the Baroneſs, © we 
are ignorant; it is moſt probable however 
that Ivan will be able to afliſt your ſearch: 
he is a Lieutenant in the diviſion of Rulz 
Huſſars now at Moſcow.” 


Lumerſki was both ſurpriſed and delighted 
with this intelligence, which would he ſaid, 
be a circumſtance ſo conſoling to his family, 


6 This too,“ exclaimed Phedora, “ was 
the work of the good Count Rectzizi!“ 

«© What heavenly beneficence !” returned 
he: © You knew the Count then—was it at 
Moſcow you ſaw him?“ 


Phedora alfented. 


« Was 
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te Was my friend Caſſimir there?“ re- 
ſumed Lumerſki. 


Her cheeks fluſhed the deepeſt red at this 
queſtion, and the next inſtant all animation 
fled them as ſuddenly. The Baroneſs to 
relie ve her confuſion, replied to the inquiry, 
and Lumerſki then gradually ſunk into a 

| reverie, from which the teizing gaiety of 
Madame Hartfen ſoon drew him. 


ce It is ſtrange Phedora,”” cried ſhe, “ and 
equally provoking, that you have not had the 
curioſity to aſk Captain Lumerſki the reaſon 
of that reſerve, that drove you ſo precipi- 
s WM tately for ſhelter amidſt the tents of the 


»Coſſacks?“ 

d ce could not wiſh to remind him,” re- 

i: MW plicd ſhe, „of what he appeared anxious to 
forget.” 


« That is certainly very pretty,” ſaid the 
Baroneſs: * but have you not really any 
curioſity to learn this redoubtable ſecret ?”? 


« You 


j 
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e Youare reſolved to puniſn my ridiculous 

| folly,” cried Lumerſki, “ as indeed it 

deſerves to be puniſhed ; but I hope Phe. 
dora, who is all indulgence, will not inſiſt 
upon a diſcovery, which I own I am exceſ- 

ſively unwilling to make.” 

c But I,” ſaid Madame Hartfen, * have 

not by any means the ſame objections; ant . 
indeed I rather wiſh to caution my little 

friend, not to give in future, ſimiliar cauſe of I 

| offence. Know then my dear Fhedora, that Ml x 

is you were ſecretly accuſed of becoming deſ- Wl ir 

perately enamoured of the various exceilen- IM { 

Ws | cies of Captain Lumerſki, to the extreme Wm 


| endangering of his allegiance to his choſen MW yi 
| miſtreſs,” a 


Phedora imagined that the Baroneſs was 
| jeſting, till caſting her eyes undeſignedly upon 
Lumerſki, the exceſſive diſcompoſure of his 
| 1 countenance, which the arch expreſſion in 
| 


that of Madame Hartfen {till heightened, led 
her to ſuppoſe that ſuch had really been his 
ſentiments. She was then almoſt equally 
diſconcerted,; 
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diſconcerted; and felt a mixture of vexation 
and ſelf· diſpleaſure that ſhe ſhould have given 
birth to ſuch a conjecture. 


« Do you plead guilty ?“ cried the Baro- 
neſs, addreſſing the bluſhing Phedora. 

« ] highly eſteem and reſpect Captain 
Lumerſki, returned ſhe, * but ——” 

« Do not now think it neceflary,” cried 
Lumerſki earneſtly, © to aſſert that my 
abſurd ſuppoſition was unfounded. I have 
indeed deſerved all the ridicule this lady takes 
ſo much pleaſure in caſting upon me, and I 
muſt endure 1t with patience : but I hope you 
will think me ſufficiently puniſhed in the 
reproaches I cannot ceaſe to feel from my 
own heart, for having ſubjected you to the 
s Minconveniencies you have no doubt expe- 
n nenced, ſince my folly precipitated you ſo 
15 Wraſhly into the power of Cotzwar, for thus 
in War I traced you; but he fled immediately 
beyond my power of purſuit, and ſince that 
oment I was unable to learn your deſtiny, 

which 


»> 
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which believe me Phedora, I have reflected 
upon with inconceivable uneaſineſs.“ 

* Let it now ceaſe,” cried ſhe; *“ ſince [ 
have found in conſequence of the incident you 
regret, many valuable and dear friends, 
amongſt whom is the Baroneis Hartfen. 
Had I not been induced to leave the neigh- 
bourhood of Narva, the daughter of the 
beneficent Count and Counteſs Re@zizi 
might ſtill have remained in captivity, and 
the dear and worthy Leuhaupt's have lan- 
guiſhed for a longer period in baniſhment at 


Caſan.” 


« Captain Lumerſki, 
. Hartfen, © pardon me the little embarraſl- 


ſaid Madame 


ment I have given you in conſequence of 
the explanation I have forced you into, ſince 
it will remove from the minds of two very 
good ſort of people, Phedora and yourſelf, 
any little doubt or reſerve you might other- 


wiſe have mutually retained, 


She will for- 


give you in compliment to her friend Cathe- 
rine Leuhaupt, for whom you have mani 


teſted ſo ſteady an attachment; and thus 


aſſured 


- 
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aſſured of her pardon, you may preſent your- 
ſelf to your miſtreſs with a better grace, than 
if you were laden with the anger and reſent- 
ment of her adopted ſiſter,” 

« Will you dear Phedora,” aſked Lu- 
merſki, © grant me your entire forgiveneſs ?” 


She readily aſſented; and then inquired if 
his regiment were golng to Moſcow without 
delay. 


ee It is,” he replied, © but I fear the 
pleaſure of meeting the good Leuhaupts will 
be damped, by the abhorrence they muſt feel 
for one who appeared to ſlight their Rubenſki 
in diſtreſs.” k 

«© There will not be any occaſion to men- 


tion the circumſtance you allude to,“ ſaid 
Phedora. 


« I mean not to conceal it from them,” 
ie anſwered ; © bur ſurely they muſt already 
have heard of it, without gueſſing the pal- 
lating motive by which I was actuated : 
owe ver ridiculous it may be,” glancing at 

the 


4 

4 
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the Baroneſs who ſmiled, „I would be con. Wi 
tent to be laughed at rather than deteſted.” Ing 

« How can they have heard it?“ aſked 
Phedora with ſurpriſe. 

« Did you not fee Ivan at Moſcow?” Wh: 
reſumed he: © you mentioned to him no ee 
doubt the miſcreant Lumerſki, and the con- 
duct which led you to quit his protection?“ 

«© No,” returned Phedora, © I merely 
ſaid that an accident had ſeparated me from 
you, when 1 fell into the hands of the 
Coſſacks.“ 


He warmly thanked her for this inſtance 
of goodneſs and moderation, and expreſiing 
much curioſity to know what had be ſallon het 
from the time ſhe had io indignantly left him, 
ſhe briefly related the incidents that had 
placed her ſo happily in the family of Count 
Rectzizi: but her ſentences then grew 
extremely confuſed, and ſhe was very much 
diſtreſſed to proceed, when the entrance of 


Jalgouruuki relieved her embarraſſinent, and 
ſayed 


- 
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ſaved Madame Hartfen the trouble of aſſiſt- | 0 
ing to make out the reſt of the tale. 


— — Ju EM 
— — 


The Baroneſs introduced Lumerſki to the 
Ruſs, whoſe ſolemnity was heightened by a | [|| 
ſecret diſpleaſure at the unexpected appear- 
ance of a handſome young man in the com- 
pany of Phedora; and his haughty looks 
rave ſo much umbrage to the pride of Lu- 
merſki, that he could not be prevailed upon 
0 accept the invitation of Madame Hartfen 
p partake her dinner, when he found that 
agourouki attended it. Before he left 4 
he room however, Phedora entreated to fee Ws 
im the next morning, as ſhe had a thouſand = l 
ommiſſions and meſſages to entruſt to him, "T0010 
or Mr. Leuhaupt and Catherine, which ſhe 


ad not had leiſure to charge the turbulent 
van with. 


The Baroneſs obſerved the ſecret diſplea- ® 
ure of her Ruſs protector, and as ſhe always 
ought it was extremely lawful to extract 
mulement from the follies and perverſeneſſes | 
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of mankind, her hints, queſtions and inuendos 
nearly put the auguſt Jalgourouki into 4 
| paſſion; and at length the high commendz. 
tions ſhe took it into her head to beſtow upon 
the almoſt unknown Lumerſki, drove him 
out of the room. Madame Hartfen then por 
without any compunction enjoyed his defeat, 
and was exceſſively triumphant and delighted 
that ſhe had had the power of diſcompoſing 
his phlegm. 


Phedora ſpent the principal part of th 
night in writing to Catherine, and arranging 
a few preſents ſhe meant to ſend her b 
Lumerſki; theſe ſhe had intended to lea ac! 
with Ivan, but he invariably refuſed to liſtem uad 
to any inſtruction or requeſt which theinhanc 
geparation compelled her to make concerning 
his father and ſiſter, becauſe the ſubject gave 
him pain, and he always entreated her t 
defer it until the parting moment. The k 
evening ſhe had paſſed at Moſcow, ſhe offered 
to entruſt him with a few memorials of he 
friendfhip for Catherine: I will take then 

to-morrow, 
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Wio-morrow,”” cried he, ſickening at the idea 
of her departure. On the morrow nöwe ver, 

by a miſtake of the Baron, they were not left 
er him: Phedora had been grieved and 
mortified by the aceiddpt, and now felt pro- 
wrtionably delighted with an opportunity of 
xecuting her generous intention, 


When the Baroneſs aroſe, ſhe found her 
buſily employed, and anxious leſt ſhe ſhould 
ot accompliſh every thing ſhe wiſhed to do 
efore Lumerſki called: he had informed 


arly on that day, and that it would probably 
tach Moſcow in about a week. When he 
ade his appearance to receive the com- 
ands of Phedora, ſhe had already arranged 
er little packets to her ſatisfaction, and 


th her letters to Mr. Leuhaupt and Cathe- 
ne, and a billet for Ivan. 


Madame Hartfen happened not to be pre- 
it and Lumerſki eagerly ſcized the oppor- 
) 1 tunit 
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1 
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zem that his regiment marched forward 


mmediately preſented them to Lumerſki, 


— — 


— 


fo. dC, aan, te - 


— — 
. ů — — — — —— — 
* — — hy * 
9 
o - 


172 pHE DORA. 


tunity of aſking her a few queſtions relating to 
Caſſimir Rectzizi. Her replies were ſhort 
and confuſed, and her air embarraſſed: he 
had before noticed her change of counte- 
nance at the name of his friend, and amid 
ſome conjectures he haſtily formed, it waz 
natural that the idea of oppoſition on the pen 
of the Count and Counteſs to the wiſhes of 
their ſon, ſhould occur. The inquiries of 
Lumerſki concerning their diſpoſition and 
temper had been anſwered by Phedora with 
the veneration that always accompanied their 
names when pronounced by her, and he was 
diſappointed of the hints he had expected to 
gather from thence. 


« Tell me,” ſaid Lumerſki, after con- 
ſidering a moment“ for certainly Caſſimit 
informed you, how did our worthy Leu- 
haupts paſs the tedious hours at Caſan !” 

ce had not an opportunity of learning, 
replied ſhe bluſhing a deep red. 
« No! that is ſtrange indeed! did I not 


underſtand that you reſided at the houſe 0 
the 


th 


his 


the 


ind 
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the Count Rectzizi? was not Caſſimir under | 
the ſame roof?“ 


« Yes—but he was very ſeldom at home.“ 
ee Still I ſhould ſuppoſe the tender intereſt 


0, . i 
you take 1h the welfare of our friends, would | | 


have induced you to ſeek an opportunity 
for an inquiry ſo natural.” | 
« I wiſhed it earneſtly,” replied ſhe; | 
« but he was perpetually abſent, and his 
manner when I did fee him was ſo altered, 
ſo—he was not the ſame Rectzizi,“ added 
ſhe timidly, © I knew in Livonia, I had 


determined more than once, to entreat him [ 


to indulge me with ſome information of thoſe | 
deareſt and beſt of creatures: T longed to 


hear of their employments, their relaxations, if "oh | 


indeed they had any, and how they had borne 


their cruel journey : but when theſe queſtions j 


hovered on my lips, his repulſive mien and 
his eagerneſs to hurry away always prevented 
tnem.“ | | 
This portrait ſurely does not reſemble 
Rectzizi!” exclaimed Lumerſki : © he muſt 
indeed be ſtrangely altered if it does! were 


We you | 
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you acquainted with any reaſon for ſuch a 
change?“ 

«© No—] believe not—I think — I did not 
hear any, ſhe replied in great confuſion. 

« Have you ſeen him lately, Phedora?” 

« The laſt time I ſaw him was at the 
houſe of the Baroneſs, a few verſts from 
Moſcow : he came there to reſign a depoſit 
his generous mother had placed in his hand; 
for my ſubſiſtence, and appeared even then 
very much diſpleaſed with me: yet his words 
were kind, for he ſeemed to expect with 
impatience the arrival of Mr. Leuhaupt and 
Catherine at Moſcow, and mentioned it as 4 
wiſh that tended to gratify my earneſt incli- 
nation to behold them again. I believe hon. 
ever he thinks me ſelfiſh and ungrateful, for 
he hinted to me what my own heart would 
have dictated without a prompter, that | 
ought to ſhare the bounty of the Count and 
Counteſs with thoſe dear and revered friends, 
Heaven knows that were the produce of th 
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Siberian mines to become mine, I ſhould vel 
it all with tranſport in the hands of Mr. Leu 
haupt 
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haupt. I received his intimation with all the 
ready alacrity I felt to comply with 1t; but | 
even this appeared to aggravate his anger, 4 
and he dropt the cold civility of manner he 7 | | 
had hitherto uſed, for the ſevereſt looks of - 140 

contempt and indignation his countenance I 


could aſſume.— l have not ſeen him from that 
moment? 


Phedora concluded wich a deep ſigh, and — 14 
öde tears ſtarted into her eyes. Lumerſki it | 
i muſed a ſhort ume on what he had heard, 


aud was beginning ſome obſervation when | 
dhe Baroneſs entered, ; of 
| 


|| 
The converſation then became lively and 1 I 
general; but the regiment drawing up before | 14 
the windows in readineſs to march, ſoon com- i 
ll pelled Lumerſki to take his leave. Phedora | | tt 
a8 few after him as he quitted the room, with ny 
WW another meſſage, another remembrance, and 10 q 
e when he was beyond recal, ſhe recollected | 
dat there was ſtill ſomething forgotten. " WER | | 
U Ki} 


N 14 ce Conſole 
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« Conſole yourſelf my dear Ruben{ki,” 
ſaid the Baroneſs, interrupting her laments. 
tion; “ if Lumerſki had remained here 3 
week, depend upon it the ſame accident 
would have happened: for your ardent affec- 
tion for theſe good people, would ſtill have 
made you ſuppoſe ſome kindneſs had been 
neglected which you had the power of 
ſhewing them. For my part, I am at pre- 
ſent extremely concerned to deviſe ſome plan 
to amuſe ourſelves in this unhappy place; 
neither can I imagine what we can poſſiby 
do, unleſs we procure ſome ſticks and give 
Jalgourouki the battogen every day to enJivenM b 
us: as he is a Ruſſian he cannot object to ar 
this agreeable ceremony, and then we ſhould ſe 
have an opportunity of obſerving if it is in cr 
the power of thoſe gloomy features to lo,, ha 
more doleful.“ 

ce It is really a very good-natured expe- 


—_ <0 l_—dl Va 


dient,“ ſaid Phedora, © and I ſhould ſup re; 
poſe he will confent to it without a momengF co: 
of heſitation.” re: 

hac 


© J commiſtio 
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c T commiſſion you,” replied Madame 
Hartfen, © to try that point.” 


Jalgourouki entering a few minutes after, 
the Baroneſs aſſuming an air highly intereſted 
in the queſtion ſhe was going to aſk, 
exclaimed, © My dear Prince, our little 
Rubenſki wiſhes to know at what price you 
will receive twenty ſtrokes of a cane from her 
hand ?” 


The Ruſs was for a moment diſconcerted, 
but rallying his ſpirits with an air of greater 
animation than Madame Hartfen had yet 
ſeen him aſſume, «© As a compenſation,” 
cried he, © I muſt afterwards receive the 
hand that gave them.“ 


The Baroneſs had not expected fo ready a 
reply: ſhe caſt a look at Phedora, whoſe 
countenance expreſſed all the vexation ſhe 
really felt, at the gallantry her lively friend: 
had extorted from Jalgourouki, 
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« I am afraid,” faid Madame Hartfen, 


Le your demand would be thought exorbitant: 


conſider, twenty ſtrokes of a cane are ſoon 
given and received. I dare fay neither your 
father nor your grandfather would + haye 
thought any thing of it; for I am told the 
Czar Alexis was not very ſparing of this kind 
of diſcipline.” 


The Ruſs now feemed half offended, and 
the Baroneſs who did not chuſe to give him 
ſerious umbrage, ſoon contrived to make 
him forget the inuendo. From this moment 
however, his attentions to. Phedora became 
more pointed, and Madame Hartfen far from 
relieving the embarraſſment this circumſtance 
gave her, took every opportunity of tor- 
menting her, by inſiſting upon being preſent 


at the Ruſs contract of marriage which mult 


ſoon take place between herſelf and the 
illuſtrious Jalgourouki. Phedora was muc 
hurt at the unconcern the Baroneſs perliſted 
in manifeſting for the uneaſineſs ſhe gave her 
and at length ventured to expreſs it to her. 


«c An 
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« And you really do not fee,” returned 
ſhe, “my motive for perſecuting you, as 
you call it? I muſt therefore my dear Phe- 
dora, explain it. I have begun for ſome 
time to perceive that the looks of Jalgou- 
rouki, when they point to you, are very 


WH formidable: and as I know from poſitive 


proof that you regard a little gallantry from 


ſome ſort of people with a great deal of 


horror, as the unhappy effort of the poor 
Baron witneſſed, I intended to prepare you 
for the impending ſtorm, by gently tapping 
your noſe with a few hailſtones, to warn you 
of the rattling ſhower you muſt ſhorty 
expect about your ears. Seriouſly my little 
"MW friend, I did not wiſh you to make an object 
of uneaſineſs of a ridiculous circumſtance that 
ſhould not give you any concern. And juſt 
In this moment, as he may be of ſome uſe to 

Wu, we muſt not diſcard him, whatever he 
may think proper to diſtil from his ſolemn 
imagination : do not miſtake me however, I 
cannot adviſe you to diſſemble any approba- 
lon you do not feel, and to avoid theſe two 
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diſagreeable extremities, the beſt expedient] 
can think of, is to jeſt away the dreaded 
explanation,” 


Phedora was not very well ſatisfied with 
the reaſoning of the Baroneſs, but ſhe had 
no choice but of ſubmitting with as good a 
grace as ſhe could aſſume, or of being per. 
| haps implicated in the amuſement ſhe ſcemed 
ſo deſirous of extracting from the poor Ruſs, 


Her railleries which he appeared to drea 
moſt aſtoniſhingly, averted however the 
ſtorm ſhe had foretold, and Jalgourouki co; 
tented himſelf with continuing to Phedoff * 
thoſe ſymptoms of attachment, which had fich 
attracted the notice of Madame Hartfen, 
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ce They——" 
% Miſtook a ſwelling current for a ford ——" 
0 At length her courſer plung'd 


© And threw her off, the waves whelm'd o'er her.“ 


Ar the end of ten days, the Baronefs 
became heartily tired of her reſidence in a 
place not only deſtitute of every object to 
amuſe the mind, but of every convenience 
and comfort; and reſolved to venture for- 
ward in the hope of reaching ſome town in 
Meiſlaw, on the frontiers of Luthuania. Phe- 
dora readily concurred in this deſign, and the 
remonſtrances of Jalgourouki, who repre- 
ſented the dangers they mult inevitably meet, 
were not at all likely to be ſucceſsful, becauſe 
he was ſoon tired of the exertion it required 

to 
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to make them, and the Baroneſs was pre- de. 
termined. They ſet off therefore the next 
morning in the Ruſs carriage, attended by 
the ſervants of Madame Hartfen and thoſe of 
the Prince, who had taken the precaution of 
hiring a guide well acquainted with the 


country. 


For the firſt four and twenty hours, their 
progreſs was interrupted only by difficulties 
which labour and patience could overcome: 
but they had only advanced twenty miles; 
and to reſt the horſes, of which they had but 
one change, they were then compelled to 
remain a few hours more at a wretched Ruſs 
inn, where they were aſſured they could not 
proceed to Meiſlaw without extreme danger. 


At this intelligence the Baroneſs bit her 
lip and looked at Phedora, whoſe counte- 
nance gave no ſymptom of terror or unwil- 
lingneſs to ſhare any peril her friend choſe to 


encounter: Jalgourouki was ſilent, and 
Madame 


— 


% 
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Madame Hartfen remained a few moments 
in deep reflection. 


« We cannot ſtay here,” exclaimed ſhe, 
« without a tolerable certainty of being 
ſtarved !” 8 

« If we return again,” obſerved Phedora, 
« we may yet be detaineda month longer.” 

« Are you inclined Prince, reſumed the 
Baroneſs, ** to go back to the town we have 
quitted ?” 


Jalgourouki appeared rather offended at 
this queſtion, and without replying to it, made 
the ſame demand to her. b 

« Why I confeſs,” returned Madame 
Hartfen, I am not by any meansenamoured 
of the notion of ſpending five or {ix weeks at 
that dreary place: what is your opinion 
Phedora ?” 

Let us advance, 


pidity. 


», 


cried ſhe with intre- 


« Oh 
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« Oh delightful !” exclaimed the Baro- 
neſs, © this little heroine charms me ! well 
then,” added ſhe, turning to the Ruſs, © dy 
you accompany us?“ 

© J will not be deterred,” replied he 
angrily, „even by the offenſive inſinuation 
that queſtion implies.“ 

« Pardon me, returned the Baroneſ;, 
« I meant not the ſmalleſt inſinuation which 
ſhould excite your diſpleaſure : but as I knew 
your judgment was not with us in our hazar- 
dous expedition (I acknowledge it rather a 
raſh one) I merely deſired to intimate with 
the utmoſt APs. that I intended to act in 
oppoſition to it. 


Jalgourouki made no reply, and Madame 

ae ordered the horſes to be put to the 
carriage : but as ſhe was walking to it, ſhe 
ſuddenly ſtopt, and turning to Phedora, 
« Shall we,” cried ſhe, © goon?” 


/ "mee ” PU Ro... Me 


Phedora, who really felt all the ſecurity her d 
prompt reſolution had diſplayed, and ima- 


gined 


5 


1 
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gined that the utmoſt miſchief which could 
happen, would be the neceſlity of riding a 
few verſts on horſeback, or walking them in 
the mud, or wading a few paces in a rivulet 
formed by the melted ſnow, {till aſſented with 
the lame cheerfulneſs. The unſubdued indig- 
nation of Jalgourouki kept him filent, and 
again Madame Hartten ſtepped forward. 


For ſix or ſeven verſts, though the car- 
rage advanced but ſlowly yet it was not in 
any danger. But at length its progreſs was 
impeded by a road apparently fo impaſſable, 
that the driver and guide both halted to con- 
template the hazard they mult run by plung- 
ing into it. The way was hallowed in the 
middle, and from a hill above a torrent 
poured with rapidity, threatening to over- 
throw the travellers in the carriage, ſhould 
they attempt to pals it. 


Madame Hartfen on viewing this impedi- 
ment, glanced her eyes towards Jalgourouki, 
to diſcover if he appeared to regard her with 
reſentment 
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reſentment or triumph; and notwithſtanding 
the dilemma to which her obſtinate perſeye. 
rance had reduced her, ſhe could not forbear 
ſmiling at the woeful expreſſion his counte. 
nance exhibited : fortunately his attention 
was too much occupied to obſerve this, and 
he immediately mounted his horſe to exa- 
mine the difficulty that preſented itſelf. 


« My dear Phedora,” exclaimed the Baro- 
neſs when he could no longer hear her, “ 
fear I have been wrong; and I ſhall certainly 
have the condeſcenſion to acknowledge it to 
Jalgourouki, unleſs he ſhould firſt wiſely 
endeavour to convince me of it by profound 
argument. If we are really obliged to tum 
back, I muſt not preſume to rally our Ruſs 
companion during the tedious month we may 
remain 1n his edicus country.“ 

« Shall I call to him Madam ?” aſked 
' Phedora. | 

« No; let us firſt hear if it is not poſſible 
to proceed.“ 


Jalgouroukl 
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Jalgourouki now returned to the fide of 
the carriage, and informed them that the road 1 
vas only paſſable on horſeback: but if they of 
would venture it thus, the empty carriage | 1 
ſhould be hazarded acroſs the torrent. The q, 
Baroneſs heſitated a few minutes, and at It 
length agreed to the propoſal, ſince no per- | 
ſonal danger attended it. Phedora and her- vel 
ſelf were placed upon horſes belonging to 
Jalgourouki, whoſe ſervants diſmounted to | 


conduct them by the bridle, and che female | | 
attendant was diſpoſed of behind one of 1 | 
Madame Hartfen's domeitics, Ts) 


0 
ö In a few minutes they arrived in ſafety by 
nM a narrow cauſeway, to a hill that overlooked 
CW the road, The heavy machine they had 
yl quitted, was then unloaded of the proviſions 
it was furniſhed with, as the loſs of theſe 
al would have been of ſerious conſequence to a 
troop of above a dozen people, who were not 
ef likely to meet in three or four days, with more 
than as many pounds of wretched bread and | 
the | 
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the ſame quantity of dried fin, in the hun 
they paſſed. 


would have at length funk beneath the tall, 
had not the Baroneſs, whoſe compaſſion was 


A pair of additional horſes were faſtened 
to the carriage, and it advanced to the impe: 
tuous ftream: the Baroneſs and Phedon 
looking on with an anxiety Jalgourouki 
ſhared in. When it had been dragged with 
ſome difficulty to the middle of the torrent, 
the horſes were overpowered by 1ts rapidity, 
and the efforts of the drivers to urge them 
forward were ineffectual. They ſtruggled 
for ſome time with incredible FRA pil 


irreſiſtably excited, inſiſted that they ſhould 
be diſengaged if poſſible from the harneſs: 
her ſervants and thoſe of the Prince aſſiſted 
in this taſk ; but one of the horſes fell before 
they could accompliſh it, and periſned i 
ſpite of every effort they could uſe, 


A conſultation was now held upon th vit 
poſſibility of proceeding, and the neceſiity arg 
returning 
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returning from whence they came: Jalgou- 
rouki adviſed the latter; but Madame Hart- 
en urged that when they ſhould arrive at 
the hut they ſtopt at in the morning, they 
would ſtill have fifty verſts to travel, to reach 
the town they had quitted. And perhaps,“ 
added ſhe, if we continue to advance, we 
may find ſome place to ſhelter us for a few 
days, at a leſs diſtance.“ 


The guide was conſulted upon this point, 


who affirmed very poſitively that a ſmall town 


lay about thirty verſts to the weſt, and a bait- 
ing place exactly in the midway. Jalgou- 
rouk1 then gave directions to the ſervants to 
take from the carriage all that it contained of 
value: but the commiſſion appeared to them 
ſo dangerous, for the machine was now over- 
turned and more than half filled, that they 
heſitated to obey him. The Baroneſs would 
not ſuffer them to be compelled to an action 
their fears prevented them from performing 
vith willingneſs ; and after ſome moments of 
argument, the guide and one of the drivers 

undertook 
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undertook to execute the command of Jal. 
gourouki for a few rubles, which Madame 
Hartfen gave them very readily, though the 
Ruſs remonſtrated againft the impudence of 
the demand, and her too eafy compliance, 


The horſes which had been harneſſed to 
the unhappy carriage, were now laden with 
the baggage it had contained, and the men 
who led thoſe upon which the Baroneſs and 


Phedora were mounted, were to be relieved 


After this arrangement the travellers again 
began to move forward, but their progreſs 
was almoſt as (low as when it had been clog- 
ged by the machine they had left behind 
them ; and two hours after ſunſet they had 
not attained the hut the guide had ſpoken of, 
Madame Hartfen and her young friend were 
now faint with hunger, for they had not taſted 
food ſince the morning dawn, and they were 
obliged to take a flight repaſt without diſ- 
mounting, 

= At 
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As the night approached, they became 
extremely ſenſible of the cold dampneſs of 
the air, which even their furs could not 
exclude, and ſhortly after they had eaten their 
haſty meal, the rain poured down in torrents. 
Jalgourouki was now very impatient to arrive 
a the baiting place, but upon queſtioning the 
guide, he learnt to his infinite mortification, 
that the man had miſtaken the diſtznce, and 
they had ſtill ſeveral verſts to travel before 
tiey could have the comfort of ſeating them- 
ſelves round a warm ſtove, In fact the day 
again broke upon them when they gained 
ſight of it, and the poor beaſts they rode, 
fumbled with wearineſs at every other ſtep. 


When the Baroneſs was taken from her 
horſe, ſhe was ſo ſtiff and cramped with the 
cold and remaining ſo long in a poſition ſhe 
had not been accuſtomed to, that Jalgourouki 
was obliged to carry her to the hut, where 
ſhe was laid upon a fkin ſpread over ſome 
(traw, and Phedora who had not ſuffered near 
ſo 
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ſo much, aſſiſted her woman to reltore her 
to ſenſation. 


When ſhe was a little recovered, ſhe turned 
to the Ruſs, who had diſplayed a very humane 
attention to her ſituation, and acknowledged 
that ſhe deſerved all the inconveniences ſhe 
endured, as a very proper reward for the 
obſtinacy with which ſhe had reſiſted his 
advice. Jalgourouki was highly pleaſed with 
this little conceſſion, eſpecially as it was fol- 
lowed by another from the pretty mouth of 
Phedora, who confeſſed an equal ſhare in the 
error: and in the ſelf- ſatisfaction he expe- 
rienced from the avowed ſuperiority of his 
judgment, he forgot the diſagreeable conſe- 
quences into which they had plunged him 
and themſelves by deviating from it. 


It was ſome hours before Madame Hartten 
recovered entirely from the numbneſs that 
had ſeized her limbs: and as Jalgourouki 
learnt from the people of the hut, that the 
town mentioned by the guide was ſtill at 


twenty 
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wenty verſts diſtance, the Baroneſs reſolved 
remain where ſhe was till day break on 
be following morning, that Phedora and her- 
ell might not be expoſed to the chilling dews 
f evening, and thoſe ſhowers of rain which 
the departure of day generally brought on. 
She enquired concerning the ſituation of the 
yn they wiſhed to reach, and found that it 
as not more than ſixty or ſeventy verſts 
rom the confines of the Palatinate of Meiſlaw: 
is intelligence renovated her ſpirits, and 
ſpired her with freſh courage and ſtrength. 
She then demanded if any travellers had paſſed 
rom thence within the week: but this queſ- 
jon was not eaſily anſwered ; for neither the 
oft nor hoſteſs poſſeſſed ſufficient curioſity 
denquire which way their gueſts were going, 
or from whence they came. They ſaid 
owever, that any perſon might reach the 
own in ſafety on horſeback, as there were no 
kep vallies immediately in the road, nor was 
croſſed by any river, or had even a ſtream 
ar it, except a ſmall one which might poſ- 
bly be 1welled, but not ſo as to impede their 
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again ſet out to encounter inclement ſkies 


ſion the model of her own ; and Jalgouroui 
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paſſage. The Baroneſs was much pleaſed 
with this account; for her heart accuſed her 
of being the authoreſs of the inquietude the 
whole party could not but endure from many 
cauſes. 


Early then the next day, Phedora and her. 
ſelf were again placed upon their horſes, and 


and fatigues ill- ſuited to their ſex. Madame 

Jartfen, reflecting that her own obſtinacy o 
opinion had brought the evil upon her headed 
refolved to ſuffer it with firmneſs and courage el 
ſhe could not but admire the uncomplainingM;14 
patience of Phedora, who met every cifſiculy 
with a cheerful mien, and endured even 
fatigue without repining. The Barone 
called her a heroine, openly avowing that ſ 

cant to male her conduct upon this oce 


eagerly joined in the commendation, thoug 
he lamented at the ſame time that Plicor 
fer the honour of Ruſſia, was not born im th 
country. 


_ 
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At noon they took their meal as before, on 
horſeback, for neither hut nor hovel appeared 
n fight to afford them a momentary ſhelter ; 
and about an hour after, they deſcried the 
ſmall river which the people at the baiting 
pace had told them was rather more than 
half way. Phedora congratulated the Baro- 
neſs that they had proceeded thus far; but in 
; few moments the guide ſtopt, and when 
they joined him, they found that what had | 
been a ſmall rill which traverſed the road, | 

ig 
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and was ſupplied from this ſtream, was now | 
ſwelled to an alarming ſize, and poured with j li 
wild fury upon the plain below, whole furface ] 

yas completely deluged. A 


Jalgourouki looked aghaſt at this unfore- 
ken and new impediment; and Madame | {1 
artfen felt her compoſure rudely ſhocked : 
but her acknowledgement of error had quite 
lubdued the Ruſs, and as he did not want 
Perſonal courage, he had immediately deter- 
lined to object no further to any thing ſhe 
propoſed, though for her ſake as well as that 


K 2 of } | N: 


1j — my — - . — —— — 
— 


* 


muſt ſwear to me, Jalgourouki, that you vil 


propoſal. 


196 PHEDORA, 


of Phedora, he ſhuddered at the perils they 
had ſeemed fo reſolutely to ſeek. He now 
ordered the guide and one of his own ſervant be 
to aid him in endeavouring to diſcover the 
moſt fordable part of this impetuous rivulet, 
and having at length ſucceeded, he aſked the 
Baroneſs if ſhe would venture over. 


« Yes,” ſhe replied ; © but I muſt firſ 
inſiſt that Phedora remains on this ſide until 
I am ſafely lodged on the oppoſite one: and 
then if it ſhould happen that I unluckily loſe 
my way, and glide down the ſtream, you 


conduct her ſafe back to Moſcow, and delive 
her into the hands of her friend Mr, Leu 
haupr.” 


Phedora vehemently objected to thi 


« I will accompany you,” ſhe eagerh 
cried: © let me ride by your ſide—I . 


ſhare your fate,” 
Madan" 
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Madame Hartfen peremptorily decided 
however, that it ſhould be as ſhe had ſaid, 
and the ſecret inclination of the Ruſs, who 
trembled for the ſafety of Phedora, was 
equally for this plan. She was compelled 
therefore to ſubmit ; and Jalgourouki imme- 
lately diſpoſed his people and thoſe of the 
Baroneſs in ſuch a manner, that by the cloſe- 
WI nfs of their union, they muſt break the force 

of the current: ſhe rode in the center, and 


the Prince held the bridle of her horſe and 


that of his own, whilſt one of her ſervants 
guided it on the other ſide. 


Phedora remained at the edge of the 
ſtream with a beating heart, putting up fer- 
yent petitions for the ſafety of her friend, 
who had already paſſed the moſt dangerous 
Wpart, and nearly reached the oppoſite ſide, 
when the horſe on which Phedora fat, impa- 


ent at being ſeparated from his companions, 
ith a ſudden toſs of the head, jerked his 


bridle from the hand of the man who held it, 


hoſe whole attention was fixed on the adven- 
13 turous 
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turous troop before him: the force of this 
unexpected motion threw him down with 
violence, and the animal then plunging with 
his rider into the current, ſoon loſt his foot. 
ing and was carried away with a rapidity he 
could not reſiſt, Terrified as ſhe was, Phe. 
dora ſtill retained her preſence of mind, 
though the voices of the men, and the pierc Ml 
ing ſcreams of the Baroneſs, confirmed the 
imminence of the danger ſhe was already to 
well aſſured of. She dared not however turn 
her head to take a laſt look at her friend, but 
kept her eyes ſteadily fixed upon the poor 
beaſt, who ſtruggled to ſupport himſelf above 
the torrent, which in a very ſhort ſpace had 
carried him acroſs the plain; and ſhe fa 
with an aggravation of terror, that a windin 
of the river ſhe had congratulated the Baro 
neſs on firſt beholding, joined the extrem 


of the valley, and united its agitated wav T 
with the overflowing of the fatal rivulet, Wbeca 
thus at the ſame time ſupplied and received. ¶ coul 
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Every ſlender hope of deliverance which 
her boſom had feebly cheriſhed, now forſook 
her, and ſhe was ſenſible that when the efforts 
of the animal that ſuſtained her ſhould ceaſe, 
ſhe muſt ſink into the engulphing ſtream, and 
never more open her eyes to the light of day. 


In ſuch a moment, ſo agoniſing to huma- 
nity—to a heart beating ſtrong with youth, 
health and animation, that of Phedora fondly 
turned back to the days of childhood and 
adoleſcency ; 1t called upon the heaven open- 
ing before her, to reward the protectors of 
the widow and orphan : the names of Leu- 
haupt and Rectzizi mingled with the roaring 
of the torrent: that of Caſſimir ws ſigned 
in ſofter accents, and her own ears were 
ſcarcely ſenſible of the ſound. 


The reſpiration of the poor beaſt now 
became more ſhort and laboured, and he 
could hardly keep his working noſtrils above 
the tide: Phedora perceived the gradual 
kalure of his ſtrength : another moment and 
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ſhe was no more —again ſhe called upon hea. 
ven to bleſs her benefactors and preſerver,, 
« The daſhing of theſe impetuous waves," 
murmured ſhe, ©* mock the feeble efforts of 
my voice: but the great Eternal will deign 
to hear it, though mankind- ſhall no more 
liſten to the departing ſound, nor anſwer my 
cries with the aid they call for.” 


The loud breathing of the horſe non nt 
amounted to agony, and Phedora looked(Ma; 
round her with deſperate intrepidity: at this yh 
moment a ſtring by which ſhe had been 
attached to the wretched animal by the care 
of Jalgourouki, burſt, from the violent effor 
of his lungs, and the waves ſoon diſplaced he 
from his back : one of her hands however 
{till held part of the bridle, and the other ſhe 
had twiſted in his mane. Her ſenſes bega 
to fail her, yet ſhe again caſt round her eye 
for the means of deliverance ; but ever 
object ſwam before her ſight ; ſhe ſaw, ht 
heard nothing but the water that encompaſſe 


her: her ideas became confuſed and ſhe wa 
ſinking 


\J 
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fnking faſt into forgetfulneſs, when a ſtrong 
blow upon the forehead and a ſomething 
which impeded her courſe, made her quit her 
hold. 


Her recollection returned, and ſhe faw 
before her the branch of a tree within her 
reach: it over-hung the ſtream, and ſhe 
nſtinftively ſeized it though with a fecbie 
hand: her heart again bounded with liope, 
when ſhe found herſelf ſupported, though ihe 
knew not how, when ſhe was ſenſible that the 
eurrent had not power enough to drive ker 
fom the branch ſhe. clung to, and that it 
karcely required the little ſtrength ſhe was 
ſill miſtreſs of to maintain her ſituation: her 
courage revived with re animation, and ſhe 
was ſoon able to reflect with tolerahle com- 
poſure upon the expedients that prefented 
Fthemſelves, to extricate her. from the ſur- 
rounding dangers, which from this lender 
nitigation loſt a part of their horrors. 
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Her firſt effort was to endeavour to find x 
footing, and in doing this, ſhe perceived that 
her cloaths had caught on ſomething thar 
Jutted out beneath the water; and thus ſuf. 
pended her very eaſily with the aſſiſtance of 
the bough ſhe held : ſhe concluded that it 
muſt be one of the roots of the tree that waved 
its naked branches over her head; and her 
conjecture was well founded, for the river, 
fwelled far, beyond its ufual limits, had waſhed 
away part of the earth that covered them. 
At length her feet with ſome difficulty reſted 
upon one of theſe, and ſhe crept ſlowly to- 
wards the'trunk of the friendly tree which had 
been the means of her preſervation, 


The current had then ſtill leſs power over 
her, and ſtepping upon a large root that was 
twiſted above the reſt, ſhe found herſelf con- 
ſiderably raiſed, and had leiſure to contem- 
plate*the ſcene around her. The poor ani- 
mal who had drawn almoſt inevitable deſtruc- 
tion both upon himſelf and her, was no longer 


in Hght; but ſhe obſerved ſomething of con- 
ſide rable 
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fderable magnitude borne down the ſtream, 
from the plain ſhe had been carried over: 
when this object approached, ſhe diſcerned 
amidſt a maſs of ruins, large pieces of thatch 
and planks almoſt disjointed, which appeared 
to have formed part of a cottage : on ſome of 
theſe ſtood a ewe and its lamb, the principal, 
perhaps the only treaſures of the unhappy 
owners of this little inundated habitation : 
the ſtraw on which they had repoſed, ſome 
bits of honeycomb, dried fiſh, and a large 
parcel of undreſſed hemp, glided with it down 
the ſtream. 


Phedora regarded it all with a wiſtful eye, 
and felt her heart powerfully aſſailed by com- 
paſſion when her imagination pictured the 
deſpair of the peaſant and his deſtitute family ; 
ſhe recollected that ſhe had a purſe of rubles 
in her pocket, part of the donation of the 
Count Rectzizi: its contents were indeed 
lightened, for ſhe had ſent one half of them 
to Catherine Leuhaupt ; but the remainder 
would ſtill be ſufficient, ſhe thought, to make 
i K 6 | the 
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the poor people ſhe ſo minutely figured in 
her fancy, happy in ſpite of their misfortunes, 


But her ideas ſoon reverted to her own 
ſituation, which was indeed deplorable enough 
to have engaged her whole attention : her 
limbs began to be quite numbed with cold, 
and the ſun was faſt declining. The ground 
on that ſide of the tree next to the river had 
been entirely broken away, and formed on 
the other ſide a high bank which ſhe was 
wholly unable to climb without aſſiſtance, 
From this bank the earth gradually roſe in a 


gentle hill, covered at intervals with beech 


and fir: Phedora looked towards the emi- 


nence for the wiſhed-for ſight of ſome human 
being who could relieve and fave her; but 


no moving figure gladdened her eyes—her 
blood crept languidly in her veins, and her 
ſoul ſickened with protracted expeCtation— 
her head dropt upon her boſom and ſhe would 
have quitted her hold, had not her muſcles 
ſtiffened into an involuntary contraction. 


's , From 
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From this ſtupor ſhe was rouſed by a 
ſound that boded deliverance: again ſhe 
raiſed her eyes, and beheld a man hurrying 
down the ſlope, whoſe geſtures and mien 
denoted all the agitation of grief and diſtrac- 
tion, Phedora endeavoured in vain to claim 
his aſſiſtance, for her voice died away in low 
murmurs, whilſt the quick fluttering-of her 
heart almoſt ſtopt her reſpiration, 


The ſtranger ſtill advanced towards the 
river, and once more ſhe eſſayed to attract 
his notice, but without ſucceſs. She now 
dreaded left he ſhould quit the ſpot, and leave 
her to a fate ſhe could from that moment no 


longer doubt, and this horrible idea extorted 
from her a ſudden cry of anguiſh and deſpair : 
the man ſtarted at the ſound, and looking 
round for the perſon who had uttered it, 
beheld Phedora, with an expreſſion of ſurpriſe 
and compaſſion in his countenance, that 
chaced from it every other emotion, 


He 
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He ſtooped over the bank to examine her 


ſituation, and found that he could not releaſe 


her from it unleſs he had a cord of ſome kind 
to draw her up by. 


« Have courage and patience,” exclaimed 
he in the Ruſs language, whilſt I run to 
obtain the means of ſaving you!“ 


He then darted away without waiting her 
anſwer, and ihe ſaw him mount the hill he had 
deſcended. His injunction had not the effect 
he had wiſhed to give it, for when Phedora 
loſt ſight of him, ſne ſunk into deſpondency: 
half an hour elapſed and he returned not—ſhe 
then bitterly accuſed him of having aban- 


doned her, whilſt tears of anguiſh ſtarted from 
her eyes. 


Her impatience however had wronged 
him; for a few minutes after, ſhe again beheld 
him haſtening down the ſlope: he had pro- 
cured a cord twiſted round with bands. of 


ſtraw and after a little difficulty, ſucceeded in 


throwing 
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throwing it round her. He then deſired her 
to diſengage her hands from the bough ſhe 
clung to, but it was only after a number of 
efforts that ſhe could follow this direction, 
from the extreme numbneſs of her joints, 
At length her deliverer effected his purpoſe, 
and laid her half lifeleſs on the bank, where 
unable to move, ſhe could only inarticulately 
murmur her ardent thanks to heaven and to 
him. The man drew from his boſom a ſmall 
bottle made of a ſtiffened ſkin, and poured 
down her throat part of the liquor it con- 
tained, 


Phedora was almoſt ſtrangled with the 
ſtrength of the ſpirit ſhe was thus compelled 
to ſwallow ; but when this inconvenience was 
paſt, ſhe felt her blood glow:with returning 
warmth, and her limbs were no longer uſe- 
leſs. The compaſſionate ſtranger aſſiſted her 
to riſe ; but before he led her to the ſummit 
of the hill, where ſhe imagined his habitation 
to be, he turned to the rapid ftream from 
whence-he had drawn her, and caſting his eyes 

4 _ wildly 


- a 8 
4 9 2 Sn . 
— — "mw ct. 


208  PHEDORA, 


wildly over it, he then raiſed them to hea- 


ven, and ſtruck his boſom as in deſpair. 


Phedora received with thankfulneſs his 
proffered aid, without which ſhe could 
fcarcely have attained the eminence ; the 
man told her, ſhe had then half a verſt fur- 
ther to go, to reach a hut where he would 
procure her ſome aſſiſtance 


cc As for me,” exclaimed he, „I have 
now no roof to ſhelter you !--my houſe, my 


all is ſwept away by the mercileſs flood, and 


my children have not bread to eat! 

« Ah heaven!” cried Phedora, was it 
your cottage I ſaw, your ſheep —.“ 

« When,” interrupted he gagerly, © when 
did they paſs you? perhaps I may yet ſnatch 
fome remnant of my little ſtock from the 
over-whelming torrent !” 


He then pointed out to her notice the hut 
he had ſpoken of, and was flying again 
5 . towards 
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towards the ſtream, when Phedora arreſted 
his ſteps. 


« Stay,” ſhe cried, © do not hazard your 
life for any thing a few rubles will purchaſe : 
you have preſerved mine, and this action of 
compaſſionate charity, to perform which you 
forgot your own misfortunes, ſhall be recom- 
penced to the extent of my feeble gratitude. 
Take this money, and as far as it will go, 
replace the comforts you have loſt,” 


The man gazed earneſtly at her, with eyes 
in which renovated hope was painted, and 
fixed them on the rubles ſhe diſplayed, with 
aſtoniſhment and tranſport, 


« My children! my mother! my poor 
Ottokeſa !”” exclaimed he. Then taking the 
arm of Phedora, he hurried her forward, and 
they ſoon reached the hut. Here ſhe beheld 
the wretched family of her preſerver: they 
were mingled with the owners of the little 
habitation, who had hoſpitably received them, 

but 
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but they were eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the 
anguiſh and deſpair depicted in their drooping 
faces. 


« Ottokeſa,”” cried the man as he led in 
Phedora, © be comforted do not weep my 
mother! heaven has not deſerted us—the 
young ſtranger I have ſaved, will ſupply our 
wants for the preſent, and my labour ſhall 
prevent them for the future,” 


Phedora confirmed his aſſertion, by hold- 
ing out the rubles for his acceptance: but he 
was not ſo eager to take them, as to ſhow 
them to his wife and mother, The latter 
appeared to be a woman much advanced in 
years; but her countenance was ſtill fine, and 
very expreſſive :- ſhe looked ſteadily at Phe- 
dora for a few minutes and the tears ſtarted 
into her eyes; ſhe ſpoke not however, but 
appeared in deep reflection, and at length 
they dropped upon her checks, 


Phedora 


far 
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Phedora went up to the venerable gazer 
with an involuntary reſpect, and would have 
embraced her but that ſhe recollected her 
dripping garments. Ottokeſa remarked 
them too, and bade her huſband retire, whilſt 
they were hung to dry about the ſtove 
which was almoſt the only piece of furniture 
the cottage contained : but Phedora was too 
anxious to let the Baroneſs know by ſome 
means of her exiſtence and ſafety, not to wiſh 
firſt to conſult her deliverer upon this point. 
She informed him of the direction they had 
travelled in, and deſcribing the place where 
the diſaſter had happened to her, entreated 
him to diſcover if her friends were at any 
of the villages round. f 


He readily undertook to viſit them all 
himſelf for this purpoſe, and though it was 
now almoſt evening, he ſat off directly, being 
furniſned by Phedora with a piece of money 
to buy ſome proviſions and neceſſaries for the 
family, for he would not by any means be 


prevailed upon to take all the rubles. 
There 
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There was no other man in the hut, and 
Ottokeſa then ſtript off the wet cloaths of her 
gueſt, calling upon the miſtreſs of the little 
manſion to make up the ſtove fire, Phe- 
dora's hair was braided in the Ruſſian faſhion, 
and the good peaſant having aſſiſted her to 
looſen it, and wiped with care every wavy 
treſs, deſired her venerable mother to admire 
with her its gloſſy beauty: but not receiving 
any anſwer, ſhe turned ſuddenly towards her, 
and beheld her in tears. 


« This beautiful young Ruſs,” ſaid the 
old matron in the Poliſh language, reminds 
me Ottokeſa, of thoſe I would forget. When 
I laſt ſaw my Czerkowi, then a boy of ten 
years old, he looked—Oh how well I remem- 
ber his ſweet face, his fine hair—he looked as 
ſhe does now. See—ſhe weeps—he wept 
too, and fixed his eyes upon me when his 


mother led him away, in the ſame manner as | 


ſhe regards me at this moment,” 


The 
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The young children of Ottokeſa now hung 
about their ancient parent, ſharing in the 
diſtreſs ſhe viſibly felt. 


« Look another way, pretty Ruſs,” faid 
the eldeſt to Phedora, © and do not make us 


cry.” 


She obeyed this innocent injunction, and 
began braiding up her hair, whilſt the old 
woman continued to gaze upon her with ear- 
neſt attention. Her cloaths were ſoon dried, 
excepting the outſide garment, which was 
lined with fur, and ſhe was ſupplied with an 
humbler one by the woman, 


Soon after ſhe had reſumed her dreſs, the 


maſter of the hut entered it, and his wife 
related to him, with many marks of compaſ- 
fion, the loſs his neighbours had ſuſtained 
from the inundation. 


« But where, cried he, © is Rubenſki?” 
—Phedora ſtarted “ and who, he added, 
e js this ſtranger ?” 
| « Rubenſkj 


— 
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c Rubenſki ſaved her from the flood,” 
cried Otrokeſa, © and he is gone to the 
villages round, to ſeek her friends, who may 
think her loſt in it.“ 

« Rubenſki!“ repeated Phedora much 
ſurpriſed; © is your ' huſband called Ru- 
benſki?“ 

« That is the name of my ſon,” cried the 
old matron eagerly ; © mine is Matheowna— 
tell me, have you heard theſe names? do you 
know the young Count Czerſkowt ?” 

cc | know not any one of that title,” 
replied Phedora; © but I too am called 
Rubenſki, and thence aroſe my exclamation,” 


Matheowna appeared diſappointed, and 
was ſilent. | 


The good natured hoſteſs now produced 
what ſhe intended ſhould be a meal for all 


her gueſts: it was her whole ſtock of pr vi- 


ſions, though it would have ſcarcely been 
more than ſufficicar tor her huſband and her- 
ſelf, Fhedora oblerved this, and declined to 


partake 
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partake of the repaſt, which it was eaſy to 
ſee Ottokeſa and her venerable mother alſo 
ſhared unwillingly : but the poor children, 
who had not eaten the whole day, devoured 
the food ſet before them, and recollecting that 
their father had likewiſe faſted, began wiſh- 
ing for his return, 


Phedora was ſtill more anxious for it; for 
ſhe dreaded the probability of her being left 
with the cottagers, from the little hopes the 
Baroneſs and Jalgourouki could entertain of 
her exiſtence, which might prevent them 
from ſtaying long enough in the environs of 
the place, to learn that her life had been pre- 
ſerved. Her inquietude did not paſs unno- 
ticed, and the good old Matheowna enquiring 
the cauſe of it, Phedora gently hinted her 
fears, that her providential deliverance might 
not be diſcovered by her friends, before they 
were induced to proſecute their journey. 


Ottokeſa looked at her hoſt, as if ſhe 


wiſhed him to offer his aſſiſtance in making 
the 
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the travellers acquainted with the circum. 
ſtance : but he contented himſelf with aſſuring 
Phedora, that as the flood hourly encreaſed, 
it would be impoſſible to advance in either 
road, two verſts from the next village, ſo that 
her companions muſt remain in the neigh- 


bourhood. 


In about two hours Ruhenſki her preſerver, 
returned to the cottage, and confirmed the 
intelligence : he had been to one village and 


vas proceeding to another, but was prevented 


by the riſing of the torrent, which ſince the 
morning, had covered the fields he was to 
have paſſed through to reach it. He had 
not met with any one who had ſeen the little 
troop he enquired for, and having purchaſed 
proviſions, and ſome ſtraw to ſerve for the 
purpoſe of repoſe, he was compelled to mea- 
ſure back his way with this unſatisfactory 
news, which Phedora heard in filent unca- 
ſineſs. 


She 
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She was by this time unable to ſuſtain her- 
ſelf: a heavy pain had ſcized her limbs, and 
her head was light and confuſed. She ima-— 
gined at firſt, that the giddineſs was the effect 
of the blow ſhe had received upon the fore- 
head, as it had much diſcoloured it, but was 
ſoon convinced that it proceeded from a more 
ſerious cauſe, when ſhe found it accompanied 
by ſhiverings which ſaddenly changed to a 
tcveriſh heat. She was then obliged to lay 
down in a corner of the hut, which had only one 
partition in it, upon a bed compoſed of part 
of the ſtraw Rubenſki had bought, and a 
kin thrown over it. In the night ſhe ſlept 
little; and when her eyes cloſed, her 1magt- 
nation wandered to the ſcenes of the preced- 
Ing day, which floated before it with even 
zgoravated horrors. She ſcreamed for help, 
and her voice brought Ottokeſa to her ſide, 
who enquired kindly into her ailments. 


The accents awakened Phedora, and 
gazipg by the aſſiſtance of à ſtrong twilight 
round the miſerable cabin, where all the 
VOL, III. L icmales 
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females were huddled together, her recollec- 
tion could not aid her to diſcover by what 
means ſhe had become an inmate with them. 
She found however that her mouth was exceſ- 
fively parched, and initintively aſked for 
water, which the woman was obliged to go 
into the other diviſion of the hut to obtain: 
a few minutes after ſhe had drank it, ſhe ſunk 


again into an unquiet doze, and again the 


ſame images of terror aſſailed her. 


At day-break ſhe ſtarted up with a hur- 
ried and agitated motion, and 'ecing the g od 
old Matlicowna watching over her, ſhe 
enquired very earneſtly for the Bar.nels 


Hartfen. 


« ] know her not my child,” replied the 
worthy creature tenderly, © calm your mind, 
and try to ſleep longer.” 

« No no!” exclaimed Phedora wildly, 
c J mult haſten after the Baroneſs, or the 
ſtream that bore me I know not whicre, will 
ſeparate us for ever,” 
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Then ſeeming to recolle& herſelf, “ Ts 
your ſon come back ?” ſhe eagerly aſked : 
« wherefore did you name him Rubenſki ? 
he is not my father—my father went firſt, and 
then my mother followed, and then my little 
companions—but Catherine was ſaved—then 
followed the only parent death had left me, 
and then he ſcized Mrs. Leuhaupt, and now,“ 
added ' ſhe ſtill more wildly, “I too am 
going; yet let me firſt ſee the Baroneſs, or it 
will ſwallow me up—look, look! he can 
ſuim no longer, and I muſt fink with him!“ 


The venerable matron now perceived that 
her imagination was difordered, and her 
frame equally deranged: and ſhe called 
Ottokeſa to conſult upon what they could 
do to relieve the lovely patient. Rubenſki 
vas then added to the party; but he could 
only lament, that amidſt his little property 
wich had been waſhed away, he had loft his 
ſtock of a medicinal root, the produce of the 
country, which he took himſcif and gave to 
lis family as a remedy for every kind of 


L 2 ſickneſs, 
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ſickneſs. He recommended however to his 
wife and mother to keep Phedora as quiet as 
poſſible and to ſoothe inſtead of contradicting 
her frenzy. Ottokeſa offered her food, but ſhe 
rejected it with abhorrence and again aſked 
for water: it was brought to her in a ſmall 
quantity and ſhe drank it as before with haſte 
and eagerneſs. A violent ſhivering followed, 
ſucceeded by a burning heat, which laſted zl! 
day, and towards evening the delirium 


encrealed. 


Ottokeſa and the friendly hoſteſs, then 
watched beſide her in turns; and in the morn- 
ing her ſtrength appeared almoſt exhauſted, 
Rubenſki had ſpent the whole day in ſcarch- 
ing for ſome of the root he uſed as an univer- 
ſal ſpecifick, but without ſucceſs ; on the fol- 
lowing morning however he was more fortu- 
nate, and haſtening back to the hut with his f. 
prize, boiled it in ſome water, and gave the th; 
decoction to Phedora when ſhe called for any th, 
liquid. Either her conſtitution immedlatelyM fe: 
after this, ſurmounted without aid the ſhock or 
ij 6 It 
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t had received, or the medicine had really 
the ſovereign powers aſcribed to it by the 
credulous Rubenſki; for ſhe gradually re- 
covered from the time ſhe had taken it: her 
ſenſes returned, and the fe ver left her. 


The good old Matheowna, who had ſhed 
many tears during the violence of her diſ- 
order, and often repeated the name of Czer- 
kowt as ſhe hung over her in great affliction, 
ejoĩced exceſſively in the favourable change. 
Phedora at length raiſed herfelf from her 
uneaſy couch, with a full recollection of all 
that had happened to her previous to her 
indiſpoſition; and with this returning know- 
ldge of the paſt, her eagerneſs to obtain 
ſome information of the Baroneſs redoubled. 


Rubenſki aſſured her that the flood was 
fr from abating, and it was yet impoſſible 
that her fellow-travellers ſhould have quitted 
the neighbourhood : ſhe would not be paci- 
fed however, unleſs he went forth every two 
or three hours to, bring her word if the torrent 
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were leſſened or increaſed, and he #009. 
humouredly complied with her wiſh, though 
he was well perſuaded of its inefficacy, 


Her ſtrength ſlowly re-eſtabliſhed, not- 
withſtanding the wretchedneſs of her ac- 
commodation, and when ſhe was tolerably 
recovered, ſhe would not be prevented by the 
repreſentations of Ottokeſa and her venerable 
mother, from traverſing the humid ground, 
to gaze at the winding impetuous ſtream 
which had ſnatched her from the protection 
of the amiable Baroneſs. She watched its 
limits with the ſtricteſt obſervation, and at 
length was convinced that it gradually ſunk MW 1 
within them: ſhe flew back to che hut oil { 


call Rubenſki, and ſhow him this long wiſhed- 


for change. He was perſuaded that ſhe was 

right, and promiſed when the flood had f 
ſufficiently decreaſed, not to loſe a moment in e 
ſearching for her friends. d r 


From this time Phedora could ſcarcely be tt 


dragged from the edge of the ſtream which w 
ſhe 


ſhe inceſſantly regarded with the moſt eager 
impatience, and Rubenſk1 was repeatedly 
queſtioned to know if yet he could not ven- 
ture to the villages from which they had been 
excluded all communication. Importuned 
by her carneſt entreaties, he determined 
againſt his judgment to try once more if he 
could not reach a little cluſter of huts at about 
a verſt diſtant, amongſt which he ſuppoſed 
the fellow travellers of Phedora had taken 
ſhelter . but his effort was vain, for he found 
the meads ſtill almoſt wholly overflowed, and 
it was impoſſible to paſs them without incur- 
ring a danger, the recollection of his family 
whoſe only ſupport he was, prevented him 
W from encountering. 


In the evening of the ſame day the torrent 

Vl ſunk rapidly, and the inquietude of Phedora 
WF cncreaſcd, leſt the Baroneſs, whoſe adventu- 
rous diſpoſition the now deplored, ſhould preſs 
forward towards Luthuania. She recollected 

e that her friend had the advantage of horics, 
a" which would facilitate her departure; and the 
Ic L 4 ſun 
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fun which now began to ſhine with reviving 
cheerfulne ſs, and the firſt faint notes of a few 
early birds, who timidly adventured their 
fong, as though they had forgotten their own 
powers by diſuſe, ſeemed to her the ſignals of 
her continued and cruel ſeparation from 
Madame Hartfen, who would be ſolicitous, 
ſhe thought, to turn her back upon a country 
ſo inhoſpitable and calamitous. 


She now ſighs for my imaginary fate,” 
cried Phedora, giving utterance to her 
thoughts; “ and her generous heart accuſes 
her with bitterneſs of having cauſed it, 
Would to heaven, I could bid her regrets 
to ceaſe, and ſpring into her arms like one riſen 
from the dead: with what animated pleaſure 
would ſhe not welcome me !—but perhaps J 
ſhall never ſee her more—the capricious 
deſtiny which delights to ſnatch from me thoſe 
bleſſings ſhe beſtows ſtill more unexpectedly, 
may now no more pour her partial ſcale of 
ſudden and unlooked-for favours, on my 


head: to the obſcurity in which I was born! 
am 
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am again returned perhaps I may die in it 
yet no, ſhe added with energy, © I will 
rather die in an ineffectual effort to re-unite 
myſelf to my Catherine and Mr. Leuhaupt ! 
and ſhould I be left with theſe people, worthy 
as they appear to be, when the ſummer ſun 
bids theſe terrors to ceaſe, I will reſume the 
courage I have almoſt loſt in the indulgence 
of idle luxury, and uſe the powers nature has 
given me to remove from place to place. I 
may ruſh into dangers it is true; but what is 
the fear or the exiſtence of local evil, to a 
life of niiſery, regret, and unavailing remem- 
brance of paſt happineſo!“ N 


On the following morning, Rubenſki ob- 
ſerving how much the river had leſſe ned, 
conceived hopes of being able to ſatisfy the 
uneaſy impatience of Phedora, by attaining 
the far ſide of the land that had been over- 
flowed, from whence, if the ſtream was not 
very rapid, a boat might paſs to the oppoſite 
ore. The owner of the cottage, who had 
beheld with great calmneſs the anxiety of the 

L.5 | young 
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young ſtranger, when he knew it could no: 
be relieved, now that there were reaſonable 
hopes of ſucceſs, very readily offered to 
accompany his friend and aſſiſt his purpoſe, 


The propoſition was thankfully received 
and they departed together, whilſt Matheowna 
and the wife of Rubenſki could ſcarcely pre- 
vent Phedora from following them, by repre- 
ſenting that her preſence would add to the 
difficulties they might meet with, as there 
were many places the men could perhaps 
paſs, which would be to her inſuperable im- 
pediments. In the utmoſt trepidation of 
mind, ſhe was therefore compelled to await 
their return, for the intelligence ſhe at once 
longed and dreaded to hear. 


It was conſiderably paſt noon when Ruben- 

{ſki and his companion re-appeared, and they 
had not very pleaſing news to communicate, 
They had traverſed the meads without dan- 
ger, and arnved at the village beyond them; 
but here they had found the river till too 
＋ much 


PH E DORA. 227 


much ſwelled, and too rapid to allow them a 
fafe paſſage. Rubenſki however, who was 


an excellent ſwimmer, propoſed to leave his 


friend behind, and entruſt himſelf to the cur- 


rent in the ferry boat belonging in common 


to the peaſants of the place : but this inten- 


tionwas prevented by ſome of the villagers: 


who had diſcovered it, becauſe they feared 


the loſs of their boat would be the inevitable 


conſequence of it. 


Thus checked in his plan, Rubenſki could 
do nothing more than aſk of the people about, 


if they had beheld any ſtrangers on the oppo- 


ſite ſhore. They replied that they had ſeen 


ſeveral horſemen many days back, riding 
furiouſly up and down the bank, whom they 


had ſuppoſed to be a great Boyard and his 
attendants, from the magnificent furs the 


principal ſeemed to be clad with,. and the 
orders he appeared to give to the reſt, 
« Notwithſtanding the roaring of the tor- 


rent,” ſaid one of the peaſants, © by repeat- 


ed queſtions which they tore their lungs in 
L 6 ſhouting 
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ſnouting out, they enquired if we had ſcen a 
woman on horſeback carried down the ſtream, 


And then we tricd in our turn, to make them 


hear that we had ſeen a horſe carried along 
with the tide, but no rider. And then the 
Boyard galloped away, and went ſearching 
elſewhere, for we ſaw him follow the courſe 


of the river for near two verſts. Some days 


after this the Boyard's lady ſtood on the oppo- 
ſite bank, waiting for ſome of us to go and 
anſwer the queſtions ſhe made her lervants 
aſk us: and we told them again that we had 
oaly ſeen the horſe, and that he was ſpent and 
juſt ſinking. Then the lady wrung her 
hands, and ſeemed to cry bitterly ; and the 
Boyard came and took her away, and we 
only caught a ſight of them once ſince then, 
about three days ago.” 


When Rubenſki heard this narrative, he 
reſolved to watch by the ſide of the river, in 
the hope of ſeeing the lady, who could nat, 


he concluded, be any other than the friend of 


Phedora. After he had waited however, tor 
ſometime, 
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ſometime, he recollected the agitation of 
mind his fair name-ſake was in, and would 
have perſuaded- his companion to return to 
the hut with the news he had already heard : 


but the man who experienced for Rubenſki all 


the regard he was capable of feeling, feared he 
would hazard ſome too adventurous ſtep if he 
were left to himſelf, and refuſed to go home 
without him : they continued waiting there- 
fore ſeveral hours, and then the huſhand of 
Ottokeſa, in compaſſion to the ſufferings of 
Phedora, meaſured back his way, having left 
an injunction with the peaſants he had ſeen, 
not to quit the river ſide until his return; 
which they readily promiſed in the hope of 
being rewarded for their trouble by the 
Boyard's lady, for the information Rubenſki 
had imparted to them, of the exiſtence of the 
young woman ſhe ſoughr, 


Phedora became half frantic with impa- 
tience when ſhe heard this narrative, and was 
reſtrained only by force from trying to reach 
the village, that ſhe might ſhow herſelf to the 


peopie 
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people on the oppoſite bank of the ſtream, 
and prevent the departure of Madame Hart- 
fen, who had made a perional enquiry, ſhe 
imagined, as a laſt effort to recover her little 
friend, and would quit the country, as ſoon. 
as it was pollivle to travel. The venerable 
Matheowna endeavoured to allay her inquie- 
tude, by promiſing that ſhe ſhould accompany 
her ſon to the village at day-break. 


«© But now—at this moment, ſhe is going 
perhaps,” exclaimed Phedora, and I ſhall 
never ſee her more—or any of thoſe dear 
friends my heart yearns after !” 


Her eager importunities were not to be 
withſtood : Rubenſki who had promiſed the 
peaſants that he would not be long abſent, at 
length conſented to take her with him; and 
the patience of his companion not being yet 
worn out, he agreed to aſſiſt in conveying 
Phedora over the water which yet reſted in 
the low parts of the meads, 


Ottokeſa 
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Ottokeſa and her mother charged them 
with repeated adjurations to bring her back in 
ſafety; and the anxious Phedora embracing 
the women with grate ful affection, and kiſſing 
each of the children, who ran out to ſee her 
depart, ſet off with a haſte her conductors 
could hardly equal : yet when ſhe had reached 
the deſired ſpot, no further tidings could be 
gathered of the Boyard and his lady, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtrict watch the peaſants had 
kept. 


She walked up and down the bank with a 
haſty and agitated ſtep, claſping her hands 
and calling upon Madame Hartfen by the 
tendereſt names; but no ſound replied to her 
voice, except the daſhing of the water, which 
had now ſubſided into a gentler murmur : 
her heart then conceived the diſappointment 
ſhe was doomed to bear, and palpitated with 
anguiſh, though it feebly nouriſhed the lin- 
gering hope, that will ſtill Iive, until certainty 
has wholly and forever cruſhed it. She 
enquired when the boat would be permitted 


to 
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to croſs the ſtream, but could not receive 2 
definitive anſwer. The female peaſants now 
run out to offer her all the local accommoda- 
tion it was in their power to afford: but 
Phedora was little inclined to profit by their 
hoſpitality, and had not Rubenſki and his 
companion prevented her, ſhe would have 
paſſed the night by the river ſide. 


Reluctantly ſhe at length entered one & 
the cottages, and laid herſelf down upon 4 
ſkin ſpread over ſome ſtraw, to endeavour to 
repoſe : but fleep fled her eye-lids, and hav- 
ing ſpent ſome hours in anxious watchfulnels, 
ſhe aroſe at peep of dawn, and leaving her 
hoſts ſtill ſtretched upon their humble beds, 
ſtole out to examine if the river had fallen, 
and found it in reality leſs rapid and much 
decreaſed ; yet the was compelled to wait the 
appearance of Rubenſki before any thing 
could be done, for ſhe knew not where to 
ſeek him: his friend had returned to his 
own hut, to quiet the alarms the women 
would feel at the protracted ſtay of the young 
ſtranger ; 


br. 


ſtranger; but he had remained with her at 
the village, that her impatience might not 
lead her to deſtruction, 


time, before ſhe ſaw a few ſtragglers creeping 
from their huts to begin their daily labour: 
ſhe enquired of them in which cottage 
Rubenſki was to be found, and when he 
appeared, ſhe took him to the river and 
eagerly ſhowing him how much it was leſ- 
ſencd, aſked if the peaſants would now lend 
their boat to convey her over. Rubenſki | 
made the enquiry and it was in part only 
complied with; for ſhe was not permitted to 
accompany him, not from motives of tender- 
neſs to her, but that his attention ſhould be 
ſolely directed to the preſervation of the boat, 
ſhould the ſtream overpower his efforts; and 
that it might be lighter and conſequently 
more eaſily managed. Rubenſki leapt into 
tt, and putting off without fear or embarraſſ- 
ment, his ſkill aided by good fortune ſoon 
brought him to the oppolite bank. 


Phedora wandered about a conſiderable 
| 
\ 


— 
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He was abſent more than an hour, and 
when he returned, his countenance declired 


to Phedora what he already but coo well 


imagined: he ſeemed fearful of revcaling the 
event of his expedition, leſt her anxicty ſo 
violent in ſuſpence, ſhould ſtill encreaſe with 
the certainty of the evil ſhe had ſo much 
dreaded. She gazed upon him ſometime in 
ſilence and he was not in haſte to break it. 
At length Phedora exclaimed, © The Baro- 
neſs is gone | | feared it would be fo: but! 
mult ſubinit to my deſtiny,” 


Rubenſki was both ſurpriſed and delighted 
with the calmneſs with which ſhe ſpoke, 
« You have gueſſed right;“ returned he, 
ce the Boyard, the lady and their attendants 
left the vill:ge where they had taken up their 
reſidence, the day after ſhe came to the river 
ſide to enquire for you. It would be imp-1{- 
ſible to overtake them as they travel on 
horſeback, and I or any other peaſant about 
here cou'd only follow on foot. Return then 
to my family who will cheriſh and ſcrve you: 

and 
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and as you have ſupplied us with bread in 
our diſtreſs, I will labour in my turn to pro- 
cure it for you, if you will ſhare our fate.“ 


Phedora thanked him for what he had 
already done to ſerve her, and equally for 
what he meant to do. © I have now no 
option,” ſhe replied, © and gratefully accept 
your offered protection: I ought indeed to 
think myſelf peculiarly happy that I have 
met with people fo benevolent and good. I 
will try therefore to forget the accident that 
caſt me amongſt you, and evince my thank - 
fulneſs by cheerful reſignation,” 


She then bade adieu to the villagers, and 


journied towards the hut, which was now 
become her home. 


CHAP. 
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Tur women received her with compaſſion 
and kindneſs, and the children with careſſes 
and fatisfaftion:; Phedora ſighed, but wel- 
comed every mark of commiſeration with 
complacency. When her fate was decided, 
and the combat between hope and fear was 
no more, her mind reſumed its uſual gentle t 
and placid tone, and every inhabitant of the 

hut became charmed with her ſoft humility, 

and the ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition. Again W fu 
ſhe offered her rubles to the acceptance of 
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« Ore gains by what another is bereft : 

« The frugal deſtinies have only left 

«© A common bank of happineſs below, 

% Maintain'd like nature, by an ebb and flow,” 


Rubenſki; 
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Ruben'k1; but though urged by her, he 
would only take half of them: the whole 
amounted but to ten ; and with his five, the 
ſon of Matheowna was to buy or build a hut, 
and furniſh 1t; an undertaking which to him 
appeared by no means impoſſible. 


He immediately ſought for a little habita- 
tion in the village where the fel}ow-travellers 
of his fair name-ſake had reſided, and learnt 
that the very cottage at. which the Baroneſs 
had lodged was becoming vacant; for the 
people enriched by her bounty, were remov- 
ing to a more opulent place. Rubenſki bar- 
gained with them to ſucceed to the poſſeſſion 
of it, for the ſum of two rubles, befides which 
he was to pay a ſmall yearly conſideration to 
the Lord of the domain: for another ruble 
he bought likewiſe all the magnificent furni- 
ture 1t contained, becauſe the people could 
not carry it off conveniently : it conſiſted of 
a ſtove and two or three pine-tree ſtools, and 
ſuch was the good fortune of Rubenſki, that 
x a few 
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a few platters and wooden ſpoons were thrown 
into the bargain. 


In about a week, himſelf, his venerable 
mother, Ottokeſa and her children entered 
their new dwelling, which Phedora ſurveyed 
with emotion, as having ſheltered her beloved 
friend Madame Hartfen: no veſtige of her 
now remained within thoſe walls ſhe had ſo 
much honoured; but Phedora had viſited 
the former owners of this diſtinguiſhed little 
manſion before they had quitted it, and 
queſtioned them earneſtly and with minute- 
nefs concerning their noble gueſt. She learnt 
that the Lady was brought to their huc in a 
ſtate of grief bordering on deſpair : that ſhe 
would not ſuffer her attendants to be for a 
moment abſence from the river-ſide, which 
they repeatedly rode up and down, as did the 
Boyard, wuo ſcemed likewile exccilively 
forrowtul; and ſometi.;nes the would accom- 
pany them, always returniag more concerned: 
and one day aftei the flood had abated, the 
{ervaiits ſaw the dead horſc lying upon a 

meadow 
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meadow which had been overflowed, about 
three verſts below the village. They told 
the Boyard of this, and he went to examine 
if the body of the rider were net ſomewhere 
near: but it could no where be found, and 
then the Lady grieved more than ever; and 
two or three days after, ſhe ſuddenly deter- 
mined to purſue her journey. 


Phedora felt a melancholy ſatisfaction in 
being thus tenderly mourned; yet ſhe ar- 
tently longed to end the concern of the 
amiable Baroneſs, whoſe ſenſations were, ſhe 
knew, extremely acute, and night injure her 
health, as they would be }tcigiitened by a 
kntiment of remorſe for the [hare the had, 
bough an involuatary one, in cauſing the 
waſter, 


For the preſent however, Phedora endea- 
tured to drive from her mind every idea 
ut tended to encreaſe her own regrets; and 
the ſummer now rapidly approached, to 
vert her imagination, the often accompa- 
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nied the children of Ottokeſa into a wood 
that ſheltered a ſlope to the north of the 
village: here ſhe ſometimes met Rubenſt, 
the nature of whoſe general employment, ſhe 
was yet ignorant of: ſhe now diſcovered 
however, that he gathered medical roots“ 
and ſimples; and that when he had collected 
a ſufficient quantity for the purpoſe of ſule, 
he uſually carried them to a ſmall town a few 
verſts to the ſouth ; but when the market was 
overſtocked there, he was compelled to carry 
them further. Rubenſki generally gained 
enough by this little traffick to furniſh bi 
family with a frugal meal all the ycar round: 
in winter he employed himſelf in catching 
animals, whoſe ſkins he himſelf cured to 
cloathing, and his property had been ven 
conſiderable for the place he lived in, before 
the incident which had deprived him of the 
produce of many years of toil and ingeniou 
induſtry. His cottage had been ſituated nes 
that which had firſt ſheltered Phedora, an 
neighbourhood, more than any ſimilarity Me 
diipoſiuonMyy; 


* Rhubarb is a native of Ruſſia, 
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Spoſition, had produced a fort of friendſhip | 
between the families. 4 


Phedora now diligently accompanied Ru- 
tenfl:i in his daily rambles, for the avowed 
purpoſe of aſſiſting him in collecting his roots 

| Wd fimples ſhe ſoon learnt to diſtinguiſh 
hem, and by degrees, found out the ſoil in 
ich they were moſt diſpoſed to flouriſh, 
h a ſhort time her dexterity and knowledge 
qualled that of her inſtructor, and this em- 


' 
| 
: 
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oyment whilſt it amuſed her mind, gratified 
er inchaation to. become ſerviceable to her ö 
umble friends. | 


Matheowna grew each day more attached 
p her beautiful inmate ; ſhe ſtill gazed upon | 
er fine countenance with the moſt tender | 
tereſt, and never failed during the examina- 
on to ſigh out the name of Czerſkowi, 
oke ſa too, cheriſhed her as a daughter; 
d had not the remembrance of the paſt- 
weck upon her heart with fond regret, ſhe 
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might have been contented in the cottage of 
Rubenſki. 


As the ſummer advanced, Phedora begeg 
to think of her intended journey: yer 99 
reflection, ſhe heſitated which way to bc 
her ſteps. She knew that Mr. Leuhaupt 
and Catherine would have no inducement to 
remain at Moſcow if Ivan ſhould be ordered 
from thence, and the Baron, ſhe well remem- 
bered, had affirmed that he would not long 
continue there. 


Her terror of Matheowitz, and the Coſſac 
Zappavo, who might perchance encounte 
her, operated likewiſe to deter her from en 
deavouring to reach Moſcow; and wit 

almoſt equal doubt and uncertainty, ſh 
reſolved to travel into Luthuania, in the hope 
feeble as it was, of meeting either the Cou 
teſs Rectzizi or Madame Hartfen at GrodnQ R. 
Should ſhe be diſappointed in this object, f ne! 
had then no other proſpect but of entering ou 
into the ſervice of ſome Poliſh family; Mit 


11 
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any deſtiny ſhe thought preferable to the 

miſery of living in a perpetual eſtrangement 

fom all ſhe loved and revered, without a 

probability of beholding them more, attended 

wich the melancholy circumſtance of being 

conſidered as one conſigned to the oblivious 
WH grave. She had experienced however 
enough of danger, to make her ſhudder at 
the idea of traverſing a country over-run by 
the troops of oppoling powers; neither 
could ſhe haſtily reſolve to wound the tender 
affection her generous hoſts had conceived 
for her, by deſerting their roof without bid- 
ding them farewell: at the ſame time ſhe was 
ef {cnfible her plan was too hazardous, and re- 
nM plete with evils that might very reaſonably be 
unexpected to reſult from it, to obtain their 
1) conſent and approbation. 


— 


At length the time drew near, in which 
Rubenſki carried his little merchandiſe to the 
neighbouring town; and Phedora formed a 
number of pretexts for accompanying him, 
without exciting in his mother and Ottokeſa 

M 2 a ſuſpicion 


a ſuſpicion that ſne meant not to return to 
them. Four of her rubles ſtill remained 
entire: for neither Rubenſki nor his family 
would receive from her a copeck more than 
their occaſions compelled them to accept : 
one of theſe ſhe purpoſed to leave with the 
good old Matheowna, and with the other 
three ſhe intended to proſecute her journey, 
She now very well underſtood the abſolute 
neceſſity there was for every traveller to be 
148 furniſhed with money to ſupply their cxigen- 
Wl | cies ; ſince the general benevolence of man- 
f kind is not ſufficiently extenſive, to relieve 
0 the wants of the ſtranger caſt upon their 
Þ charity. In Mr. Leuhaupt's village it had 
2 | been different: converts to the leſſons he 
himſelf practiſcd, and won by his example, 
that careleſs indifference to the miſcries of 
others ceaſed to be habitual, when the pea- 
ſants were convinced that their paſtor felt all 
| the delight he had painted to them, in the 
| accompliſhment of a beneficent action. 
| 
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good and evil, though her own deſtiny in 
meeting with many and excellent friends, 
prevented her from gueſſing how much the 
latter preponderated, 


The profound ignorance in which the 
children of Ottokefa had been brought up, 
furniſhed Fhedora wich a pretence for wiſhing 
to go with their father to the town he fre- 
quented, where ſhe hoped to be able to 
obtain a Poliſh book of ſome kind, to reach 
them to read: an accompliſhment which but 
for Mr. Leuhaupt, ſhe would not herſelf moſt 
probably have been miſtreſs of; ſince the 
widow Rubenſki had not the means of pur- 
chaſing any books to inſtruct her grand- 
child, neither did ſhe think it prudent to draw 
upon herſelf the envy and indignation of her 
neighbours, by permitting them to diſcover 
that ſhe was better informed than themſelves. 
Phedora was much ſurpriſed to find that 
Matheowna was far from being fo unlettered 
the Ruſſian peaſantry uſually were, and on 
expreſſing it to her, ſhe learnt from the lips of 
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the good old woman, that ſhe was a Luthua- 
nian, and had received many advantages in 
her youth from the family of a noble Pole, 
which had ſince ſuffered a cruel reverſe of 
fortune; and from that time, ſhe had been 
obliged to rely for her ſupport, upon the 
aftection of her ſon Rubenſki, who had imme. 
diately before ſhe came to live with him, 
married Ottokeſa, then a pretty young Ruſs, 


Phedora was much delighted that Mathe- 


owna was capable of ſupplying her abſence 
to the children, who would not by theſe means 
be robbed of the pleaſure ſhe had promiſed 
them, of becoming as learned as herſelf, 
They had ſeen her reading a ſmall book which 
happened to be in her pocket when ſhe was 
ſeparated from Madame Hartfen, and were 
very anxious to diſcover what this meant, as 
they had never beheld any one ſo employed: 
their curiofity inſpired her with a with to 
inſtru them; but as her book was in the 
Ruſſian language and Matheowna could only 


read the Poliſh, ſhe reflected that when ſho 
let 
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eſt them, it could be of no further uſe, and 
that if ſhe began her inſtructions in one lan- 
guage, and Matheowna continued them, leſs 
ably perhaps, in another, her grand- children 
would not moſt probably profit much by the 
effort. She therefore wholly deferred the 
undertaking until the Poliſh book was pro- 
cured; and when ſhe had purchaſed it, if no 
unfavourable circumſtance intervened to re- 
tard her long projected journey, ſhe meant to 
delegate the taſk wholly tro Matheowna ; and 
upon reaching the town already mentioned, 
propoſed to herſelf to ſend back by their 
father, a few tokens of her friendſhip for the 
children of Ottokeſa, and purſue her way to 
Grodno. 


Phedora made known her intention of 
Wy accompanying Rubenſki, the day before he 
began his journey; and though his mother 
giueſſed not the entire deſertion ſhe medi- 
WHT tated, ſhe diſcovered great reluctance to part 
uch her: but when ſhe found her young 
bend obſtinately bent upon the plan, ſhe 
M 4 yielded 
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yielded as well as Ottokeſa to her wiſh, and 
the morning ſo eagerly expected by Phedora, 
at length roſe upon the cottage ſhe was about 
to quit: ſhe embraced the two women with 
tender affection, and careſſed her little play. 
mates as fondly, giving to the care of the 
elder, a ruble to be preſented to her grand- 
mother, after Rubenſki and herſelf had 
departed. The venerable Matheowna wept 
as her ſon and Phedora left the dwelling, 
whilſt his children and his wife could nut be 
prevented from attending him two or three 
verſts. 


And now again they repeated their fare- 
well, and returned more penſively to their 
home: Phedora ſtopt to gaze upon the little 
groupe as they walked away, and Rubenſk 
followed her example. When they were no 
longer in ſight, he checked a ſigh; It 1s 
always thus with us, exclaimed he, © thougi 
we know that we ſhall meet again in a fev 
days at furtheſt. But Ottokeſa, he added, 


« js not like other Ruſs women; ſhe. is 
0 neithe 


neither idle nor drunken, ſhe takes care of 
our children, and loves * poos mother 3 as 
much as if ſhe was her own.” 


Phedora readily joined in this commenda- 
ton, which ſhe extended to the good old 
Matheowna : Rubenſki was delighted with 
the theme, and it laſted until they arrived at 
z conſiderable village, where he halted to- 
lie ve the wearineſs of his young companion, 


In about an hour they again renewed their 
purney, and were now ſheltered from the 
won-day ſun, by a pleaſant wood which 
kirted the road for many verſts. Phedora 
ugerly enquired if this were the way to 
Minſki in Luthuania, which ſhe had heard the 
larone ſs ſay ſhe ſhould paſs in her progreſs. 
þ Novogrodek. Rubenſki replied, that 
e road to Minſki was rather more to the 
at, and led to the town of Skow on the 
ks of the Nieper. 
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« And how far,” aſked Phedora, „ ſhall 
we be from Skow when you reach the end of 
your journey?“ 


Rubenſki hefitated to conſider, and at 
length affirmed: that it muſt be at leaſt fifty 
verſts. She then enquired if he had ever 
travelled ſo far to ſell his little ſtock, 


« Once,” replied he; * but it is four 


days journey from our cottage, loaded as | 


am ; and my family were uneaſy at my long 


ſtay.” {. 

« And ſhould you now,” faid Phedora, 
« be unable to diſpoſe of your ſimples at the 
place we are going to, would you proceed te 
Skow ?”” 

ce ſhould be compelled to it, returned 
Rubenſki, “ for there is but one little tow 
nearer, where I certainly could not be more 


ſucceſsful; but I would leave you by f 
way to reſt until I came back, for you wou t 
not be able to walk ſo many verſts under thigh} t 
on. as N , te 
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« No, I would accompany you, 
ſhe eagerly; I wiſh to go to that town, for 


there perhaps I might learn ſome tidings of 
my Poliſh friends.” 


Rubenſki now began to ſuſpe& the motive 
that had operated to make her ſo earneſt to 
travel wich him: he did not reply to the 
intimation ſhe had given, for he ſuppoſed that 
ſhe would not be contented with viſiting 
Skow, but would wiſh, as ſhe once remotely 
hinted, to purſue her enquiries by proceed- 
ing alone to Minſki: and as he regarded her 
with almoſt as much affection as he felt for 
either of his children, he was pained at the 
idea of her quitting him to proſecute a plan 
ſo dangerous, which he determined to oppoſe 
very reſolutely. He recollected too, the 
uneaſineſs his wife and mother would ſuffer 
if he returned without her, and reſolved to 
fell his little merchandiſe at a diſadvantage, at 
the firſt place he reached, rather than hazard 
the reproaches they would make him for not 
taking better care of his charge. 


M 6 It 
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It was ſometime after ſun-ſet, when they | 
arrived on the ſecond day at the town which 
was the uſual boundary of Rubenſki's journey, 
Here they repoſed ; and in the morning he 
had already tranſacted above half his buſineſs, 
before Phedora awaked from the deep ſleep 
into which the fatigue of the preceding days 
had caſt her. When ſhe aroſe, ſhe learnt 
from him his diligence and ſucceſs, To- 
morrow,“ ſaid he, © we will travel back to 
our village, and ſurpriſe Ottokeſa and my 
mother with our haſty return,” 


Phedora then, after a little heſitation, con- 
feſſed her reſolution of going on to Minſki, 
and from thence to Grodno, and Rubenſki 
alarmed at her deciſive anſwer, warmly argued 
with her upon the wildneſs of the undertaking, 


« My own fears,” replied ſhe, “ have 
already pointed out to me the dangers I mult 
encounter; but I cannot reſiſt the earneſt 
wiſh of my heart to ſeek thoſe revered friends 


from whom I have been ſevered ſoſtrengeh. 
Urge 
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Urge me not good Rubenſki, to give up 
my plan: nothing but compulſion ſhall effect 
it; and you have not the right—ſ:1]] leſs I 
am perſuaded have you the inclination, to 
enforce your advice by any other than gentle 
means.” | 


He was embarraſſed, and wiſhed: for the 
preſence of his wife and mother to reaſon 
with Phedora, whoſe determined perſeve- 
rance he knew not how to reſiſt, yet was very 
unwilling to accede to: he employed how- 
ever, every diſſuaſive his affection for her 
ſuggeſted ; and at length as a laſt reſource, 
urged her to return once more to his cottage, 
from whence if ſhe ſtil! choſe to quit it, he 
would attend her himiclf as far as Grodno, 


Phedora thanked him for this inſtance of 
friendſhip, but declined the propoſition, from 
the dread of witneſſing the dittreis of the good 
old Matheowna, and being compelled to 
liſten to the ardent entreaties uf Ottokeſa and 
her children, without complying with them : 

ſhe 
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ſhe was beſides extremely unwilling to allow 
Rubenſki to conſume the fruits of his induſtry 
in ſo long a journey, when perhaps upon 
accompliſhing it, by not meeting with her 
friends, ſhe might be unable to reward his 
zealous attachment, or even repay him the 
money he muſt expend by the way. She 
hinted to him theſe reaſons, that ſhe might 
not appear too obſtinately bent on drawing 
difficulties upon her head ; and though he 
could not ſucceſsfully oppoſe them, he was 
far from being ſatisfied with their efficiency, 
He reſolved, though with a heavy heart, to 
accompany her to Skow, where he hoped to 
meet with an opportunity of conſigning her 
to the care of ſome mechanick or peaſant 
travelling to Minſki. 


Phedora was much pleaſed with the ſort 
of triumph ſhe had obtained over his remon- 
ſtrances; yet ſhe was grateful for the affec- 
tion which had produced them, and felt an 
encreaſe of eſteem for the honeſt and well- 
meaning Rubenſki, who fat off with his fair 
companion, 
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companion for the town of Skow, taking 
with him the remainder of his merchandiſe, 
which he thought he could difpole of to 
rather more advantage there. 


They travelled without any incident for 
the firſt day, but on the next, they met a 
ſmall party of Swedes, who ſcemed by their 
haſte, to be retreating before a fucceſsful 
enemy. Rubenlki, on the firſt glance he 
took of them, haſtened to avoid their notice 
by ftriking into a foreſt not far from the 
road, where they were compelled to linger 
above two houis, that they might not fall into 
the power of wretches, who in retreating 
from a conquered country, care not what 
outrages they commit. Rubenſki expariated 
with redoubled energy, whilſt he was under 
the influence of this alarm, upon the horrors 
Phedora muſt be ſubject not only to behold, 
but to become the victim of, if ſhe would 
not renounce her deſign, and ſuffer him to 
conduct her back to his hut. 
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« Ah my friend,” cried ſhe, in anſwer to 
his arguments,” when the mingled voice of 
gratitude, affection, reverence and eſteem 
urge me forward, it is not the ſingle ſenſation 
of fear, defenceleſs though I am, which can 
reſtrain my ſteps,” 


He was diſpleaſed at her obſtinacy of reſo- 
lution; yet as his anger aroſe from regard, it 
was neither cold nor ſevere: ſhe ſaw and 
endeavoured to diſpel it ; but they arrived at 
the inn where they repoſed during the ſhort 
ſummer night, before ſhe had accompliſhed, 
the reduction of his ill- humour. 


Buy day break the next morning they were 
again upon the road, for Phedora would not 
ſpare herſelf, that the length of Rubenſki's 
abſence might not alarm his family, and in 
the evening of the next day arrived at Skow, 
having only reſted during the mid-day heat, 
which now began to be almoſt wholly inſup- 
portable even to the hardy peaſant. 


Rubenſki 
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Rubenſki haſtened to diſpoſe of the 


remainder of his little ſtock; and had the 
good fortune to ſell it for more money than 
he had hitherto obtained at any one time: 
indeed the aſſiſtance of Phedora had, by 
encreaſing the quantity, alſo encreaſed his 
profits. When his trafic was over, he 
proffered to her half his money, and was 
highly offended that ſhe re fuſed to accept it. 


« Without your aid, cried he, © I 
ſhould not now have a family to cater for: 
we muſt have periſhed with hunger. You 
offered me all you poſſeſſed: I tender to your 
acceptance the half only of what I have—the 
other half my wife, my mother, my-children 
claim from me. Take then what is doubly 
your own—1t is your's by reſtitution, and you 
likewiſe laboured for it the whole is your's: 
what I retain I ſtill receive from your 
bounty.“ 


Phedora urged by theſe arguments, uttered 
with an air of chagrin and vexation, knew 


not 


. 
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not how to deny the aſſent he ſeemed bent 
vpon obtaining : ſhe could not however, 
overcome her reluctance to diminiſh ſo con- 
fiderably his little treaſure, and after much 
friendly altercation, ſhe conſented to accept 
a fourth part of it. When this point was 
adjuſted, Rubenfki buſied himſelf in ſeeking 
out ſome perſons travelling to Minſki, with 
whom he could confide Phedora, 


Their hoſt at Skow was the owner of a 
ſmall barge which he navigated as far as 
Mogiloff on the Nieper, carrying both paſ- 
ſengers and goods: and from him Rubens ki 


learnt, that in a day or two he ſhould convey 


a peaſant and his wife to Mogiloff, who would 
from thence travel to Boruſſon, where there 
were people often going to Minski, he ſaid, 
and the young woman, could eaſily meet 
with companions. Phedora liſtened to this 
arrangement with pleaſure, and eagerly de- 
ſired to ſee the man and woman who were to 
become her protectors. Her hoſt introduced 
her to them the next * and they readily 

conſented 
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conſented to admit her into their ſociety and 
fellowſhip, as far as the town they were going 
to, provided ſhe could afford to pay her 
ſhare of their moderate expences by the way. 


To remove any ſuſpicion of her inability 
to comply with this precautionary demand, 
Phedora depoſited in their hands two rubles, 
equal in value to the Poliſh rix dollars. The 
peaſants looked at the coin with ſurpriſe and 
pleaſure; but honeſtly averred that one would 
be ſufficient ro defray her expences from 
Mogiloff to Boruſſon; from whence at the 
requeſt of Rubenski, they promiſed to get 
her conveyed in ſafety to Minski. Phedora 


thus ſatisfactorily accommodared, entreated 


him to haſten back to his family, who would 
otherwiſe be ſurpriſed and- alarmed at his 
unuſual length of abſence : he aſſented to this 
plea, and having placed Phedora in the fame 
houſe with the peaſant and his wife, he bade 
her a reluctant adieu, and quitted Skow, 
ruminating on his way home upon the recep- 


tion he was likely to meet with from his 
mother 
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mother and Ottokeſa, for having ſuffered his 
young companion to ſtay behind amidſt 
ſtrangers, and ſubject to dangers and diſtreſſes 
his friendſhip for her even magnified. 


The next morning by ſun-riſe, Phedora 
and her new protectors were ſeated in the 
paſſage-barge, and gliding gently down the 
Nieper, whoſe banks on the eaſtern fide roſe 
in a gradual aſcent and were crowned with 
the mountains of Meiſlaw at ſome diſtance: 
the weſtern ſide exhibited a beautiful and 
fertile plain, interſperſed with light groves of 
pine, and ſhaded towerds the horizon by the 
immenſe foreſts of Minski. The barge- 
maſter and the peaſants, who had often been 
up and down the, ſtream without obſerving 
either ſcene, had their eyes intently fixed upon 
ſome packages of flax, and lumps of bees-wax, 
the value of which they were each eſtimating, 
with a warm preference to the deciſion of 
their own judgment. Phedora liſtened for 
ſome tune to their converſation, endeavour- 
ing with her uſual good humour to take an 

intereſt 
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intereſt and a part in it; but inſenſibly her 
attention wandered, and her eyes glanced over 
the proſpects around her. To the fine arts 
ſhe was an utter ſtranger, though by the 


beauties of nature, her eye and her imagina- 


tion were equally captivated. 


She gazed firſt upon the mountains with 
an emotion of wonder, and having regarded 
for a few minutes the fantaſtic forms ol ſome, 
and the even regular aſcent of others, ſhe 
turned herſelf with a more plcaſing ſenſation, 
to the beautiful verdure of the plain, and 
the ſheltering groves which here and there 
waved with a varying and chequercd ſhade 
over 1ts green carpet. In one ſpot her buiy 
fancy haſtily erected a little manſion for the 
amiable Baroneſs, where it grouped the ſet of 
beings her heart moſt loved: in another ſhe 
as quickly raiſed a commodious cottage for 
Mr. Leuhaupt and Catherine, herſelf their 
favoured, their admiring gueſt. She had 
placed it on the skirt of a wood, and its 
incloſure was watered by a murmuring rivu- 
let 
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let that trickled with wanton courſe over the 
mead and fell into the Nieper. 


From reveries ſo pleaſing, ſhe was awaken. 
ed by a rough voice, calling upon her to 
ſhare a homely meal, ſpread with flovenly 
haſte over a dirty piece of ſail- cloth. Phe- 
dora had not taken any refreſhment ſince the 
preceding evening ; and notwithſtanding the 
neatneſs of thoſe imaginary repaſts in Mr, 
Leuhaupt's airy cottage, where his friendly 
and iuſtiuctive voice preſided over the board, 
and it was decked with delicate cleanlineſs; 
notwithſtanding the diſguſting oppoſition to 
this picture the real food before her pre- 
ſented, ſhe ſhared 1t with her companions, 
temperately indeed, but not without reliſh.— 
So happily are we all endued with a capacity 
to bend beneath the ſubduing power of 
exiſting circumſtances. 


At mid-day the ſcorching ſun made her 
look towards the groves with double plea» 


ſure : the peaſants were ſleeping ſoundly, with 
its 


$a, 
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its bright beams playing unfelt upon their 
humid faces, and the barge-maſter overcome 
with the ſame drowſy inclination, committed 
the conduct of his boat to his ſon, a young 
lad: and he too, unable to reſiſt a power 
which had thus conquered three people ſo 
much his ſeniors, ſuffered the murmuring of 
the ſtream to lull him every five minutes into 
a forgetfulneſs, which the importance of the 
charge that had devolved upon him (ſo his 
father would have ſaid) ſhould have enabled 
him to ſet at defiance. 


Phedora gazed upon the poor boy with 
compaſſion, and could not help admiring the 
evident machinery of the human mind, which 
is not able to ſhake off the anxious ſenſation 
that oppreſſes it, even in a ſtate of apparent 
inſenſibility: the lad ſtarted up now and then, 
to obſerve if his lapſe of attention had been 
diſcovered, and having trimmed the rudder 
and ſhook himſelf, ſunk again into a ſhort 
but leaden ſlumber. Phedora ſmiled at his 


ſelf· indulgence, ſo hardly earned; and the boy 


noticed 
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noticed her watchfulneſs, but his natural per- 
ception enabled him to diſtinguiſh in her 
countenance, a ſweetneſs that would net per- 
mit her to betray him. 


At length the whole party threw off their 
Neepy fetters as if by mutual conſent, to 
enjoy another meal ; and again when it was 
over, argued upon the value of the property 
they were carrying to ſale. Towards cven- 
ing Phedora reſpired a cooler air, and looked 
Tound her with encreaſed delight; every 
ſound then ſeemed more gently to ſtrike her 
ear, and every object ſoftened to her view: 
the twilight ſpread with ſtealing influence 
over the whole proſpect, and again the moſt 
pleaſing reveries occupied her mind, They 
were too ſoothing not to be welcomed, anc 
ſo compleatly did they engroſs her, that after 
ſome minutes of Hlence, the voice of the 
barge-malſter, calling in an angry tone to his 
ſon, ſtartled her even to a degree of terror. 
In the night ſhe followed the example of the 
peaſants, and flept till ſun- riſe, waking how- 

ever 
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ever time enough to ſee it burſting from 
behind the mountains of Meiſlaw, and tinge- 
ng the Neiper with it firſt ruddy beams. 


She ſtill admired the landſcape around her, 
but it no longer engaged her whole attention, 
ind ſhe drew from her pocket her Ruſs book, 
ich recalled to her imagination the children 
of Rubenſki and Ottokeſa: her firſt care at 
Skow had been to make the purchaſe which 
vas the oſtenſible reaſon of her journey, and 
with ſome difficulty ſhe had procured for her 
little play-fellows, two books in the Poliſh 
knguage, which ſhe ſent to the venerable 
Matheowna by her ſon, 


On the evening of the ſecond day ſhe 
yould have been well pleaſed to have ſtretch- 
ed her limbs, by walking a verſt or two in 
a Ruſs road, exactly marked out on each ſide 
by a cloſe row of firs, to the entire excluſion 
of all proſpect; ſo much was ſhe wearied 
wth the total inactivity in which ſhe had fo 
ung remained. The following morning 
VOL, 111, N however 


their merchandize: and as the only carric 


they learnt that ſome troops of Swedes h 
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however brought them to the town of Mogi 
loff or Mohilow : but Phedora had not 3 
opportunity of viewing it except at a ſm] 
diſtance, for her companions procee«lec 
immediately on their journey loaded wit 


with her a few neceſſaries ſhe had bought: a 
Skow, ſhe offered to relieve them of a {ma 
ſhare of their burthen : but this the pcafan 
abſolutely refuſed, becauſe they imagined ſh 
would expect ſome compenſation for he 
trouble. 


They travelled all the night, reſting on 
at intervals for a ſhort time, at ſome litt 
wooden huts by the road- ſide. About tu 
hours after ſun-riſe, they arrived at an inco 
ſiderable branch of the Nieper; and tif 
companions of Phedora were ſurpriſed { 
miſting a bridge they had been uſed to crc 
in their former expeditions. Upon enqu 


cut it away a fortnight before. 
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The poor peaſants turned pale at this intel- 
ligence, which threatened much danger to 
themſelves and their property, if as they now 
dreaded, they ſhould meet either a Ruſſian or 
Swediſh party in the vaſt foreſt they were 
compelled to traverſe a part of to reach 
Boruſſon. Phedora amply partook of their 
uneaſineſs: all the arguments and remon- 
ſtrances Rubenski had uſed, now recurred to 
her with the impreſſive force which truth 
always gives; but it was too late to profit by 
them, 


When the firſt alarm was paſt however, 
her natural courage ſurmounted her fears, and 
ſhe communicated a portion of 1t to her com- 


panions. They were ferried over the river, 


and advanced towards a foreſt that lay within 
a verſt of it, which they -reached before the 
noon-day heat obliged them to relax their 
pace; and having walked about two hours 
under the ſhade of the gloomy fir, intermixed 
here and there with a few beech-trees, they 
fat down at the foot of one of them a little 

N 2 way 
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way out of the path, to eat their meal. The 
peaſants looked round them with caution 
before they laid down their burthens, and 
whilſt they devoured their food with trepida- 
tion and haſte, ſtarted at every ſound, and 
inſtinctively caught hold of their little trea- 
ſure, ready to fly at the approach of danger. 
Phedora infected with their terrors, haſtily 
turned her eyes which ever way their regards 
pointed, and almoſt fancied the ruſtling of 
the foliage was the martial ſtep of the ambuſh- 
ed ſoldier. When the repaſt which their 
fears had ſo much embittered, was over, they 
jumped up with alacrity, without indulging 
in longer repole, and puſhed forward. 


As the ſun declined, the gloom of the 
foreſt encreaſed, and the alarms of the pea- 
ſants became ſo powerful as to impede their 
progreſs: the woman trembled and tottered 
under her burthen, but would not yet ſuffer 
Phedora to aſſiſt her, becauſe ſhe imagined 
ter property to be more fafe in her own 
mmediate care. 


At 
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At length the ſun wholly withdrew from 
the hemiſphere, and left them in increaſing 
dread; for the man confuſed by his fears, 
was doubtful if he had taken the right path, 
and notwithſtanding the urgent expoſtulation 
of his wife, would not proceed until the day 
broke upon them, leſt he ſhould loſe him- 
ſelf, and die with hunger and fatigue before 
he could recover the road to the next village. 


Phedora ſhuddered at the idea of paſſing 
ſo many hours in this dreary ſpot, and jcined 
her entreaty to the remonſtrances of the 
woman, that he would continue at a venture: 
but each was alike vain ; for the peaſant was 
obſtinate, and they were compelled to ſub- 


mit to his determination. They then fat: 


down cloſe to each other, counting the mo- 
ments as they flew, liſtening to every breeze 
which the ſtillneſs of the night bore to their 
ears, and invoking with earneſt wiſhes the 
coming of day, 
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Five long hours, which appeared to this 
little groupe the lapſe of ſo many ages, paſſed 
heavily ere the morning twilight ſtole upon 
them; the peaſant then eagerly ſtarting up to 
look round for ſome known object or ſign to 
guide his doubtful ſteps, informed his female 
companions, after a few minutes of obſerva- 
tion, that they muſt return about half a verſt, 
and then take a path that branched out more 
to the north: his wife in a low and almcſ 
unintelligible voice, grumbled her diſplea- 
ſure at the miſtake he had made, which was 
rather unreaſonable, becauſe though ſhe had 
often travelled with him the ſame road, ſhe 
depended ſolely upon his attention to arrive 
ſafely at the end of her journey. Phedora 
on the contrary, acknowledged very readily 
that he had been right, in not acceding to 
the entreaties which their terrors had ſo 
blindly urged ; and was thankful that he had 
ſo prudently judged. 


They quickly regained the path mentioned 


by the peaſant, and after walking in it above 
four 
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ſour verſts, ſat down to break their faſt. 


They had ſuffered ſo much on the preceding 


night from the aggravated horrors of dark- 
neſs and anxiety leſt they ſnould not be able 
to find their way, that half their fears ſeemed 
now to be diſpelled: but Phedora was much 
ſtartled on learning that the foreſt was 
tenanted by bears and wolves, who when 
prefled by hunger, aſſailed the helpleſs tra- 
veller with a too fatal and irreſiſtable fury. 
This intelligence chilled her blood, and ſhe 
could no longer do honour to the proviſions 
before her. 


When the man and his wife had ſatisfied 
their hunger, he gathered up the fragments 
of the repaſt, and was taking his burthen 
won his back with conſiderable alacrity, 
when a piercing ſcream from the woman 
lddenly drew his attention towards her: 
aready however ſhe had darted away, as 
IWitly as the weight ſhe carried would per- 
nit her, and he followed her example with- 
wut looking for the cauſe' of this alarm. 

N 4 Phedora, 
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Phedora, whoſe imagination was now filled 
with the ſtories ſhe had juſt liſtened to, of 
numerous peaſants devoured by the ſavage 
inhabitants of the foreſt, fled ſtill more rapidly 
than her companions, and ceaſed not her 
courſe until her breath and limbs equally 
failed her. She then looked round in ter. 
ror and amazement, and recollected with 
bitter regret, that it would be almoſt impoſ- 
ſible to find again her fellow-travellers. This 
idea diſturbed her even more than the firſt 
ſubject of alarm, and in the agony that ſeized 
her, ſhe called vehemently to the peaſants, 
from whom ſhe had thus incautiouſly ſepa- 
rated herſelf: but no ſound returned upon 
the breeze in anſwer to her cries, and ſhe run 
too and fro ſhrieking for help, in all the 
diſtraction of the wildeſt deſpair. 


At length a ruſtling in the branches of ai 
tree immediately above her, caught her at 
tention, and ſhe perceived through the fo 
liage, a pair of wild, keen, black eyes looking 
earneſtly at her: they ſeemed to indicate Al 
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once miſchief, curioſity, ſurpriſe, fear and 
pleaſure. Phedora had now no longer the 
power of motion: ſtruck with an univerſal 
tremor, ſhe returned with an involuntary 
gaze the fixed attention of thoſe baziliſk eyes. 
The reſt of the countenance was covered with 
long tangled hair, which gave a ſupernatural 
appearance to the brilliant orbs, whoſe quick 
glances ſhot from amidſt the diſordered 
treſſes. 


Phedora with a ſtrong effort, broke from 
the enchantment that ſcemed to bind her; 
and already flying with ſwiftneſs, a diſcordant 
long melancholy ſcream added wings to her 
feet, She run ſhe knew not where, and 
having loſt her path, returned inadvertently 
to the place ſhe had been fo eager to quit: 
again ſhe darted away in breathleſs haſte, till 
at length unable to proceed, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf into the hollow of a tree, for preſent 
ſhelter from the ſtrange being who had thus 
terrified her. 
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In this aſylum, which could only partially 
ſcreen her from obſervation, ſhe remained 
ſome hours, without gaining courage to ven- 
ture from it three paces, ſo much had her 
imagination been diſordered by the viſion by 
which it was ſtill occupied. She looked up 
every five minutes amidſt the branches that 
hung over her head, expecting to behold the 
eyes again gazing at her: but nothing moved 
round her retreat, except the agitated leaves 
that whiſtled in a light cadence to the breeze 
that fanned them. At length ſhe ventured 
forth with a ſtealing ſtep and a mien of cauti- 
ous obſervation; and had now leiſure to 
reflect upon her imprudence in not attending 
to the motions of the peaſants, her regretted 
companions. She looked in vain for a path, 
nor did the place ſhe was in ever ſeem to 
have been viſited by a human being beſides 
herſelf, The molt horrible images aſſailed 
her mind, and urged her to fly, though ſhe 
knew not which way to turn, and might only 
penetrate {till deeper perhaps, in the unex- 
plored parts of the foreſt. Haſtily ſhe walk- 
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ed forward, endeavouring to,find an opening 
in the wood, that ſhe might at leaſt view the 
heavens, which were then entirely excluded 
from her ſight by the immenſe and inter- 
mingled arms of trees, appearing by their 
bulk and height to be almoſt coeval with the 
earth they covered. But the more ſhe ad- 
vanced, the more gloomy and dark the way 
became, and her heart fluttered with terror 
and deſpondency. 


She ſeverely reproached herſelf with having 
diregarded the advice and entreaty of the 
good Rubenſki, who had ſo well foreſeen the 
dangers ſhe muſt encounter. © This one 
however,” exclaimed Phedora aloud, © ef- 
caped his imagination! ah little does he at 
this moment, think of the ſituation into 
which my adventurous folly has precipitated 
me! I have wounded the tender affection 
Matheowna and her family had conceived 
for me, and how juſtly am I puniſhed—T 
ſhall never more behold thoſe dear friends 
for whom I Qlighted their honeſt love. Ca- 
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therine, Ulmeri, Rectzizi, I now indeed muft 
bid you all adieu!” 


Theſe laſt words were accompanied by 
tears: ſhe ſighed mournfully, but though 
utterly hopeleſs ſtill walked on with a falter- 
ing gait, and ſtumbling almoſt every minute 
over the roots of trees that croſſed the ground 
in every direction, and often roſe conſiderably 
above its ſurface. Her wearineſs was now 
too potent to be reſiſted, and ſhe ſunk down 
recommending herſelf to heaven : but as the 

evening was cloſing in, ſhe wiſhed to ſecure 
a place of refuge for the night; and making 
an effort to rally her ſpirits and her ſtrength, 
ſhe roſe from the earth on recollecting that 
ſhe had ſeen as ſhe had paſſed along, many 
trees hollowed by age, like the one into 
which ſhe had thrown herſelf, in her terror at 
the ſtrange viſion ſhe now almoſt doubted the 
reality of, until the remembrance of the 
ſcream that ſtill rung in her ears confirmed 

it beyond diſpute, 


Gazing 
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Gazing round her with, attention, ſhe at 
length diſcovered an immenſe beech, the 
bark of which alone conveyed nurture to the 
capacious branches above: from a ſmall 
aperture 'near the root ſhe obſerved this cir- 
cumſtance, and having with difficulty crept 
through it, found her new habitation capable 
of containing the whole family of Rubenſki, 
had they been there to ſhare it with her. 


The bottom of it was. filled with withered 
branches and dried leaves: with the firſt ſhe 
barricadoed the entrance, and with the ſecond 
formed a bed to repoſe her wearied limbs, 


and ſupperleſs though ſhe was, ſoon fell into a 


deep ſleep when her little arrangement was 
ended, having firſt earneſtly prayed for the 
protection of the Almighty, 
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«© A commoner of nature; 
Living in a ſhady foreſts* ſylvan ſcene, 
« $tretch'd at my length within ſome aged oak : 
%% Mv uncomb'd locks, matted like mifletoe, 
« Hang o'er my face; the herd come jumping by me, 
&« And, tcarleſs, quench their thirſt wht I look on, 
6 And take me for their ſtellow- citizen. 


Wurd the light of approaching day 
broke in upon her from her roofleſs apart- 
ment, ſhe ſtarted up in ſome agitation on 
hearing a ruſtling, as if ſome creature were 
moving very near her, and looking for this 
dreaded object, faw within a few feet of her, 
neſtled amidſt the dead leaves, a diminitive 
human countenance with the eye-lids cloſed 
in ſleep: long cheſnut- coloured treſſes hung 
in great diſorder over a ſmall but very muſ- 


cular arm, ſtretched out to its full extent, and 
the 


; 
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the ends of the fingers exhibited a moſt fright- 
ful length of nails. 


Phedora was much ſurpriſed, and longed, 
yet feared to wake this unlooked-for com- 
panion : whilſt ſhe ſtood irreſolute, the figure 
moved, and caſting off its drowſineſs, cpened 
thoſe bright and piercing cyes which had ſo 
much alarmed her the preceding day : the 
ſame expreſſion animated them when they 
turned upon her, and a hoarſe diſcordant 
noiſe iſſued from a pair of lips, which for 
form and colour might have vied with her | 
own. This ſtrange being roſe up, and ſhook [ 
from its hair the leaves that hung about it : 
Phedora with an aſtoniſhment that kept her 
motionleſs, then beheld a handſome boy,* | 
apparently of ſeven or eight years of age, 
but with an aſpect ſo wild, and motions fo 

| uncouth, 


In the foreſt of Minſki have been found ſeveral wild boys, 
ſuppoſed to be left there by the mothers in a haſty fl ghi from 
marauding Tartars, who ſometimes penetrate into Poland, ö 
and carry off whole villages into flavery,-Uziver/ſal | 
Traveller. | 
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uncouth, that ſhe ſtood upon her guard leſt 
he ſhould in ſport bury his long nails in her 
face, In the ſofteſt tone ſhe could aſſume, 
ſhe ſpoke to him: he liſtened eagerly with 
ſeeming pleaſure, but made no anſwer, till 
remaining however in an attitude of expec- 
tation, as if he wiſhed her to continue talk - 
ing. She reſumed her queſtions, and advan- 
ced towards the child with a ſmile that was 
meant to hide the trepidation which the miſ- 
chievous turn of his black eye ſtill occaſioned 
her to feel. He ſmiled likewiſe, and ſtriking 
his hands together, ſhouted with ſuch vio- 
lence that the woods rung with the ſound : 
this vehemence ſtartled -Phedora, who ſtopt 
ſhort, and again he ſtood ſtill, in a liſtening 
attitude, ; 


She imagined that the tone of her voice 
pleaſed him; already ſhe had ſpoken both 
in the Poliſh and Ruſs languages, and he 
ſeemed not to comprehend either, but as he 
expected her to proceed, ſhe interrogated 


him once more. Whence came you?“ 
ſhe 
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ſhe enquired ; © who left you, young as you 


are, in this deſolate place, to the protection 


of heaven indeed, but deprived of the aſſiſt- 
ance of your fellow-creatures, and with only 
nature for your guide? poor child! you 
ſmile, but you have no language to anſwer 
me with.” The tears came into her eyes 
whilſt ſhe held out her hand to the boy with 
gentle compaſſion. He rudely ſeized it, and 
one of his nails dividing the ſkin, Phedora 
ſhrunk from him; but he held her with a 


- powerful graſp, and applied his lips to the 


wound to ſuck the blood that dropt from it : 
his eyes had then a ſavage delight in them 
which ſtruck her with terror. His ſtrength 
was far ſuperior to his years, and though ſhe 
ſtruggled violently, ſhe could not free her 
hand, already much ſwelled with the wild 
greedineſs with which he drew the blood into 
his mouth. No perſuaſion or entreaty could 
avail her, for he underſtood not her words, 


yet as a laſt reſource ſhe tried the effect of 


her voice, which had ſeemed to have over 


him a power ſo wonderful, and began ſinging 
a little 
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2 little Poliſh air which Ulmeri had taught 
her. The boy raiſed his face, and inſtantly 
let fall her hand, which ſhe hid from him, 
whilſt ſhe continued her ſong with a ſmiling 
countenance. 


When it was ended, he ſhouted as he/ had 
done before, and ſhe now diſcovered that this 
was an effort of imitation, The ſtrangeneſs 
of this adventure had hitherto prevented her 
from attending to the calls of hunger, which 
ſhe now found could not much longer be 
repelled: ſhe knew not if the meals of her 
new acquaintance were ſuch as ſhe could par- 
take of, but ſhe endeavoured to make him 
underſtand by every ſign ſhe could invent, 
that ſhe wanted food ; and he appeared much 
entertained by her motions, which he gazed 
at with a laughing air, but paid no further 
attention to them. | 


| Phedora reſolved however, not to loſe ſight 
of him, imagining very jultly that he would 
ſoon go in ſearch of ſuſtenance : ſhe therefore 
turned 
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turned to the aperture at which ſhe had 
entered, to take away the dry wood and 
rubbiſh ſhe had heaped againſt it, that ſhe 
might be ready to follow him out ; and as ſhe 
found the opening exactly blocked up as ſhe 
had left it, ſhe concluded that her young 
companion had entered from above, and 
ſlipped down the inſide of the rugged bark, 
from the branches that grew round the upper 
part of it. 


This conjecture was entirely right, for by 
the time ſhe had crept to the outſide of her 
ſylvan habitation, he was already perched 
above, watching her with a wild but ſportive 
air of miſchief. She beckoned to him to 
deſcend, but he paid no regard to the action, 
not appearing indeed to underſtand it, and 
began leaping from branch to branch with 
the activity of a monkey, ſtill keeping his 
eyes fixed upon her, 


Phedora could not behold the eaſe and 
celerity of his various motions without being 
amuled, 
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amuſed, in ſpite of the hunger that preyed 
upon her: ſhe obſerved that he uſed his 
hands equally with his feet, and though his 
limbs were flender they were remarkably 
ſtrong. At length tired of this exerciſe, he 
ceaſed for a moment, and running down the 
tree with the ſwiftneſs of lightening, flew off 
ſo ſuddenly, that ſhe could ſcarcely fee which 
way he bent his courſe: ſhe was herſclf a 
ſwift runner, and followed him with all the 
ſpeed ſhe could make. The boy then looked 
back, and ſeemed plcaſed with the chace, but 
by far out-ſtripped his fair purſurer, by 
gallopping both upon his hands and feet : he 
ſometimes ſtopt when he was nearly out of 
ſight, apparently to give her a chance of 
overtaking him, but when ſhe approached, 
he again darted off and left her far behind. 


The ſpirits and ſtrength of Phedora now 
forſook her; ſhe began to deſpair of inducing 
the young ſavage to ſupply her with any 
ſhare of the food he catered for himſelf, and 
in the 9 of her diſappointment, re- 

proached 
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proached him with his frolickſome cruelty as 
though he had underſtood her complaints. 
Almoſt famiſhed, ſhe examined every tree as 
high as ſhe could reach, for wild honey, and 
would have climbed thoſe where ſhe imagin- 
ed ſhe was moſt likely to be ſucceſsful, but 
her ſtrength was not equal to the effort, and 
ſhe was obliged to de fiſt. 


As ſhe ſtood at the foot of an ancient fir, 
gazing wiltfully up, the boy ſprung ſuddenly 
by her, and mounting amidſt the branches, 
found what ſhe was ſo earneſtly wiſhing for: 
ſhe held up her hands, inviting him to throw 
down a piece of honey-comb; but he eat 
voraciouſly, without attending to her ſup- 
plicating geſtures; and as her only re ſource, 
Phedora now thought of turning up the 
earth in ſcarch of roots. 


Her inſenſible companion had led her to a 
more open part of the foreſt, and after much 
labour and many difficulties in the purſuit, 
ſhe had the good fortune to find it at length 


not 
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not unſucceſsful : yet ſhe heſitated to eat 
what ſhe had dug up, leſt it ſhould be of a 
poiſonous quality; but the boy relieved her 
fears 11: ſome degree, by ſnatching from her 
a part of her newly obtained poſſeſſions, and 
devouring it: ſhe ſuppoſed therefore that he 
muſt be well acquainted with the nature of 
the vegetable, from his fearleſs manner of 
eating it; and impelled by hunger, though 
not without ſome reluctance, ſhe ſwallowed 
all that her unceremonious little friend had 
left of her prize: it was pleaſant-to the taſte, 
and Phedora eagerly ſought for more of the 
root, tnough ſhe was obliged to be very 
watchful to prevent the active cupidity of the 
child, who was in the ſpace of a minute 
friſking upon the top of a tall tree, and 
bounding by her fide, 


At length when he thought her too buſily 
employed to obſerve him, he brought down 
a large piece of honey-comb, and hid it with 
ſo much art, that Phedora could not have 


diſcovered it, had ſhe not ſeen the procels; 
whe 
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when he had quirt-d the place, and had r-tircd 


to ſome Wlauice, the ruirto it, 2nd ſ-izcd the 


concealed treaſure, a part of which ſhe eat 
with all the impatience of kunger. The boy 
looked exceſſively diſpleaſed, and his gamHols 
ceaſed, whilſt he regarded with an eve of in- 
dignation the motions of the fair purloiner, 
who not wiſt ing to irritate him unneceſſarily, 
offered to him the remnant of che feaſt, which 
he carried to the higheſt branches of the next 
tree; and in a few minutes his countenance 
again became all hilarity and ſprightlineſs. 
Phedora ſung her Poliſh air, to make him 
entirely forget the anger he had conceived at 
this incident, and he liſtened with as much 
eagerneſs as when he had firſt heard it, not 
failing to attempt as before, his rude imita- 
tion. She then walked a little way from 
him, to obſcrve if he would ſuffer her to quit 
him, but he inſtantly followed her, bounding 
every other minute to an aſtoniſhing height, 
apparently to expreſs his ſatisfaction, 


Pleaſed 
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Pleaſed with the companionſhip he ſeemed 
inclined to cultivate, ſhe permitted him to 
lead her as his fancy directed, ſpeaking to 
him often with gentleneſs and complacency : 
ſuddenly however he ſprung from her, and 
Phedora turning round to follow him with 
her eyes, beheld him at intervals between 
the trees, running with a ſwiftneſs ſcarcely cre- 
dible : ſhe feared that ſome ſavage beaſt was 
near, from whoſe vicinity the boy had 
inſtinctively fled, and haſtily followed in the 
direction he had taken: but he foon- met her 
again, carrying in one hand a ſmall animal he 
had caught, the other he ſtill put to the 
ground and uſed as a foot; his poor little 
prey, which appeared to be a young hare, 
was quivering with a remnant of life; but he 
ended it without any ſymptom of reluctance 
or mercy, by graſping its throat, and then 
tearing off the ſkin, he eat the fleſh without 
ſeparating the bones, . 


Phedora turned from a ſight ſo diſguſting, 


and ſetting down at the foot of a tree, fell 
into 
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ito a deep reverie: it was in part occaſion- 
dd by the ſtrange and inconceivable ſituation 
this abandoned child, and in part by her 
en: ſhe was unwilling to leave him, if he 
would have permitted the ſeparation, becauſe 
| was not only a companion to her, wild 
id uncouth as he was, but even appeared to 
r apprehenſive mind a kind of protection 
wainſt the dangers of this gloomy ſpot : he 
emed too, to have attached himſelf to her, 
(ſhe fancied that his manner was already 
come more gentle ; but ſhe ſuppoſed that 
rinfluence over him, could not yet induce 
Im to leave the foreſt, which ſhe was ex- 
mely eager to quit without the delay which 
ud be neceſſary, in order to win the 
lire confidence of her little ſavage friend. 


When he had ended his repaſt, he aroſe 


m the ground, and preſented to Phedora 
pectacle which ſhe could not regard with- 


horror: his countenance was ſmeared 


N blood, in which he had likewiſe ſteeped 
angled hair, and his hands were com- 
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Pleaſed with the companionſhip he ſeemed 
inclined to cultivate, ſhe permitted him to 
lead her as his fancy directed, ſpeaking to 
him often with gentleneſs and complacency : 
ſuddenly however he ſprung from her, and 
Phedora turning round to follow him with 
her eyes, beheld him at intervals between 
the trees, running with a ſwiftneſs ſcarcely cre- 
dible : ſhe feared that ſome ſavage beaſt was 
near, from whoſe vicinity the boy had 
inſtinctively fled, and haſtily followed in the 
direction he had taken: but he fon met her 
again, carrying in one hand a ſmall animal he 
had caught, the other he ſtill put to the 
ground and uſed as a foot; his poor little 
prey, which appeared to be a young hare, 
was quivering with a remnant of life; but he 
ended it without any ſymptom of reluctance 
or mercy, by graſping irs throat, and then 
' tearing off the ſkin, he eat the fleſh without 
ſeparating the bones, 2 


Phedora turned from a ſight fo diſguſling, 


and ſetting down at the foot of a tree, fell 
into 
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ito a deep reverie : it was in part occaſion- 
ed by the ſtrange and inconceivable ſituation 
of this abandoned child, and in part by her 
own: ſhe was unwilling to leave him, if he 
would have permitted the ſeparation, becauſe 
le was not only a companion to her, wild 
ind uncouth as he was, but even appeared to 
ter apprehenſive mind a kind of protection 
zainſt the dangers of this gloomy ſpot: he 
temed too, to have attached himſelf to her, 
nd ſhe fancied that his manner was already 
become more gentle; but ſhe ſuppoſed that 
er influence over him, could not yet induce 
him to leave the foreſt, which ſhe was ex- 
remely eager to quit without the delay which 
jould be neceſſary, in order to win the 
ntire confidence of her little ſavage friend. 


When he had ended his repaſt, he aroſe 
om the ground, and preſented to Phedora 
ſpectacle which ſhe could not regard with- 
ut horror: his countenance was ſmeared 
Ith blood, in which he had likewiſe ſteeped 
bs tangled hair, and his hands were com- 
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the way to it, invited him to approach with 


whilſt ſhe made him ſtoop to the ſtream); 
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pleatly diſcoloured. She had obſerved a 
{mall rill not far from the place, and leading 


the moſt perſuaſive tones ſhe could uſe: he 
ſuffered her to take his hands without reſiſting 
the motion, and taught by experience, ſhe 
had the precaution to guard againſt his nails, 


but before he would ſuffer the ablution ſhe 
meditated, he put his mouth to the water 
and drank very eagerly : he then ſubmitted 
with a little contention, to have his face, his 
hands and his long treſſes freed from the 
ſtains that gave him ſo terrific an appearance. 
She rewarded his docility with a Rus ſong, 
and thought his imitation much leſs diſcor 
dant than it had originally been. F 

To familiariſe him ſtill more to her, ſh 
gently endavoured to arrange his hair 1 
better order ; but this ſhe ſoon found to be 


work of time, and an exerciſe both of ke 
own patience and that of the boy, who reſiſt 


ed vehemently when he felt the leaſt incon 
| | venien 
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venience from her employment: ſhe ſo far 
ſucceeded however, as to be able to " 
part of his cheſnut locks ; and binding them 
fancifully round his head, confined the reſt, 
ſo that they could no longer hang over his 
face, He was much pleaſed with the change, 
but ſhook his little head, and put his hands 
to his forehead and temples ſeveral times, to 
diſcover how it had been effected. 


Phedora had now ſome hopes of being 
fortunate enough to tame him, to ſuch a 
degree at leaſt, as to make him follow her 


out of his own haunts : his countenance, when 


it was waſhed, and cleared of the profuſion 
of hair that darkened it, was exceſſively en- 


gaging, eſpecially whilſt he liſtened with an 


earneſt yet ſmiling air, to her voice ; at other 
moments there appeared too much miſchief 
blended with the natural archneſs of his eye, 
which notwithſtanding the difference of co- 
lour, Phedora fancied to reſemble that of 
the Baroneſs, when ſhe was in her moſt 
teazing tempers: the form of his face too was 
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the ſame, and this reſemblance, faint as it 
was, endeared the child to her as much as 
his Abandoned ſtate, which highly excited 
her compaſſion, left as he had been in in- 
fancy, either by deſign or accident, to herd 
with beaſts, and deprived of the uſe of that 
reaſon which was ſtill innate in his mind. 


As the day advanced, Phedora became 
extremely anxious to know if he conſtantly 
took up his abode at night, in the tree where 
ſhe had found him; or if he wandered as 
chance directed him, without any fixed aſy- 
lum againſt the dangers which darkneſs ine- 
vitably brought on, in a place ſo wild, ſo 
dreary, and infeſted, as ſne had been informed 
by the peaſsnts, by ſavages of prey. It was 
therefore a conſideration of importance to 


her, becauſe ſhe could ſcarcely hope to find 


another retreat ſo ſecure; nor indeed was ſhe 
certain that the boy would remain with her 
when the twilight came on: on the contrary 
ſhe ſuſpected that he would dart away as he 


had done in the morning when in ſearch of 
food, 
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ſood, and leave her to provide for her own 
ſecurity as ſhe could. 


When the evening began to cloſe in, her 
uneaſineſs encreaſed, and ſhe endeavoured to 
trace her way back to her ſylvan dwelling : 
her little companion, though he did not quit 
her, was far from aſſiſting the effort; but 
frolicking in a thouſand antic leaps and 
bounds by her ſide, miſled her attention, 
and puzzled her recollection. 


* Fo make him underſtand what ſhe ſought, 
Me-walked round ſeveral large trees, as 
though ſhe were looking for the entrance : 
he would then run nimbly up the bark, and 
jumping from branch to branch, make her 
wait until his gambols ceaſed before ſhe could 
induce him to proceed any further. Her 
anxiety to ſecure his company, which in her 
opinion was much preferable to entire ſoli— 
tude, was ſo great, that in ſpite of his at- 
tempts to free himſelf, ſhe at length held him 
faſt by the arm: he then led the way, but 

O 3 Phedora 
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Phedora could not diſcern whither he went, 
from the encreaſing gloom that darkened 
round her: after walking or rather running 
near an hour, the boy ſtopt, and ſucceſsfully 
ſtruggling to make her quit her graſp, ſhe 
heard him ruſtling amidſt the branches of a 
tree a few paces from her: the ſound led her 
to the place, for ſhe could no longer dif. 
tinguiſn any object, and with ſome trouble 
ſhe diſcovered the aperture at which ſhe had 
entered the preceding evening. She crept 
through it with a ſenſation of pleaſure at the 

comparative ſafety of this retreat, and hay» 
ing barred the entrance as before, ſhe knelt 
down and prayed aloud. When her little 
companion heard her voice, he glided from 
above, where he had hitherto remained, and 
as ſhe ended her ſupplications to the Deity, 
he joined his harſh unconſcious tones to 
her's, 


Phedora was ſenſibly affected with the 
ideas this incident gave riſe to, and added 


an. cher petition to thoſe her heart had already 
framed, 


ned, 
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framed, for the little unenlightened being 
who knew not himſelf how to addreſs the 
oreat author of light and life. 


Her reflections upon the ſtate of this boy. 
whoſe actions and purſuits gave little indica- 
tion of that boaſted reaſon, the intuitive inha- 
bitant of the mind of man, kept her for ſome 
time waking, and her own aſſociation in his 
ſtrange fate naturally mixt with theſe : ſhe 
was not without fears, that if in vainly endea- 
youring to gain the open plain, ſhe ſhould 
take him from his own haunts, and conduct 
him to the more dangerous ones of ſavage 
beaſts, they might both periſh in the at- 
tempt: yet if ſhe made it not, ſhe was ſen- 
ſible that ſhe muſt remain in this ſolitary 
condition, and inſtead of humaniſing the child, 
be content to fall through neceſſity, into his 
degenerate habits, 


The Baroneſs, Phedora thought, would be 
delighted with the employment of unfolding 
his faculties and enlarging his ideas, and 
O 4 could 
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could ſhe once introduce the poor child to 
her notice, ſhe might then indeed refle& with 
pleaſure, on having drawn him from his wild 
and irrational habits, to a life dignified by 
reaſon and enlightened by religion, I 


When morning dawned, he was the firſt 
to ſtart from his leafy bed, and the ſound of 
his motions awoke Phedora, who on opening 
her eyes, beheld him waiting her levce with 
ſome ſigns of impatience : ſhe greeted him 
with kindneſs, and he ſmiled in return with 
an air that ſeemed to thank her. She then 
turned from the boy to expedite her morning 
oriſons, and having ended them, endeavoured 
to lead him through the aperture ſhe had 
entered at herſelf; but he refuſed to follow, 
obſtinately perſiſting in climbing the tree, 
and deſcending again by the branches on the 
outſide of the bark. 


Phedora watched this ceremony, and diſ- 
covered that it proceeded from an inſtinctive 
apprehenſion of danger ; for that he looked 

cautiouſly 
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cautiouſly and carefully on every ſide, and 
likened to every breeze, ere he would ven- 
ture from his ſtation : but when once aſſured 


of ſafety, he appeared to throw aſide all re- 


ſtraint, and gambolled as uſual with antic 
bounds, as far as her eye could trace him. 
It ſeemed however that he never loſt ſight of 
his fair aſſociate, ſince whenever ſhe walked 
a few paces, he run towards her with great 
ſwiftneſs, and would not again quit her fide, 


until he had received ſome freſh token of her 
friend{p, 


Impatient to eſſay her projected plan of 
leaving the foreſt, ſhe proceeded in the ſame 
direction he had taken the morning before, 
in order to attain a more open ſpot, where 
orew the wild roots, of which ſhe meant to 
ſecure a large quantity for her ſurer ſupport : 
her little gay companion, as if he gueſſed her 
Intention, then led the way, only deviating at 
intervals to climb ſome tree that happened 
to hit his fancy. 
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At length they reached the place Phedora 
ſought, and ſhe inſtantly applied herſelf to 
dig up ſome of the roots with her knife : he 
looked at the inſtrument very earneſtly for 
ſome time ; and then turned the earth by the 
aid of his long nails with ſo much diſpatch, 
that the utmoſt efforts of her labour could 
not equal it. As ſuddenly however he quit- 
ted this employ mens, and flew up a tree in 
ſearch of honey, a food he ſeemed molt to 
prefer. | 


She was afraid of following his example; 
for though in her childhood ſhe had been 
very expert at climbing the firs that cluſtered 
round her native village, ſhe was become 
timorous by diſuſe, and the enormous height 
of the foreſt trees made her ſhudder even for 
the ſafety of the boy, who ſometimes terri- 
fied her with hanging by his little hands to 
the topmoſt branches, and ſuffering the wind 
to wave him to and fro, 


Phedora 
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Phedora having at length procured as 
many roots as ſhe could conveniently carry, 
found herſelf irreſiſtably impelled to attempt 
regaining the ſociety of her fellow-creatures, 
and leaving this deſolate ſpot without per- 
mitting another day to paſs over her head. 
She allured her little companion forward, but 
without knowing whither the way would lead, 
and imagined by the reluctance he diſcovered, 
that ſhe was drawing him from his uſual 
haunts : he hung back, yet appeared unwil- 
ling to leave her, and after walking for ſome 
time, ſtopt every other minute to look 
round him and liſten, with marks of trepi- 
dation. She then ſmiled upon him, and her 
voice encouraged him to proceed, whilſt ſhe 
held his hand to prevent him from retreating 
ſuddenly from her; till his efforts either to 
advance too quickly, or to recede in terror, 
fatigued her arm ſo as to compel her to 
looſen him, and it then required all the per- 
ſuaſive looks ſhe could aſſume, and the repe- 
tition of a ſong, to induce him to follow 
her, 
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She now found by his ſtarts, and the tre- 
mor he was in, that they had entirely quit- 
ted that part of the foreſt he had been uſed 
to inhabit : again therefore ſhe took his arm, 
and when they had walked ſome hours, Phe- 
dora with a tranſport of delight diſcovered a 


. well-trodden path, which ſhe reſolved at 


every event not to quit. The fears of the 
boy encreaſed as they proceeded, and at 
length he made ſeveral efforts to eſcape : 
ſhe let fall her little ſtock of proviſions to 
hold him with both her hands, conjuring him 
at the ſame time not to fly back to his ſavage 
mode of life, but commit himſelf to her 
protection. © I will love you, I will be 
your ſiſter!” ſhe cried in a paſſionate tone 
of entreaty, as though he could have com- 
prehended her meaning: “ do not leave me 
dear unhappy child! I will take you to Mr. 
Levhaupt ; you ſhall be the ſon he loſt you 


13 


ſhall be his Alexy.— Do not leave me: 


Her adjurations were now interrupted by 


ſounds, which ſeemed almoſt cloſe to her: 
I the 


the 
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the path winded, and ſhe haſtily turned her 
head in an alarm that of her little companion 
could not exceed: his ſtruggles became ſtill 
more vehement, and at the ſame moment he 
ſucceeded in breaking from her, ſhe beheld 
within a few paces of them, ſome horſemen 
gazing at her with ſurpriſe : but her predo- 
minant ſenſation was regret for having ſuffer- 
ed the boy to eſcape, as ſhe much feared ſhe 
ſhould never behold him again, Inſtead of 
anſwering the queſtions they haſtily put to 
her, ſhe earneſtly beſought them to purſue 
and recover the child, 


The party who had now ſurrounded her, 


did not at the firſt moment comprehend her 


meaning; for they had not imagined that the 
little animal they had ſeen gallopping off with 
ſuch ſwiftneſs, was a human being ; but when 
the diſtreſs and confuſion of Phedora per- 
mitted her to explain herſelf, a detachment 
of about a dozen men rode in purſuit of the 
fugitive, 


She 
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She had then leiſure to obſerve, that thoſe 
- who remained wore the military uniform, and 
concluded from the language they uſed, that 
they were Poles: they were indeed a troop 
of Saxons under the command of a Poliſh 
officer, who, with his ſubalterns, diſmounted, 
and they unitedly poured, a volley of enqui- 
ries into the ears of Phedora, .which her 
anxiety prevented her from ſatisfying. Their 
fixed looks, and animated expreſſions of ad- 
miration, embarraſſed and alarmed her, and 
ſhe endeavoured to avoid them by ſlowly 
following the track her little companion had 
taken, in the hope too of meeting him on 
his return, and ending by her preſence and 
her careſſes, the terror ſhe could ſo well 
imagine him to be governed by : but ſhe was 
ſtill incommoded by the importunate groupe 
ſhe had turned from, until their colonel per- 
ceiving her diſtreſs, deſired them to forbear, 
and taking her hand, aſſured her of his pro- 
tection, 


Phedora 
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Phedora looked up to him with an air of 
ſupplication, and was conſiderably relieved 
from her uneaſineſs, by obſerving in his 
countenance a gentleneſs and compaſſion that 
accorded with his words. He was rather 
paſt the middle age, and of an aſpect ſo 
ſedate, that it approached to philoſophic gra- 
vity, but without any expreſſion of moroſe- 
neſs and ſeverity. She ſummoned courage 
therefore to enquire of him if the troops were 
going to Boruſſon. 


« Our march is directed to Minſki,“ re- 
turned he, © whither we will conduct you; 
and from thence you can proceed to Boruſſon 
if you wiſh it.“ 


She was much pleaſed with this intelli- 
gence, but her ſatisfaction was counteracted by 
the continued abſence of the fugitive ; and 
even her new friend the Colonel began to be 
diſſatisfied with the length of the chace, and 
diſpatched another party in ſearch of the 
firſt, 

In 
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In a ſhort time they all returned together, 
bringing with them the little mutinous object 
of their purſuit, whom they had been com- 
pelled to bind hand and foot. Phedora run 
up to him with great tenderneſs, and was ſur- 
priſed at the alteration of countenance, the 
ferocious ſullenneſs of his captivity had creat- 

ed. She perceived that the bonds to which 
he was utterly unuſed, muſt very much hurt 
his limbs, and intreated with tears that they 
might be looſened. He looked at her with 
much reſentment; yet when ſhe received 
permiſſion to free his hands, he gave her no 
other intimation of anger, though his nails 
had much incommoded ſeveral of the fol- 
diers before his arms had been ſecured, 


Phedora was now again aſſailed by a multi- 
tude of queſtions, which ſhe replied to with 
as much preciſion as her agitation would allow 
of; but it was not until ſhe had related the 
manner in which ſhe had diſcovered the child, 


and every circumſtance reſpecting him ſhe 
could 


uld 
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could recollect, that the authorative voice of 
the colonel was heard and attended to. 


They then renewed their march, and Phe- 
dora was placed upon a led horſe belonging 
to one of the troop: ſhe entreated that ſhe 
might not be ſeparated from the poor little 
priſoner, and at her earneſt requeſt the ſol- 
dier who carried him, was ſuffered to ride 
by her ſide. She ſpoke to the boy in the 
gentleſt accent, but he was ſtill ſullen, and 
gave no indication of returning friendſhip, 
until ſhe ſung to him her Poliſh ſong: he 
then raiſed his head ſlowly from his indignant 
boſom, and made her obſerve his feet, which 
were ſtill bound together. She procured 
them to be looſened, though not entirely 
freed; for his ſtrength and activity were ſo 
great, that no ſingle perſon could hold him 
without aſtoniſhing effort, unleſs he was par- 
tially confined; and his guard had not been 


much delighted even with the liberation of 
his hands. 


The 
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The regiment halted at a ſmall village on 
the confines of the wood, and Phedora was 
humanely attended to by the Colonel him- 
ſelf, who offered her ſome refreſhments, 
which ſhe thankfully accepted, and endea- 
voured to induce her little wild friend to join 
with her in the repaſt; but he rejected her 
civilities with ſullen ſcorn, and all her efforts 
to ſoothe him into a better humour, entirely 
failed. The Colonel, whoſe name was 
Lapuſkin, enquired of her if ſhe had yet 
given the child any particular appellation. 


cc I have ſometimes called him Alexy,” 
replied ſhe, * and he ſeemed pleaſed with 
the ſound.” 


Lapuſkin now tried to obtain his attention 
by repeating the word ; but either his voice 
or countenance happening to difpleaſe the 
boy, he ſuddenly darted his claws into the 
colonel's face, and would have applied his 
teeth in the ſame hoſtile way, had not the 
ſoldier who had charge of him, terrified him 
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by ſeveral very ungentle blows. Phedora 
was hurt at the ſeverity of the correction, but 
as the offence of poor Alexy appeared to 
warrant it, ſhe was filent. The man un- 
ordered, again prepared to tye his hands, an 
indignity the little culprit reſiſted with all his 
ſtrength; he was however compelled to ſub- 
mit, after having received two or three more 
manual favours from the rough ſoldier. 


Lapuſkin interfered not to ameliorate his 
puniſhment, and was much aſtoniſhed on 
turning to Phedora, to behold her in tears. 
She ventured once more to intercede for the 
child, and having at laſt obtained an unwil- 
ling conſent from the colonel that ſhe might 
unbind his little hands, ſhe approached Alexy, 
who inſtantly held them up to her: ſhe was 
affected with this motion, at once beſpeaking 
protection and aſſiſtance, and haſtened to 
comply with the requeſt it indicated. His 
cheſnut ringlets had eſcaped from their con- 
finement, and teazed him by falling over his 
face; Phzdora arranged them as ſhe had 

done 
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done before, and then again preſented to him 
ſome fruit and bread, careſſing and talking 
to him, to induce him to eat it. 


Her kindneſs at length overcame his re- 
ſentment and indignation, and he complied 
with her wiſh. The colonel complimented 
her upon the ſucceſs of her efforts, and as (he 
appeared ſo much attached to her little com- 
panion, he deſired that he might be left to 
her management: a conceſſion that much 
pleaſed her, becauſe ſhe was convinced that 
harſhneſs and ſeverity had no other effect 
than that of making him ferocious and un- 
manageable. 8 


The officers had again flocked round her, 
converſing with each other upon the ſingular 
ſtate of Alexy, and applying to her occa- 
ſionally for information. In the courſe of 
the debate, the ears of Phedora were ſtruck 
with the unexpected name of ReCtzizi.: ſhe 
ſtarted in great emotion, and repeating it in 
an accent of ſurpriſe, turned haſrily to the 

| perſon 
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perſon ſo addreſſed: but ſhe beheld not the 
Rectzizi her heart ſo promptly acknow- 
jedged. | 


ce Do you know the Count?“ aſked Colo- 
nel Lapuſkin. 

« do indeed know Count Rectzizi,“ 
replied ſhe, ſighing, © but this gentleman is 
not him.“ | 

« My father perhaps, ſaid the. young 1 
man: „ but tell me—are you the peaſant f 
girl old Leuhaupt brought up?“ 

Is this, thought Phedora, the brother of 
Ulmeri—of Caſſimir? Can he be thus FN 
nearly related to them ? 114 

« Ves, ſhe replied, * I am that peaſant & | 
girl. Will you excuſe my preſumption in . 
enquiring if you have lately ſeen the Coun= 
teſs, and your amiable ſiſter?“ 


« I ſaw them about a month back at A 
Grodno,” he returned: © Ulmeri ſpoke $ 
much of you—but the Counteſs my mother Fl | 
ſuppoſes that you are in the ſuite of her friend is) 


Baroneſs 1 \ 


* 
. 
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Baroneſs Hartfen : wherefore did ſhe diſmiſs 
you?“ 


Phedora bluſhed deeply at an interrogation 
ſo mortifying, which tacitly charged her with 
guilt or miſconduct, and with an air more 
haughty than her features had ever yet been 
caſt into, ſhe remained ſilent. Lapuſkin, 
who was extremely diſguſted with the offen- 
five arrogance of the young Count Rectzizi, 
ordered the troops to reſume their march 
inſtantly, and thus relieved her from her diſ- 
treſs, which was evidently ſtronger even than 
her diſpleaſure. 


Phedora was again placed upon the horſe, 
and late in the evening they reached Minſki, 
The aſtoniſhment and terror of Alexy, at 
every object which there ſtruck his eyes, was 
very evident; and his diſcompoſure was At 
to be ſoothed even by the careſſes of Phe- 
dora, to whom he clung with anxious ſoli- 
citude, 


She 


C 
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She was placed by Colonel Lapuſkin, with 
her little companion, in the care of an offi- 
cer's widow, a woman of a decent and mild 
appearance, who exerted herſelf to make her 
fair gueſt forget her recent fatigues. Here 
Alexy was ſupplied with cloathing, and when 
Phedora produced her three rubles, the 
whole of her wealth, to pay for it, ſhe was 
informed that the Colonel had ordered the 
oarments at his own expence. The boy vio- 
lently objected to incommode himſelf with 
this eſſential badge of civilization; but at 
length the gentle perſeverance of Phedora 
overcame his oppoſition, and with a little 
difficulty ſhe executed the taſk of dreſſing 
him. He then ſurveyed himſelf with admi- 
ration not unmixed with delight, and when 
ſhe checked him for putting his hands to the 
ground, he appeared to comprehend her, 
and obeyed the indications her motions gave. 


Now that he had loſt all traces of his 
native wood, he ſhowed ſtronger ſymptoms 
of terror, and leſs of ferocity, and conſtantly 
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flew to Phedora for protection when any 
ſtranger appeared before him : he was leſs 
fearful of women than of men, in proportion 
as their voices were more ſoft and their per- 
ſons more feminine ; but he was unwilling to 
ſuffer the approaches of either to any kind 
of acquaintance or fellowſhip, his firſt friend 
only excepted. 


Phedora was very anxious to renew her ry 
converſation with the young Count Rectzizi, - 
diſpleaſing as were his ſentiments and man- ; 
ners, to gain ſome intelligence of his family * 


or of the Baroneſs Hartfen. The firſt morn- 
ing of her reſidence at Minſki, ſhe liſtened 
eagerly for every ſtep, and the ſlighteſt 
ſound that appeared to announce a viſitor, in 
the hope that he would fo far condeſcend to 
Intereſt himſelf in her fate, as to make ſome 
enquiry concerning her, wholly difterent as 
he was to every perſon ſhe had yet ſeen who 
bore the reſpected name of Rectzizi. 


At 


"Ee 
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At length a voice which appeared to be 


his, drew her to the door of her apartment, 


and ſhe heard the miſtreſs of the houſe deny 
that ſhe had any ſuch inmate as the enquirer 
deſcribed, which Phedora ſtrongly ſuſpected 
to be herſelf. Surpriſed at this aſſertion, ſhe 
walked forward, and diſcovered that it was 
indeed the count who was ſeeking her: he 
caſt upon the poor woman a haughty look of 


reproach, and ſhe retired extremely diſcon- 


certed. 


te Lapuſkin,” cried he, without any pre- 
vous addreſs, “ has endeavoured to keep 
your reſiden® from my knowledge, and only 
the fame of your little ſavage pointed it out 
tome, I come charming Phedora, to offer 
Jou every ſervice in my power: if you will 
accept my protection, you ſhall need no 
other; and you may then deſpiſe the diſplea⸗ 
ure of that little devil the Baroneſs.” 


Much as Phedora diſliked this young man, 
and little as ſhe had reaſon to imagine him 
VOL, 111, P endued 


Rectzizi, ſtruck her with aſtoniſhment, hor- 
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endued with great delicacy, this unqualified 
propoſition from the brother of Caſſimir 


ror, and an anguiſh ſhe could not controul, 
and burſting into tears, ſhe was haſtily with- 
drawing, but he detained her. 


He ſaw his error, and offered ſomething 
like an apology for the unguarded Geenen 
he had uſed; but it required all the ſelf com- W tic 
mand Phedora poſſeſſed, to enable her to Mit 
conquer her repugnance and averſion, ſo far Wm 
as to remain in the ſame room with him, Wto; 
whilſt ſhe made the enquiries her heart ſo Mya 
eagerly prompted, To ſoften her diſplea- I Ly 
ſure, he gave her all the intelligence in his the. 
power: the Baroneſs, he ſaid, was at BiclkM * 
when he laſt heard of her, and ſhe had] p 
quitted Grodno only two days before the 
Counteſs and his ſiſter entered it, a circum- 
ſtance that much ſurpriſed them, becaule ſhe 
was well aware of their approach. 


Phedo 
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Phedora ſecretly accounted for a conduct 
that appeared ſo inexphcable : *The dear, 
the miſtaken Baroneſs,” thought ſhe, '** fup- 
poſes that I am no more; and whilſt her 
heart reproaches her with: being the cauſe of 
the accident ſhe deplores, ſhe could not en- 
dure to behold thoſe worthy beings who 
like herſelf, have deigned to take an intereſt 
in my fate.” She would not however men- 
tion this ſurmiſe to the young count, becauſe 
it would bring on an explanation ſhe was too 
much irritated to give. He then continued 
toinform her that his mother had taken ad- 
vantage of an eſcort of troops marching to 
Lublin, to rejoin his father who had been 
ere ſome time. 


1 Phedora heard this with much anxiety, as 

Wit wholly precluded every hope of throwing 

"Wherſelf into their protection; and the mo- 

tions of the Baroneſs were ſo uncertain, that 
ſhe could not depend upon her reſidence in 
ay place, 
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To put an end to the doubts of the count, 
as to her own wiſhes and intentions, ſhe 
entreated his aſſiſtance to procure for her a 
ſituation, however menial, in the houſe of 
ſome lady at Minſki; © a benefit,” ſhe 
added, © I ſhall thankfully acknowledge as 
the moſt acceptable you could confer upon 
me.” 

« Phedora,” cried he, © you muſt nat 
thus degrade yourſelf : my heart, which ſen- 
ſibly acknowledges your perfections, would 
never ceaſe to upbraid me, were I to ſuſſeſ © 


EY 7 
this. 0 


He was proceeding in a ſtrain equally to 
offenſive to her, when a violent uproar in the 
ſtreet, immediately before the houſe, att act] 
ed the attention of both. Alexy was terri tor 
fied, and throwing himſelf into the arms mo 
his fair protectreſs, trembled exceſſiveh Why 
whilſt the count quitted the room to enquit ¶ mui 
into the cauſe of the diſturbance, which en Hat 
creaſed every moment; and the miſtreſs the 


the manſion entered it abruptly, to entre: 
tha 
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that the child might be ſhown to the croud 
aſſembled at the door. For the inhabitants 
of Minſki having heard from the ſoldiers of 
the little wild boy caught in the neighbour— 
ing foreſt, had flocked to behold him, when 
they had ſucceeded in diſcovering his reſi- 
ence. 


But Alexy would not by any means con- 
ſent to this exhibition in his preſent ſtate of 
a perturbation and alarm; he hid himſelf in a 
corner, to which he drew Phedora; and her 
compaſſion for the agony his ſudden ſtarts 
and tremor expreſſed, would not permit her 

o force him from his retreat. 


lM The young count incenſed at the interrup- 
on he had met with, and the inſolent cla- 
"WF mours of the people, repelled their curioſity 
by the rhetoric of blows, which he dealt 
i wund him without diſcrimination, by the 
Wafiltance of a cane he ſnatched from one of 
che offenders; and this being magnified into 
the rumour of a military affray, ſoon reached 

1 the 


”— —— en, a. —u—Ü— — As, — — — 


— — — . 
— 4 - EO g 
— — , 


318 HE DORA. 


the ears of Colonel Lapuſkin, who haſtened 
to the ſpot with a ſmall party of his regiment, 
to quell the diſturbance. 


The populace enraged at the haughty de- 
portment of their aſſailer, had begun to reſiſt 
his chaſtiſement, and a moſt ſerious riot had 
nearly taken place, when Lapuſkin appeared, 
who having enquired into the circumſtances 
attending it, immediately put Rectzizi under 
arreſt, to pacify the reſentment of the peo- 
ple, who not without fome reaſon, conceived 
themſelves mal-treated. They then diſper- 
fed very peaceably, perfectly fatisfied with 
the event, and wholly forgetting the primary 
cauſe of the diſturbance, in the triumph that 
attended the humiliation of their opponent. 


Some time after, the colonel viſited Phe- 
dora, who received him with all the grati- 
tude his ſervices merited : but Alexy, who 
had not loſt the remembrance of the rough 


diſcipline which had been inflicted upon him, 
and 
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and had perception enough to know that it 
was for his offence to Lapuſkin, regarded 
him with much anger; and the colonel inſiſt- 
ed, as a preliminary to any converſation be- 
tween himſelf and Phedora, that the boy's 
nails ſhould be reduced to a more reafonable 
ſize, a ceremony ſhe had not yet ventured to 
attempt. Alexy fubmitted however to the 
operation with tolerable patience, and this 
important affair being adjuſted, Lapuſkin 
procceded to enquire of Phedora, how far 
her knowledge of the Rectzizi family ex- 
tended, 


Her anſwer convinced him of the gene- 
rous intereſt they took in her fortunes, and he 
congratulated her upon poſſeſſing ſuch wor- 
thy and powerful protectors; but inſinuated 
that ſhe muſt not rely upon receiving diſin- 
tereſted ſervices from the young count: he 
then added, that he had been employed the 
whole of the morning in endeavouring to 
procure for her a ſituation ſuited to her youth 
and ſex, and for this purpoſe he had ventured 
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to make uſe of the names of the Baroness 


Hartfen and Madame Rectzizi, a meaſure he 


had been lead to adopt, by ſome converſation 


he had previouſly had with the count. ©« ] 
at length, continued he, “ met with a lady 
of ſome diſtinction, who was ſo much pleaſed 
with the detail I gave her of your adventure 
in the foreſt, that ſhe voluntarily propoſed 
to receive you and Alexy into her houſe.” 


Phedora was tranſported with this intelli- 
gence, and ſo eager to ſecure a good fortune 
thus unhoped for, that ſhe requeſted to be 
taken immediately to this conſiderate and 
hoſpitable lady: but Lapuſkin informed er, 
that he had appointed the next day for her 
removal and that of Alexy, who unconſcious 


of his efforts to ſerve him, till kept aloof, 


and refuſed to be reconciled. 


The colonel apologiſed to Phedora before 
he withdrew, for having deſired the miſtreſs 
of the houſe to refuſe admittance to the young 


officers of the regiment, which he entreated 
her 
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her to believe he had very good reaſon for: 
and in her turn ſhe excuſed the eagerneſs ſhe 
had diſplayed to ſee the count, by mention- 
ing her earneſt wiſhes to learn ſome particu- 
lars of his family. 


« You are naturally prejudiced in his 
favour,” returned Lapuſkin ; * but he 1s— 
to morrow however you will be in the protec- 
tion of the Counteſs Waldowick, and my 
anxiety on the ſubject will be at an end.“ 


Phedora warmly thanked him, and he then 
took tis leave, with a promiſe of returning 
early in the morning, to conduct her and the 


child to the habitation of their new pro- 
tectreſs. 


3⁴² PHE DORA. 


. ....—————— 
C HAP. VIII. 


— — © Theſe paſs their days 

« In feaſting and mirth, light wantonneſs and laughter; 

« Piping and playing, minſtrelſies and maſking, 

& Till life flees from them like an idle dream | 
% A ſhew of mummery without a meaning,” | 


DHE was delighted at not being compelled i 
to part with Alexy, for whom ſhe had con- v 
ceived a very tender affection, and employed MW EF 
the whole day in endeavours to humaniſe | tc 
and make him more engaging, that he might in 
win the favour of the counteſs, upon whom ¶ u 
his welfare now ſeemed to depend. He tr 
received her inſtructions with docility, and ha 
attended to them with tolerable exactneſs: © of 
his attachment to her, and confidence in her ca 
friendſhip and kindneſs hourly encreaſed, and an 
he would not ſuffer her to leaye him a mo- 
ment, 
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ment, but followed her from place to place 
with the moſt jealous watchfulneſs, and appa- 
rent anxiety of her removal from him. 


At length Lapuſkin appeared, and Phe- 
dora taking leave of her inoffenſive hoſteſs, 
claſped the hand of Alexy in hers, and attend- 
ed the worthy colonel into the ſtreet, with 
a haſte and eagerneſs that wholly excluded 
from her memory the probability there was, 
that the deportment of her little companion 
would procure them a more numerous eſcort 
in their way to the houſe of Madame Walde- 
wick, than was either expected or defired. 
But the inconvenience immediately occurred 
to her, when ſhe obſerved Alexy endeavour. 
ing to walk as he had been accuſtomed, 
upon his hands equally with his feet: ſhe 
tried to make him advance in the manner ſhe 
had taught him, but the ſight of a number 
of people paſſing to and fro, the noiſe of 
carriages and the ſight of horſes, terrified 
and rendered him intractable. 


P 6 The 
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The populace again aſſembled to behold 
him, on the firſt intimation of his puplic ap- 
pearance, and before Lapuſkin could ſecure 
his fair companion in the dwelling of the 
counteſs, they were ſurrounded by a con- 
courſe, from whom they found it impoſſible 
to eſcape, The colonel was very much em- 
barraſſed by this unpleaſant impediment, but 
unlike the impetuous count, he preſerved his 
temper, and concluded that his moſt reaſon- 
able method of conduct would be to ſuffer 
the people to gaze until they were tired, 
when they would moſt probably withdraw, 
and leave him at liberty to proceed: but his 
judgment in this inſtance happened unfortu- 
nately to be erroneous; for the multitude 
which immediately encircled Phedora and 
her little trembling corapanion, refuſed to 
give up their ſtations to others, whole curio- 
ſity was equally importunate, and after many 
entreaties, remonſtrances, and numberleſs 
altercations, a moſt furious ſcuffle enſued, 
which Lapuſkin vainly endeavoured to put 


an end to, 
Phedora, 
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Phedora, however terrified, would not 
quit the arm of Alexy, who clung to her 
with a trepidation that encreaſed in proportion 
as the voices of the opponents became louder 
and more diſcordant. The contention was 
now almoſt univerſal, and the Colonel was 
borne from her amidſt his zealous endeavours 
to procure a return of peace. Whilſt ſhe 
was debating with herſclf if ſhe ſhould re- 
queſt ſome of the people round her to con- 
duct her to the Counteſs Waldowick, or 
await the return of Lapuſkin, ſome men, 
apparently domeſtics, invited her into a large 
manſion, not far from the place where ſhe 
ſtood, 


The agony of poor Alexy induced her to 
accept their hoſpitality ; and having been 
led into the houſe, ſhe was immediately con- 
ducted to an apartment decorated wich much 
ſplendour, where ſhe beheld a woman of 
about forty years of age, of an aſpect ex- 
tremely haughty and forbidding, who ſur- 
veyed her and her little companion with an 

alr 
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air of unfecling curioſity that rather ſhocked 
Phedora. At length the lady broke filence ; 


cc I believe,” ſaid ſhe, © you muſt be the 
young woman whom Colonel T apuſkin men- 
tioned to me as haviag been found with that 
little animal in the foreſt between this town 
and the confines of Mieſlaw: I have pro- 
miſed him to take charge of you, until the 
Counteſs Rectzizi, or Baroneſs Hartfen, who 
patroniſe you as I underſtand, ſhall claim you 
of me. You may conſider yourſelf there- 
fore as one of my ſuite, which is very nume- 
rous already; but to confer an obligation on 
Counteſs Rectzizi, or Madame Hartfen, 
though I do not perſonally know either of 
them, I will enlarge my train of attendants, 
and admit you and that little ſavage of the 
number, Tell me what tricks he can play ? 
let me hear him howl -I underſtand that he 
climbs like a ſquirrel—make him run up that 
door-way.” 


Phedora 
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Phedora gently intimated that Alexy 
would not be compelled to do any thing; 
and that it was only by the tendereſt treat- 
ment that he could be made tractable and 
ſubmiſſive. She then acknowledged with 
thank fulneſs, how acceptable to her was the 
offered protection of the Counteſs Waldow- 
ick; though ſhe could not avoid feeling a 


ſecret diſguſt at the ungracious manner in 


which ſhe had announced it to her, and the 
haughty air with which the lady now liſtened 
to her expreſſions of gratitude, confirmed the 
diſlike that had ſtolen upon her. 


Madame Waldowick ſuddenly recollecting 
herſelf, thought proper to enquire the cauſe 
of the diſturbance which had ſeparated Phe- 
dora from Colonel Lapuſkin ; and then as 
ſuddenly interrupting the explanation ſhe had 
demanded, © How !” exclaimed ſhe, “ were 
the people really ſo eager to behold you and 
this little ſtrange creature ? Well,” ſhe added 
with an air of fatisfied vanity, *“ you now 
belong to me ; and they will not be able to 

drive 
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drive themſelves into my houſe to fatisfy their 
vulgar curioſity. The young Count Rect- 
2zizi is under arreſt I am told, for preventing 
you botli from being torn to pieces by the 
multitude : he muſt be contented therefore 
to confine himſelf to his quarters for a week 
or ten days to expiate his generous warmth, 
for which I honour him; but juſt at this 
moment the poj ace mult not be offended 
with impunity by the military.“ 


Theſe ſentiments, expreſſed v all the 
airs that might well be expe o accom- 
pany them, ſufficiently infor! .ed Phedora 
of the diſpoſition and temper of the coun- 
teſs; and the number of her attendants, of 
which ſhe had boaſted, and the ſtyle of every 


thing around her, confirmed the ſurmiſes ſhe 


could not avoid allowing herſelf to form, of 
the abſurd vanity and ridiculous ambition thas 
governed her. 


She felt now for the firſt time, all the hor- 


rors of dependance and poverty; and accu- 
ſed 
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ſed herſelf of folly, in having leſt the peace- 
ful cottage of Rubenſki: upon caſting her 
eyes however upon poor Alexy, who ſtood 
frightened and ſullen by her fide, ſhe revok- 
ed her ſentiment of regret, and for his ſake 
rejoiced that ſhe had quitted the venerable 
Matheowna, and her worthy deſcendants, 


When the counteſs was tired of ſurveying 
her new acquiſition, ſome af her women were 
called, and ſhe deſired them to ſee Pnedora 
and her little companion properly accommo- 
dated with cloathing and ſhown to an apart- 
ment. They both very readily followed the 
attendants out, and after a proper compli- 
ment of gazing and wonde1ing on the part of 
the whole houſchold, who aſſembled in the 
anti-room to behold the wild creatures from 
the foreſt, they were conducted to a wretched 
nook, divided by a decayed partition; and 
this Phedora found was to be the lodging 
room of Alexy and herſelf : but as the way to 
it, and the apartments ſhe paſſed through, 
after ſhe had quitted the ſuite the counteſs 
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immediately occupied, were equally forlorn 
and deſolate, ſhe thought not of complaining, 
though ſhe could not avoid feeling extremely 
ſurpriſed at the magnificence and wretched- 
neſs the ſame houſe exhibited, 

The women now poured into her ears ſuch 
a number of enquiries concerning her little 
companion. and her own mode of living in 
the wood, that it required her utmoſt gen- 
tleneſs of temper, and all the exertion of 


patience ſhe could uſe, to anſwer them with 


good humour, 


The poor child was again required to ſhow 
his tricks, and Phedora could ſcarcely in- 
duce them to forbear teizing him, in order 
to ſatisfy their curioſity, by forcing him into 
motion. At length however they left her, 
to ruminate upon her ſituation, and ſigh at 
the apprehenſion of what would probably be 
her future fate, 


When 
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When Alexy found himſelf alone with his 
fair friend, he recovered in ſome degree his 
ſpirits; but he had now obſervation enough 
to comprehend, that when ſhe ſeemed fad and 
wiped her eyes, all was nat well: he had been 
alarmed at the eager looks and hurried en- 
quiries of the attendants, and inſtinctively 
concluding them to be enemies, kept his eyes 
fixed upon the door through which they had 
paſſed, with an aſpect of terror; Phedora 
no ſooner obſerved this, than ſhe was ſolici- 
tous to remove the impreſſion. She ſmiled 
upon him, repeating in a ſoft voice the name 
of Alexy, which he began to underſtand as 
his own appcllation ; and always appearing 
particularly pleaſed with the ſound, replied 
to it with anſwering ſmiles of approbation. 


Having ſung him into perfect ſatisfaction, 
ſhe amuſed herſelf with teaching him to re- 
peat after her, her own chriſtian name: it 
was not the firſt time ſhe had made the effort, 
and it now ſucceeded beyond her expecta- 
tion; but his tones were ſtill harſh, diſcor- 
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dant and loud, though not to the degree they 
had originally been. She remained thus em- 
ployed for ſome time, uninterrupted by any 
of the inhabitants of the houſe, and might 
perhaps have been longer neglected, had not 
the counteſs required her to bring Alexy into 
her preſence, to be exhibited to a viſitor. 


Phedora was diſſatisfied with the mandate, 
which gave her to underſtand that the poor 
child was conſidered by Madame Waldowick 
not only as her undoubted property, to be 
kept for the abſurd gratification of her vanity, 
but as an abſolute monkey, or any other wild 
animal. She followed her conductor how- 
ever, without any very apparent ſymptom of 
diſcontent; and Alexy, who had now reco- 
vered from the panic into which he had been 
thrown, accompanied her without reluctance. 


On entering the apartment of the counteſs, 
Phedora could ſcarcely perſuade herſelf that 
ſhe was ſtill in the fame manſion: here the 
utmoſt profuſion reigned ; but the place 
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allotted to her and Alexy, the demon Want 
ſeemed to have made her moſt favoured 
abode. 


She found with her new patroneſs, two Po- 
liſh ladies, whoſe manners neither partook of 
the ſedate mildneſs that generally character- 
iſed thoſe of Madame Rectzizi; nor of the 
brilliant vivacity that enlivened the ſociety 
the Baroneſs Hartfen inoved in: they were 
on the contrary, cold, ceremontous and for- 
mal; reſerved without modeſty; haughty 
and proud, yet not irreproachable in them- 
ſelves. 


When Phedora had been in their preſence 
five minutes, ſhe was perfectly ſatisfied that 
it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould ever again be 
ſolicitous to obtain the ſame honour, and to 
compleat her diſguſt, the tricks of the little 
ſavage were peremptorily called for: ſhe 
was forming ſome ſpeech to procure the cere- 
mony to be excuſed, when Alexy perceiving 
ſome refreſhments which had been placed in 

the 


* 
—— KKK ͤ „„ 
ry nd 
- 
* a * — 


334 PHEDOR As 


the room for the viſitors, gallopped ſuddenly 
up to the table where they ſtood, and plung- 
ing his hand without heſitation into every 
thing he ſaw, proceeded to fatisfy his hun- 
ger, not forgetting however, to invite Phe- 
dora to a participation of his good fortune, 
by looks which ſhe alone underſtood. It 
gave her pain to check him, becauſe ſhe 
could not fail to recollect that his faſt had not 
been broken ſince he had entered the houſe 
of the counteſs, an omiſſion of the duties of 
hoſpitality ſhe knew not how to mention to 
the miſtreſs of it. 


Alexy diſregarded her admonition how- 
ever, and continued to devour the delicacies 
he beheld, in ſpite of the anger of Madame 
Waldowick, who perfectly ſatisfied with this 
ſample of his tricks, ordered Phedora to 
take the animal away. As ſhe was obeying 
the command, Colonel Lapuſkin was an- 
nounced, and ſhe met him in the anti- 
chamber, 


« I have 
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« J have been ſcarching for you,” ex- 


claimed he, „all over Minſki, and only 
learnt five minutes back, that you were ſafe 
under this roof, which 1 congratulate you 
upon haviag gained.” 


Phedora haſtily expreſſed her gratitude for 
his diſintereſted friend hip, and her thank- 
fulneſs for the protection he had been the 
means of procuring for nher and the good 
colonel, with a countenance of ſatisfaction, 
then paſſed on to pay his compiunents to the 
counteſs. 


When Lapuſkin had left her, her progreſs 
was again interrupted by the attendants who 
were in waiting, that they might view the 
little Alexy at their leiſure. One of them 
rather more conſiderate than the reſt, run to 
procure ſome food for Phedora as well as the 
child, whoſe miſdemeanor brought to their 
recollection the neglect ſhe had experienced. 
But as ſhe by no means approved the com- 
pany ſhe was 1n, ſhe entreated that her meals 

might 
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might be brought to her apartment, and tak- 
ing with her the refreſhment that was now 
offered, ſhe withdrew thither, followed by 
Alexy, who extremely pleaſed with his ex- 
ploit, bounded like an antelope in defiance of 
the embarraſſinent his garments gave him, 


When they had been about an hour alone, 

Phedora, as well as her companion, was 
equally ſurpriſed and delighted with the un- 
expected ſound of muſic. Alexy almoſt 
motionleſs with undeſcribable ſenſations, 
gazed round him to diſcover whence the 
pleaſing noiſe iſſued, and Phedora charmed 
as ſhe was with a luxury ſhe had been fo little 
uſed to enjoy, could not avoid attending to 
the animated expreſſion that lighted up the 
countenance of the boy : he jumped with 
ecſtacy, and tried to mock the varied ſounds, 
then ſuddenly checking himſelf, liſtened in 
the moſt eager aititude of attention. 


The Counteſs Waldowick was not a lover 


of harmony or melody ; but it was abſolutely 
| neceſſary 
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neceſſary that ſhe ſhould imitate the extra- 
vagancies of her female friends who never 
failed to have mufic during their meals; 
ate her vanity was equal to the ablurdity 
of retaining a band, ſuch as it was, 1n her 
ſuite, though ſhe felt an utter indifference 
to the ſounds for which ſhe payed ſo con- 
ſiderably. Her ſatisfaction was now ex- 
tremely augmented from being enabled to 
outvie her competitors, by producing tor 
their amuſement, a wild boy from the foreſt 
of Minſki, and the heroine of a wonderful 
tale, which had been embelliſhed from 
the mouth of Colonel Lapuſkin to a moſt 
incredible degree of the marvellous; and if 
the fair adventurer had ſpent an hundred 
years in the moſt impenetrable foreſt, inha- 
bited by the ſtrangeſt monſters imagination 
had ever conceived, her ſtory could not 
have been told or liſtened to with more 
ſigns of eagerneſs, admiration and aſtoniſh- 
ment. ; 
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Phedora unconſcious of being the ſubje& 
of converſation in the high-born circle aſſem- 
bled in the apartment of the Counteſs, had 
opened the door of hers, the more diſtinctly 
to. hear the notes of the muſicians, which 
were borne to her through a variety of turn- 
ings and compartments that interrupted the 
airs they played, and only gave the ſounds 
to her at intervals: ſhe was deſirous of 
being nearer to them that ſhe might enjoy 
without alloy, a pleaſure to which both her- 
{elf and Alexy were fo ſenſible; and at 
length a female domeſtic paſſing by the end 
of the paſlage into which ſhe had crept, 
g00d-naturedly conducted her to a ſtation 
where ſhe might remain unobſerved by the 
viſitors of the Counteſs, who entered and 
retreated through the chamber where the 
band played: but the raptures of Alcxy, 
whoſe ſoul ſeemed tuned to harmony, {ſoon 
attracted the train of attendants round 
them; and when their lady was officiouſly 
informed that the boy was exhibiting his 


tricks, ſhe ordered him to be admitted tc 
Il 
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her preſence, He would not move how- 
ever without Phedora, and ſhe was there- 
fore compelled to accompany him, though 
from what ſhe had already ſeen of Counteſs 
Waldowick's aſſociates, ſhe was not ambi- 
tious to appear any more before them. 


Her little companion could ſcarcely be 
forced from his ſituation, ſo fearful was he 
of loſing the ſatisfaction he experienced; 
and even the numerous aſſemblage he was 
led to, notwithſtanding they all eagerly ſur- 
rounded him, could not ſteal his attention 
from the muſic. The counteſs cauſed it 
to ceaſe, and in a moment the features of 
Alexy fell; he looked up to Phedora with 
an air of diſappointment, and by a thou» 
ſand antic motions, tried to make her com- 
prehend that he wiſhed to hear the ſounds 


again. 


The nobleſſe of Minſki were in raptures 
to behold the human form placed in atti- 
tudes which ſociety reject as ungrateful and 
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-uncouth ; and Phedora, lovely as ſhe was, 
icarcely claimed a ſmall ſhare of the aumi- 


ration univerſally laviſned on the frolics of f 
of the little ſavage : the ladies indeed, K 
ſecretly thought that he would have been e 


infinitely more entertaining, had he not 
been perpetually looking up to his beautiful I 5 
companion, for the careſſes with which ſhe 
ſoothed him into patience and gentleneſs, 


ti 
The counteſs felt a proud ſuperiority over 1 * 
her gueſts, from the delicious circumſtance | © 
of poſſeſſing a treaſure of amuſement they d 
had not the power of returning in kind, A 
when ſhe attended their parties; and her hi 
good-humour was ſo much increaſed by * 
the reflection, that ſhe ordered ſome ſwect- ye 
-meats to be given to the child, wholly W 
forgetting at the ſame time to inquire if he M 
had had any more wholeſome or ſubſtantial - 
food. She then commanded the band to * 
play as uſual, and again the circle were in a 
extacies at the boundings, the geſtures and 
voice of Alexy. C: 


© 


At length when the whole party was ſuf- 
ficiently tired of this rational amuſement, he 
was diſmiſſed; and Phedora delighted to 
eſcape from a ſociety that diſpleaſed her 
more than any ſhe had yet been in, very 
gladly withdrew with the boy, 


In a few days, by her aſſiduous atten- 
tion, he could utter two or three words, 
and comprehend ſeveral ſentences : charm- 
ed with the ſucces of her efforts, and 
becoming each day more attached to her 
Alexy, the inſtructions ſhe beſtowed upon 
him, filled up the time that would other- 
wiſe have hung very heavily on her hands : 
yet ſtill her fondeſt affections were directed 
towards the abſent friends of her infancy, 
and thole of her maturer age; many a. figh 
too was breathe: with the name of Callimaie: 
unkind as he had been to her at their laſt 
meeting. 


She longed to hear from the mouth of 
Catherine the particulars of their melancholy 
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journey to Caſan; of the manner in which 
they paſſed their hours there, and what had 
become of the unhappy Stenaus: and as 
earneſtly did ſhe wiſh to relate to her belo- 
ved companion all that had befallen herſelf 
ſince their ſeparation. 4 How kind would 
Mr. Leuhapt be to Alexy !”” thought ſhe : 
«how delight{ully would he be inſtructed 
in thoſe virtues, without which his rational 
faculties had better have remained wholly 
in the ſhell of that unconſcious 1 Ignorance, 
that ſtil] partially envelopes them.” 


| bed learnt of the domeſtics that the 
counteſs was a native of Warſaw, and they 
conject ured that ſhe would probably return 
thither, when the diſturbances that agitated 
that capital ſhould have wholly ceaſed: ſhe 
knew that to reach it, it was neceſſary to 
paſs through Bielſc; and this circumſtance 
renovated all her hopes of meeting either the 
Baroneſs" at the one place, or the Rectzizi 
family at the ſe and ſoftened likewiſe 
the 


<4 ann Gam . om FJTrjþ7' © Aa. am. ame F ay n= Wwe _ Ho _ wwmws ww 


_—t <4 + £#6waOac —_— 


PHEDORA., 343 


the unpleaſant dependence in which ſhe was 
involved. Her haughty patroneſs would 
not aſſign her any uſeful employment in the 
family, becauſe ſhe affirmed, what was indeed 
2 fact, that ſhe had already more attendants 
and people in her ſervice than ſhe had the 
leaſt occaſion for: but the interior of the 
houſhold was notwithſtanding very indiffe- 
rently regulated, and whilſt the molt ſplendid 
ſumptuouſneſs prevailed immediately under 
the eye of the counteſs, the molt abject po- 
verty marked the accommodations, it indeed 
they could be called ſuch, of the inferior 
part of her train: yet they were fatisfied, 
becauſe they lived in indolence and inacti- 
vity, and were not without opportunities, 
each one according to his ſtation, of pilla- 
ging their 1nconfiderate miſtreſs, who 
imagined herſelf of too much importance 
in the world, to examine into her own 
affairs, and regulate the diſtribution of her 
revenue. 


Q 4 Phedora 
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Phedora and the little Alexy ſtill continued 
to be called for, when Madame Waldowick 
had viſitors, otherwiſe ſhe thought ſo little of 
them, that had they periſhed under the influ- 
ence of a ſudden diſeaſe, it 1s probable ſhe 
would not have diſcovered the accident, until 
they had been ſummoned to exhibit to her 
company. At length the child and his fair 
companion being one day ſent for at an un- 
uſual time, ſhe faw with much ſatisfaction 
Colonel Lapuſkin in the circle, who advanced 
towards her with an air of kindneſs and inte- 
reſt ſhe had not lately experienced,and took 
an opportunity of inquiring in a low voice if 
ſhe was ſatisfied with her ſituation. She pre- 
vailed on herſelf to reply in the affirmative, 
both becauſe ſhe had not any particular cauſe 
of complaint, and in compliment to the honeſt 
worth of the good Colonel, whoſe - friendly 
ſolicitude was much gratified with the cir- 

cumſtance. 


Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, the young Count 
Rectzizi entered the apartment, and Lapuſ- 
kin 
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kin informed her that his confinement had 
that morning ceaſed : I was not miſtaken,” 
added he, © in ſuppoſing that the firſt uſe he 
would make of his liberty would be to call 
here : but as you are pleaſed with the protec- 
tion of Madame Waldowick, I hope you will 
not be perſuaded by this young man to give 


it up.“ 


And then without waiting her reply, he 
expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the improved man- 
ners of Alexy, who could now underſtand a 
number of phraſes, and ſpeak others in a 
voice not devaid of harmony. 


Rectzizi having been greeted by thoſe of 
the ſet to whom he was known, could not 
forbear caſting upon Phedora a look of re- 
proach as he addreſſed her : but the Colonel 
prevented it from being tranſlated into lan- 
guage, by calling his attention to the evident 
civilization of their little acquaintance, whom 
the count recogniſed with the fame ſenti- 
ment of wonder as Lapuſkin had expreſſed : 
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The countenance of Alexy was indeed much 
enlightened, and grew daily more intereſting 
as his mind became enlarged : but the pro- 
greſs he made towards reaſon and language 
was rather checked by Counteſs Waldowick, 
who was far from commending the unwea- 
ried efforts of his fair friend, and they were 
never from thence, uſed in her preſence. 


Phedora obſerved too, that her mode of 
conduct towards herſelf and the child were 
not ſo haughty as ſhe had been accuſtomed 
to remark them, now that the preſence of 
Lapuſkin and the Count reminded her that 
they were only a kind of depoſit committed to 
lier charge: neither were they diſmiſſed as uſual, 
until the doors cloſed upon the Colonel and 
Rectzizi, and then Madame Waldowick with 
an infolence encreaſed from the reſtraint it 
had ſuffered, commanded them to retire. 


On the following day all was buſtle and 


confuſion throughout the houſe ; and Phe- 
8 dora 
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dora after a number of fruitleſs inquiries, 
learnt that the counteſs and her ſuite were 
immediately to depart for Warſaw : intelli- 
gence that gave her inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. 


It was ſome time before the reaſon of this 
ſudden reſolution was diſcovered : but after 
the domeſtics had ſpent hours in gueſling the 
occaſion of the journey, winch might have 
been far better ſpent in preparing for it, they 
were informed that it originated in the im- 
pertinent efforts of ſome of their lady's 
friends to rival her in her poſſeſſions, and that 
they had actually ſent to the neighbouring 
foreſt in ſearch of orhery Alexics. 


Thoſe of the officers of her houſhold who 
had connexions in Warſaw, though they 
laughed - heartily at the cauſe, rejoiced in the 
effect, whilſt others who had been engaged 
from Minſki and its vicinity, curſt the foreſt 
and all its unaccountable inhabitants, Alexy 
was too univerſal a favorite however, to ſuffer 
from the conſequences of their ſpleen, and 
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Phedora too much reſpected and beloved by 
every individual of the houſe, to hear a word 
of diſatisfaction levelled at her, upon an occa- 
fion in which ſhe was rather a party con- 


cerned. 


The young Count Rectzizi haſtened to the 
habitation of Madame Waldowick the mo- 
ment he heard of the projected journey, to 
charge Phedora with ſome letters to his fa- 
mily, whom he imagined ſhe might probably 
meet at Warſaw, and others to ſeveral of his 
friends there, in which he thought proper to 
recommend the fair Rubenſki to their notice 
as a young perſon his mother much regarded, 
Theſe laſt he explained to Phedora with great 
condeſcenſion, and informed her that he had 
thus provided as far as poſſible for the un- 
pleaſant circumſtance of her not finding ei- 
ther the counteſs at the capital, or Madame 


Hartfen at Bielſk. 


She readily conceived that theſe officious 


cares were meant as a kind of peace offering 
for 
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for a conduct he was not willing to permit 
his family to hear of, and with her uſual ſweets 
neſs of temper contrived to diſſipate his anxi- 
ety on that head,-and very ſincerely thanked 
him for his preſent attention to her happineſs 
and welfare. 


Colonel Lapuſkin failed not to call at the 
habitation of the counteſs to bid adieu to 
Phedora, who once more and with grateful 
zeal, earneſtly thanked him for the almoſt 
paternal ſolicitude his conduct had evinced, 
and could not ſee him depart without tears. 


At length Madame Waldowick, with her 
ſuite well armed, began her journey to 
Warſaw. Phedora, much againſt her own 
wiſhes, had the honor of being admitted into 
her carriage to attend upon Alexy, who was 
to amuſe the tedious hours the counteſs ex- 
pected to encounter. They travelled as is 
the cuſtom in Poland, both night and day, 
and Phedora independant of the fatigue ihe 
naturally expected to ſhare, was compelled 

5 to 
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to exert herſelf pepetually to reſtrain the vi- 
vacity of her little charge, and keep him ſilent 
and motionleſs, whenever the Padrona cloſed 
her eyes in a real or affected lumber, If this 
could not be effected, they were both ſub- 
jected to remonſtrances, neither gentle in 
themſelves, nor calmly delivered. 


For the preſent too, Phedora was obliged 
to give up her aſſiduous cares for the im- 
provement of poor Alexy, as the counteſs 
had almoſt forbidden them, becauſe ſhe did 
not chuſe that he ſhould become any other 
than the little ſavage of the foreſt of Minſki, 
from whoſe eccentricity ſhe promiſed herſelf 
not a little diſtinction at Warſaw, as the poſ- 
ſeſſor of the curioſity. 


In two days they arrived without acci- 
dent at Novogrodeck, and having remained 
there twenty-four hours, that Madame Wal- 
dowick might recruit her ſtrength, they 2gain 
proceeded under the welcome eſcort of a | 
 Ruls regiment, which was marching to join 
j i | the 
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the army of Prince Menzikoff on the banks 
of the Viſtula, The counteſs compelled to 
accommodate herſelf to their motions, haſten- 
ed or retarded her progreſs, as they lingered 
or advanced on their way : but conſoled her- 
ſelf for this humihating neceſſity, by diſplay- 
ing her importance to the officers of the 
regiment, who under pretence of amuſing 
themſelves with little Alexy, ſeized every 
opportunity of converſing with his fair com- 
panion, From one of theſe Ruſſians Phedora 
learnt, that his ſovereign was advancing from 
the Ukraine to the weſt of Poland, where 
there would be a general rendezvous: of all 
the diſtinguiſhed Poles, in the intereſt of 
Auguſtus, who were haſtening to welcome 
the conqueror of the Swede, in Warſaw their 
capital. * 


She was charmed with the proſpect this 
intelligence afforded her, of beholding the 
Count and Counteſs Rectzizi, and would have 
| endured 
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endured any fatigue to have haſtened the 
journey: but her impatience and anxiety were 
little attended to by Madame Waldowick, 
who wondered extremely how ſo inſignificant 
a being ſhould poſſibly prefer one ſpot to 
another, or care whither the pleaſure of her 
ſuperiors ſhould conduct her, 


It had been the intention of the counteſs 
to reſt again at Biclk, and Phedora ſecretly 
hoped to hear of the Baroneſs Hartfen at 
this place. To her infinite mortification 
however, the regiment under whoſe pro- 
tection they ſecurely travelled, heard ſome 
tidings there which made them haſtily 
preſs forward for Brock; and Madame 
Waldowick not being able to. comprehend 
from the evaſive anſwers of the commanding 
officer, the reaſon of this ſudden movement, 
folowed his example, and remained only 
ten minutes at Bielſk to procure a rein- 
forcement of proviſions : à circumſtance the 
poor diſappointed Rubenſki moſt fincerely 
bewailed. The counteſs herſelf was half 

| dead 
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dead with fatigue when ſhe arrived at Brock, 
and for this reaſon, herlelf and her ſuite 
repoled there for two days. They were 
now to loſe the benefit of their eſcort, as 
the regiment was not for the preſent to 
croſs the river Bug. 


Though the circumſtance had not been 
at all attended to, Phedora had been pecu- 
harly a ſufferer from this haſty journey ; as 
Alexy, wearied to exceſs with remaining ſo 
long in the ſame poſition, and unuſed to 
the jolting of a carriage, relied on the pro- 
tecting care of his fair friend, and took re- 
fuge in a profound ſleep, which generally 
laſted ſufficiently to make her arms ake 
almoſt beyond endurance ; yet, if ſhe with- 
drew them a moment, the child by ſome 
means incommoded the counteſs, and Phe- 
dora was vehemently reprchended for ſuffer- 
ing the little ſavage to half murder her 
with his boiſterous motions ; ſhe was there- 


fore not a little delighted at the reſpite ſhe 
now 
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now enjoyed, even though it retarded her 
arrival at Warſaw. 


Madame Waldowick having reſted a day 
and night at Brock, began to think of pur- 
ſuing her journey: ſhe was adviſed to take 
advantage of a ſmall veſſel ſailing to Thorn, 
which would convey her, and a part of 
her ſuite, within twenty miles of Warſaw; 
and as ſhe was ſufficiently tired of the fa- 
tigue and inconvenience of her carriage to 
receive this propoſition with pleaſure, ſhe 
ſecured a paſſage for herſelf, Phedora, Alexy, 
and three or four domeſtics, and ſent the 
reſt of her attendants forwards to a ſmall 
town on the ſouth fide of the Bug, nearly 
oppoſite to Skava on the Viſtula, 


- Phedora heard of this arrangement with 
more pleaſure than ſhe choſe to expreſs ; but 
when her little companion was to be put on 
board, his alarm and terror on finding 
himſelf far from the Bank, and borne he 
knew not how over the ſtream, was a ſource 


of 
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of diverſion to the counteſs, and of diſtreſs 
to Phedora, who vainly endeavoured to ap- 
peaſe his fears. But a very ſhort time almoſt 
reconciled him to a circumſtance it was im- 
poſſible to make him comprehend; and 
though he was ſtill rather uneaſy, he watched 
the receding ſtream with an attention that 
marked curioſity not wholly unmixed with 
pleaſure. | 


Phedora reflected on her voyage from 
Skow to Mogiloff; but the country round 
was neither ſo diverſified nor ſo majeſtic as 
Luthuania and Meiſlaw. She had often felt 
much intereſted in the fate of the peaſants 
ſhe had been ſeparated from in the foreſt of 
Minſki : and it had occurred to her that 
the little Alexy had been the innocent means 
of terrifying them all to the ſudden and 
almoſt unconſcious flight in which ſhe had 
ſo far outſtripped her companions ; an event 
ſhe now rejoiced at on her own account, and 
that of the child. 

. Madame 
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Madame Waldowick met her ſuite at the 
appointed place, and entirely refreſhed from 
her former fatigue, immediately ſet out for 
Warſaw, which ſhe reached in a few hours, 
Phedora felt her boſom flutter on beholding 
the place which ſhe pleaſed herſelf with 
ſuppoſing contained a. part of the family 
of Rectzizi, and regarded the cluſtered 
buildings, whilſt ſhe was yet at a ſmall 
diſtance, with as lively a ſatisfaction, as if 
by the force of imagination alone, ſhe could 
| have diicovered the roof that ſheltered thoſe 
revred friends, whom her heart panted to 
recogniſe. 


Some of the domeſtics of the counteſs 
had preceded her to give notice of her ap- 
proach at her own manſion ; far the poſ- 
ſeſſed a magnificent houſe at Warſaw, where 
ſhe lived in a ſtyle of extravagance, few 
even of the Poliſh Nobles choſe to ſurpaſs, 
notwithſtanding their efforts to rival each 


other in abſurd luxuries. 
| On 
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On entering her habitation, ſhe forgot to 
welcome to it the poor neglected Phedora, 
who was, however, too much occupied with 
her own ideas to notice the omiſſiqn of a 
ceremony ſhe had not expected: whilft 
Alexy perfectly carelets of the diflatisfied 
looks of his patrone's, began as uſual to ſeek 
his own amuſement from whatever fell in 
his way that could afford him any. Has 
unconſcious preſumption offended her, and 
Phedora was deſired to take him away, who 
ever delighted to obey this command, led 
him out of the ſtate apartments, and in- 
quired of the domeſtics what corner was to 
be aſſigned to her and her little companion. 
She found their lodging-rooms rather ſupe- 
rior to thoſe they had occupied at Minſki, 
but far from abounding in conveniences ; — 
She took poſſeſſion of them however, with 
ſatisfaction, and almoſt immediately reſumed 
her employment of inſtructing Alexy, 


She was compelled to wait until the pre- 
ſent confuſion was a little ſubſided, and the 
ſervants again ſunk into their accuſtomed 

inactivity, 
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inactivity, before ſhe could venture to truſt 
any of them with the letters of the young 
count Rectzizi, or requeſt. them to learn if 
any part of the family were then at, Warſaw. 
She had not much hope of meeting the 
Baroneſs Hartfen there ; yet ſhe determined 
not to miſs an opportunity of acquainting 
her that ſhe ſtill exiſted, by neglecting any 
means of inquiry that might occur, 


The town was now in a tumult of agi- 
tation, from the ſuppoſition of the Emperor 


of Ruſſia being on the point of viſiting it: 
He was then at Lublin, and Phedora was 
not without a hope that this great man's 
. preſence would draw to Warſaw the Count 
Rectzizi and his lady, if they were not 


already there : the flattering expectation of 
embracing the gentle Ulmeri ; perhaps too, 
of hearing from her the hitherto inexplica- 
ble motive of Caſſimer's ſtrange and un- 
uſual couduct, now wholly filled her imagi- 


nation, and formed the ſubject of her 


dreams. 
| CHAP, 
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& It wounds indce l, 


To bear affrents too great to be forgiven, 


“And not have power to puniſh.“ 


IE the remarkable commotions of the 
Poliſh government at that period, there 
were many to be found, who incapable of 
regarding with intereſt and attention the 
ſcenes that paſſed before their eyes, felt 
themſelves only occupied by the trifles which 
alone could arreſt their obſervation : of this 
number were the Counteſs Waldowick and 
her moſt favoured acquaintance. Their 
wonted parties of infipid amuſement took 
their uſual courſe, and the unlooked for fate 
of a few who had formerly been of their 

ſociety, 
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ſociety, but were become victims to the va- 
rious intereſts they had eſpouſed, was ſpoken 
of with cool unconcern, whilſt the ſame 
emulative rivalry animated their extravagant 
follies, and {till more ablurd ambitions, 


Alexy was now of a ſudden exceſſively 
careſſed by his patroneſs ; he was perpetu- 
ally in her apartment, where he was ſuffered 
to commit all the miſchief his frolics were 
generally attended with, and Phedora no 
longer permitted to check his wild ſallies, or 
teaze the dear little animal with inſtruction, 
She grieved at this repeated prohibition, and 
lamented the conſequences to poor Alexy, 
who though he failed not to diſcover his 
increaſed importance, till evinced for his fair 


friend the tendereſt affection, and would not 


allow her to be abſent from him many 
minutes together. 


At length when a tolerable calm was re- 


ſtored, and the buſtle of an ill- regulated 
houſehold was no longer very ſenſibly felt, 
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Phedora ventured to requeſt one of the 
domeſtics, who appeared attached to Alexy 
and herſelf, to enquire for the Count and 
Counteſs Rectzizi; and gave to his care 
thoſe letters their elder ſon had charged her 
with, to be conveyed to the perſons to whom 
they were addreſſed, and from whom ſhe 
thought it was moſt probable he could learn 
the deſired intelligence. 


The man faithful to his truſt, executed 
her commiſſion with punctuality, though he 
was ſenſible that he hazarded the ſevere diſ- 
pleaſure of his miſtreſs, ſhould this good 
office be diſcovered by her. Phedora learnt 
from what he had collected, that Ulmeri and 
her parents were ſtill at Lublin, whither 
likewiſe thoſe friends. to whom the young 
Count had applied, had flown to behold the 
admired conquerer of Pultowa. She was 
therefore obliged to wait their return with 
what patience ſhe could aſſume ; and grate- 
fully thanking her meſſenger for the aſſiduity 
he had already diſplayed, entreated him to 
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extend his enquiries ſtill further, and endea- 


vour to inform her if Baroneſs Hartfen was 
at preſent in Warſaw : a ſervice he very 
readily promiſed to ſeek an opportunity of 
rendering her. 


Alexy was become the idol of the circle 
that aſſembled at the houſe of Madame 
Waldowick, and though the arch tricks he 
was now encouraged to play, might offend 
a few at whom they pointed, they enter- 
tained and dclighted every one elſe. His 
patroneſs was in raptures at the reputation 
he had acquired ; for by this time, the little 
ſavage of the Foreſt of Minſki was univer- 
fally ſpoken of. Phedora could only grieve 
at the ignorance 1n which the Counteſs choſe 
to retain him; but in ſpite of her ungener- 
' ous precaution, the natural genius of the 
child, his retentive memory, and facility to 
imitate ſounds, aided by the ſtolen aſſiſtance 
of his fair friend, ſoon enabled him to utter 
his wants, and a few of the ideas that inſen- 


ſibly began to unfold themſelves in his mind. 
The 
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The Counteſs was diſpleaſed with his pro- 
greſs in civilization, but fortunately ſhe 
poſſeſſed not the art of forcing back his 
faculties to their former inactivity. 


Alexy now accompanied her when ſhe 
viſited her friends, but he could not be per- 
ſuaded to leave Phedora at home, and when 
Madame Waldowick out of humour at being 
compelled to admit her perpetually into her 
ſociety, once forced him. from her, he loſt his 
vivacity and good temper, and was no longer 
entertaining: from that time ſhe was con- 
ſidered as a neceſſary incumbrance, and 
always attended the child and his ungracious 
patroneſs in their excurſions abroad, and in 
the apartment of the Counteſs at home. 


Madame Waldowick taking a ſudden 
fancy one morning to exhibit poor Alexy to 
a woman of rank with whom [he was ſlightly 
acquainted, immediately ordered her equi- 
page to conduct them to her houſe : upon 
their arrival at it, Phedora who was judged 
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unworthy of the honour of being admitted 
as a gueſt, was ſtationed in an anti-chamber, 
until her little wild friend could no longer be 
pacified without her. 


She withdrew from the crowd of attend- 
ants, who followed her ſteps with eyes of 
curioſity and admiration, and placed herſelf 
at a window which overlooked the court- 
yard gates from which every viſitor entered. 
After gazing ſome time at thoſe who paſſed 
and repaſſed, with ideas however that 
wandered far from the ſpot, her attention 
was attracted by a voice entirely familiar to 
her ear—a voice that made her heart bound 
with a preſage the moſt flattering, and in- 
ſtantly the appearance of Baron Hartfen 
confirmed it. 


He advanced from the ſtreet on horſe- 
back: the window at which Phedora ſtood 
was open, and the eyes of the good Baron 
which {ſeldom overlooked a female form, 


were inſtantly directed to her. He ſtarted, 
and 
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and appeared to diſcredit the evidence of his 
ſenſes, until the joyful expreſſion of her 
countenance, and the inarticulate words the 
addrefled to him, proved that it was indeed 
Phedora Rubenſki. He threw himſelf 
haſtily from his horſe, and flying to the 
window, uttered ſomething which meant to 
convey to her his aſtoniſhment and pleaſure 
at a viſion ſo unhoped for. 


She then found words to enquire for the 
Baroneſs; . and heard that ſhe was {till at 
Bielſk. © But I have,” exclaimed he, 
e excellent news for you my dear reſuſ- 


citated Phedora !\—news that will delight 


you: and though I ardently wiſh to know 
by what means you are reſtored to us, I wall 
not loſe an inſtant in informing you, that 
your good Leuhaupt, and your pretty little 
friend Catharine, are at Warſaw.” 

She claſped her hands in an ecſtacy ſhe 
had no thought of controlling, and uttering 
an exclamation of animated pleaſure, * Oh, 
where—where are they? lead me to them!“ 
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cried ſhe : but immediately recollecting that 
Alexy would be in deſpair at her abſence, 
ſhe added, © I have a little companion in 
misfortune to preſeatto them; another poor 
child, yet more to be pitied than I was, 
when their compaſſion firſt diſtinguiſhed 


I 


me. 
c Whois this?” aſked the Baron, with 
an emotion of ſurpriſe. 


As Phedora was beginning an explanation, 
ſhe was called by the attendants to fly to 


the wild boy, who had put the noble aſſem- 


blage into the utmoſt contuſion, and having 
been checked by Counteſs Waldowick, was 


roaring moſt vehemently for his fair favou— 


rite, who flew to lim in the hope of being 
inſtantly diſmiſſed to appeaſe him in the 
anti- room, when ſhe meant to preſent him 
to the Baron: but contrary to this expecta- 
tion, ſhe was detained by Alexy himſelf, 
who ſeizing her hand with an expreſſion of 
Joy in his countenance, led her up to the 


miſtreſs of the houſe, who to an appearance 
| of 
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of extreme old age, joined an equal diſplay 
of moroſeneſs and ill humour. This turn 
of aſpect not being admired by him, he had 
amuſed himſelf for ſome time with ſtanding 


before her, and making a variety of diſap- 


proving geſtures and grimaces to the great 
confuſion of his patroneſs, and the ſecret 
ſatisfaction of the whole company. 


The Counteſs fearful of being implicated 
in the offence her young favourite was 1ncur- 
ring, had ventured to chaſtiſe him with two 
or three blows, which highly raiſed the in- 
dignation of Alexy, and occaſioned the 
outcry, that had called for the influence of 
Phedora, under whoſe protection he fancied 
he could with impunity renew the attack ; 
and diſtorting his features into ſomething 
like a reſemblance of the object of his ridicule, 
he aped her attitude and motions with ſuch 
a happy ſucceſs, that the old lady at length 
diſcovered the meaning of his ſtrange gam- 
bols, and glancing a look of furious indigna- 
tion at Madame Waldowick, ſnatched up a 
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{mall ſtool that was placed at her feet, and 
threw it at the little mimic. 


Phedora, who had vainly endeavoured to 
prevent the continuation of his offenſive be- 
baviour, ſaw the vindictive intentions of the 
irritated Pole in time to fave her Alexy, by 
darting between him and the threatened 
miſchief, and received a contuſion on one of 
her temples that laid her ſenſeleſs on the 
floor, 


When ſhe recovered, ſhe found herſelf in 


an anti-chamber, attended by Baron 


Hartfen and ſome domeſtics : her head was 


painful and confuſed, and it was ſome. 


minutes before ſhe could recolle& herſelf, 
Her firſt enquiry was then for Alexy, and a 
ſervant informed her that he had been car- 
ried off by the attendants of Counteſs Wal- 
dowick, notwithſtanding his ſtruggles and 
reſiſtance. 


« Be 


6 


PHEDORA. 369 


« Be compoſed, my good Phedora,” ſaid 
the Baron; “ and I will conduct you im- 
mediately to your friends the Leuhaupts : 
I have ſent for a carriage, and I expect it 
every minute.” She eagerly thanked him, 
but continued to expreſs her ſolicitude for 
Alexy, the natural violence of whoſe temper, 
encouraged as it had been by the abſurd in- 
dulgence of the Counteſs, would make him 
outrageous ſhe feared, at their ſeparation. 
Her anxiety for the child even ſuperceded 
the delight ſhe felt at the approaching meet- 
ing, ſo long and earneſtly defired ; and to 
calm her mind, the Baron propoſed. to her, 
that ſhe ſhould enquire for her littis friend 
at the houſe of Madam Waldowick, before 
ſhe preſented herſelf to the Leuhaupts. 


After a ſhort ſtruggle between her impa- 
tience to embrace them, and her attachment 
to poor Alexy, ſhe conſented to the plan, 
and in ten minutes found herſelf at the gates 
of that manſion ſhe had quitted a ſhort 
time before, without the ſmalleſt ſuſpiciow/ 


of the good fortune that awaited her, 
| R 5 She 
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She was admitted with the Baron into the 
preſence of her patroneſs, aſter ſome delay; 
and found her extremely irritated; for her 
features were ſwelled with rage, and her eyes 
gleamed with reſentment. Phedora terrified 
at the portending ſtorm, aſked with an 
humble voice if ſhe might have permiſſion 
to lee Alexy. 


& You have ruined me,” exclaimed 
Madame Waldowick, „in the opinion of 
the firſt woman in Warſaw, by your odious 


_ folly with reſpect to that little deteſtable 


ſavage ! And at the fame time I am to be 
told by this perſon whom you have viciouſly 
ſelected to inſult me for my bounty to you, 
that you are not ſubjected to my power!“ 

« certainly told you the exact truth, 
Madam,” replied the Baron; © but I did 
not conduct my fair friend here to diſcuſs 
that point: it was merely for the purpoſe of 
relieving you from the care of being further 
anſwerable for the blunders of the child, 


whom we are come to claim of you.” She 
appeared 
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appeared exceſſively provoked at the cool 

determination with which the Baron made 

this requiſition, and was on the point of 

giving way to an impulſe of rage, when the 

fear of adding to the portion of ridicule and 

cenſure that already accrued to her from the 

unhappy occurrences of the morning, de- 
termined her to the double effort of ſup- 

preſſing her reſentment, and complying with 

the demand, 


g 


She deſired one of her attendants to pro- 
duce Alexy, and ordered another to fly in- 
ſtantly to the offended lady, and inform lier | 
that the little brute no longer formed a part | 
of her ſuite, but had been expelled the * | 
houſe with all the ignominy he had merited. 


The Baron ſmiled at this forced peace- | 
offering; but as the arrangement had not Ti 
been meant for his ear, he waited in filence *\ my 
the appearance of Alexy, meaning to relieve 
Phedora immediately from the preſence ofone 
who was ſo little calculated as the Counteſs 
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of Waldowick, to ſoothe the pain her coun- 
tenance gave evident ſymptoms of. 


The poor child was at length brought in 
the arms of a domeſtic ; but he could not 
be perſuaded to look up until the welcome 
voice of Phedora caught his attention : he 
then ſprung towards her, and taking faſt 
hold of her hand, expreſſed his joy and 
affection in a burſt of tears, the firft he had 
ever ſhed. She was ſenſibly touched with 
this proof of attachment, and wept with him; 
but obſerving that his looks were directed 
with a mournful air to her temple, which 
was bound up to ſtop the effuſion of blood 
which already had diſcoloured her hair and 
her cloaths, ſhe checked her emotion, and 
ſmiled to re- aſſure him, whilſt her words 
conſoled him, and ſoon converted his appre- 
henſions into unmixed delight. 


The Baron had been much affected with 
their meeting; and now happening to glance 


his eyes on the lady of the houſe, her aſpect 
4 | reminded 
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reminded him that it was highly proper to 
take his leave and remove from her two 
objects ſhe could no longer endure the fight 
of with patience. 


The gentleneſs of Phedora's temper 
prompted her to endeavour at leaſt to ſoften 
the wrath of Madame Waldowick, but her 
efforts were 111-received ; and ſhe then followed 
the Baron tobe conducted to thoſe long-abſent 
friends ſhe ſs ardently wiſhed to embrace. 
Alexy clinging to her with jealous eagerneſs, 
gazed earneſtly at their new companion, who 
wiſhed to divert the emotions of Phedora by 
engaging her to give ſome account of her 
little charge: but ſhe was too much agitated 
to anſwer his enquiries with preciſion, and 
he knew very little of the hiſtory of Alexy, 
when his carriage ſtopt before a houſe he 
announced to be the dwelling of her friends, 
Phedora, trembled, and fickening with ex- 
pectation was darting forward, when the 
Baron entreated her to moderate her impa- 
tience, that he might appriſe the good Leu- 

haupts 
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haupts of her approach, or rather of her 
exiſtence, for they were actually at that 
moment mourning her premature death. 


He then entered the habitation, on which 
ſhe gazed with increaſing palpitation :— 
Alexy not being able to dilcover the cauſe 


of her emotion, partook of the pain ſhe 


ſeemed to feel, and careſſing her fondly, 
uttered in his own half-formed accents, the 
ſentiments of affection ſhe had taught him 
to expreſs. She tried to liſten to him, to 
intereſt herſelf in what he ſaid; but her 
heart was too deeply agitated by the ſcene 
her imagination formed within the walls ſhe 
contemplated, to ſucceed in the attempt. 


It was ſome time ere the Baron re- appeared, 
and he was then obliged to carry her into 
the houſe: on entering it, ſhe loſt the little 
recollection that was left her, and the violent 
ſcreams of Alexy who ſaw her eyes cloſed, 
and fancied ſhe was again to be taken from 


him, brought Mr. and Captain 
Lumerſki 
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Lumerſki haſtily to the door. It is 
Phedora herſelf, exclaimed the good mi- 
niſter: © why did you not inform us of this? 
But great Heaven! in what a ſituation !— 
wounded and dying—-poor girl!“ added he, 
embracing her, whilſt his tears dropped 
upon her pale face, what has reduced thee 
to this?“ 


The Baron endeavoured to remove his 
- apprehenſion, and called to Lumerſki to 
procure aſſiſtance : but he had darted away, 
the moment he had diſcovered in the lifeleſs 


figure preſented to him, the features of 
Phedora. | 


At length her reſpiration returned, and 
ſhe revived without that aid the Baron had 
vainly demanded, and gazing on Mr. Leu- 
haupt with a wild air for ſome inſtants, with- 
out ſpeaking, ſuddenly diffolved in tears, 
and {ob bed out the name of Catherine. 


= 


After 
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After a ſhort interval of confuſed plea- 
ſure, Phedora enquired with more diſtinct- 
neſs for her friend, and the good man left 
her to prepare his daughter for their imme- 
diate meeting. Lumerſki had however, 
already accompliſhed this taſk, and the next 
moment he led her into the room fol- 
lowed by her father : ſhe ruſhed into the 
arms of her long-abſent companion, the 
ſiſter her heart had adopted, and Mr. Leu- 
haupt endeavoured in vain to ſoften her 
tranſports, until by pointing out to her the 
pallid looks of their Rubenſki, her eyes 
dwelt with horror upon the bandage round 
her head, and the marks of thoſe ſtreams 
which - had flowed from it : ſhe tenderly 
aſked the cauſe of all this, and Phedora 
contenting herſelf with remarking that it 
was occaſioned by an accident, extended her 
hand to Lumerſki with an air of friendſhip 


and recognition ; then turning to little Alexy, 


who regarded every one with a very ſolemn 
aſpect, ſhe recommended him to the pro- 


tection of Mr. Leuhaupt, giving him a 


ſhort 
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ſhort hiſtory of their firſl meeting in the 
wood of Minſki, and their ſubſequent fel- 
lowſhip. 


When ſhe had ſucceeded in introducing 
her young charge to the advantageous 
notice of her friends, Lumerſki who appeared 
impatient to be heard, called her attention 
by deſiring to preſent to her his wife. Phe- 
dora looked ſurpriſed, and ſtealing a glance 
at Catherine, diſcovered by the ſmile that 
played upon her features, that Lumerſki 
was the conſtant lover he had formerly ma- 
nifeſted himſelf. He confirmed the ſur- 
miſe, and told her that all his follies had 
been forgiven. © Your dear little friend,” 
added he, even pitied the uneaſineſs and 
remorſe I have been tormented with for 
baving committed them : and now that you 
are reſtored to us, I can even bid defiance 


to the keen raillery of the Baroneſs Hartfen.” 


The Baron ſmiled, and raiſing his ſhoul- 
ders 
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ders expreſſively, ſeemed to intimate he 
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was not himſelf quite ſo courageous. 


Mr. Leuhaupt looking upon his children 
with an air of ſatisfaction, exclaimed, © My 
dear and generous Lumerſki, may the wife 
you choſe regardleſs of the indigence that 
ſurrounded her, reward your diſintereſted 
affection! I have ever found her modeſt, 
gentle, patient and good—may ſhe continue 
to cultivate thoſe virtues which ſo well adorn 
her ſex, and I think you will not repent the 
impulſe that induced you to ſeek her hand.“ 


Phedora then felicitating them all three 
with a delight too potent to be ever feigned, 
withdrew with Catherine, who ſupplied her 
with a change 'of cloaths. Alexy would not 
again be ſeparated from her, and the amiable 
Mrs. Lumerſki, who felt intereſted for his 
deſolate ſituation, ſoon obtained a large 
portion of his regard, by the ſoftneſs of her 
voice and the ſweetneſs of her counte- 
nance. : 
Phedora 
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Phedora was now at leiſure to feel the 
inconvenience of the contuſion his frolics 
had drawn upon her, and after Mr. Leu- 
haupt had examined it at her requeſt, ſhe 
found herſelf obliged to relinquiſh for the 
preſent, the ſociety of her newly recovered . 
friends, to endeavour to loſe in repoſe the 
heavy pain that would no longer ſuffer her 
to look up. 


To induce little Alexy to leave the room, 
Catherine quitted it herſelf, and prevailed 
with him to accompany her; but he con- 
ſented with great reluctance, and when ſhe 
led him to the apartment where the baron, 
her father and her huſband {till were, the 
child could not be amuſed by their united 
efforts, but kept his eyes perpetually fixed 
on the door with a look of 1nquietude and 
uneaſineſs, repeating imperfectly the name 
of Phedora Rubenſk1. 


The Baron charmed with the ſenſibility 
he had diſplayed, careſſed him with great 
fondneſs 
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fondneſs ; and after ſome converſation upon 
the ſtrange circumſtance of his reſidence in 
the foreſt in an abſolute ſtate of nature, 
upon which each one of the party gave a 
ſeparate opinion, Baron Hartfen withdrew ; 
and Mr. Leuhaupt and Lumerſki went out 
upon buſineſs which the appearance of Phe- 
dora had delayed. 


Catherine then left alone with her little 


companion, felt extremely inclined to ſteal 


to the door of her friend's apartment; and 
endeavouring to make Alexy underſtand 
that he muſt be ſilent, ſhe ventured to lead 
him there, and having liſtened for ſome 
time, ſhe hoped from the ſtillneſs within, 
that Phedora was ſleeping: but it now 
required every art ſhe was miſtreſs of to draw 
Alexy away again. 


Atlength however, ſhe ſucceeded in leading 
him to her fitting room, but he ſtill con- 
tinued extremely diſſatisſied, and whilſt ſhe 

was 
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was trying to ſooth him, Caſſimir Rectzizi 
entered. 


After the uſual ſalutations, he enquired 
whoſe child ſhe was playing with: and 
Catherine very much embarraſſed in what 
manner to break to him the diſcovery that 
Phedora ſtill exiſted, heſitated for a reply. 
He had heard the circumſtances of her ſup- 
poſed death very minutely related by Baron 
Hartfen, who had been too much occupied 
with his own regrets, when he firſt met 
Caſſimir at Warſaw, to mils ſo favorable an 
opportunity of bewailing with this young 
man, who muſt he thought feel ſome intereſt 
for ſo amiable a creature, a fate ſo cruel and 
untimely. The effect of his intelligence, 
imparted to him a ſecret which the baroneſs 
had carefully preſerved from his knowledge, 
and the good baron now no longer wondered 
at Ivan's want of ſucceſs. 

The air of deep melancholy which 
Rectzizi wore, was far from prepoſſeſſing 
Alexy 


— 
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Alexy in his favor, who fearing that the 
ſtranger was come to deprive him of his 
friend, as the Baron had done, run to the 
door, and renewed his cries for Phedora 
Rubenſki. Catherine haſtily followed and 
drew him back, but he looked up in her 
face with a mien of entreaty, and pointing 
{till to the door repeated the words. What 
does he ſay?” cried Caſſimir with eager 
emotion, „ who does he aſk for?“ —““ I 
cannot quite underſtand him,” replied ſhe, 


bluſhing at the falſehood ſhe pronounced. 


Alexy then in a fit of impatience, uttered 
the words ſo dictinctly that Rectzizi ſtarted, 
and with a varying cheek exclaimed, © He 
calls for Phedora—our dear ill-fated Ru- 
benſki !” The boy alarmed at his agitation, 
now ſtruggled to free himſelf from the 
diſtreſſed Catherine, when the door was 
opened by Phedora, who had accidentally 
removed the bandage from her temple, and 
being awakened by the blood that trickled 

from 
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from it, had riſen to procure the aſſiſtance 
of Mrs. Lumerſki to replace it. 


She found herſelf extremely faint as ſhe 
entered the room, and unable to articulate, 
pointed to her head to explain her requeſt 
and ſunk upon a chair which was near her, 
without obſerving the preſence of Caſſimir, 
who ſeemed petrified with aſtoniſhment and 
a mixed tranſport of rapture and horror. 


Catherine flew to ſupport her, and anx- 
iouſly deſired Rectzizi to aſſiſt her in binding 
up the wound. Rouſed from his ſtupor by 
theſe words, he advanced haſtily, and with 
hands that ſhook from violent emotion, 
obeyed though with difficulty her directions, 
whilſt ſhe ſuſtained the drooping head of her 
almoſt inſenſible friend. 


Mrs. Lumerſki then in a low voice, con- 
jured him to withdraw for the preſent, and 
ſend her female ſervant to aid her in con- 
dyging Phedora to her apartment. Caſſimir 

ſighed 
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ſighed, but aſſented to this requeſt, after 
having vainly endeavoured to carry off 
Alexy, who importuned the invalid with 
his anxious fondneſs. 


| He left the room without having been 
| | recogniſed by her, in an agony of ſuſpence; 
| and inſtantly quitted the houſe to procure 
| the medical aſſiſtance ſhe appeared ſo much 


„ to require. 


| Having ſent to her a military ſurgeon of 
= eminent ſkill, he walked to and fro near the 
i} habitat ion until Mr, Leuhaupt and Lumerſki 
returned. They greeted him with very 
different ſenſations: the former fearing that 
his renewed addreſſes would ſtagger the re- 
ſolution of his yet irreproachable Phedora, 
and draw upon her the diſpleaſure of her It 
benefactors: for Caſſimir had himſelf related a 
to the good man all that had paſſed at In 


Moſcow 


Lumerſki 
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Lumerſki or the contrary, felt no re- 
juctance to ex pedite by every {ervice in his 
power, the happineſs of his friend, which he 
ſincerely hoped and truſted would now be 
compleated. 


The alarming account given by Caſſimir, 
terrified them both, and as they entered the 
houſe, they affailed the ſurgeon who was 
on the point of quitting it, with te moſt 
hurried and anxious inquiries : he foon re- 
ſtored tranquility however, by giving them 
to underſtand that the apprehenſions of 
Rectzizi were much more acute than the 
occaſion required, 


In a ſhort time Catherine appeared, at- 
tended by Alexy ; and ſhe confirmed the 
aſſurances of the ſurgeon that her friend was 
much recovered. « have left her,” Mrs. 
Lumerſki added, “ that ſhe may repoſe 
without any interruption from this child, 
whoſe affection is too reſtleſs to allow her the 

VOL. 111. 8 quiet 
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quiet at preſent ſo neceſſary: but Martha 
watches by her.“ 

Caſſimir now enquired who this Alexy 
was; and receiving from Mr. Leuhaupt the 
little narrative Phedora had given him, he 
careſſed the boy very tenderly for the attach- 
ment he had fo evidently felt for her, and 
becauſe he was equaily dear to his fair friend. 


Catherine meantime, in compaſſion to the 
ardent inclination he could not conceal, to 
learn ſomething more of Phedora, explained 
to him the manner in which ſhe had been 
reſtored to them, but of the wound (ſhe 
could only inform him 1n her own words, 
that it was an accident, as ſhe had not been 
preſent at the diſcovery the Baron had made, 
of her having received it to fave the unlucky 
Alexy for whom the favor had been intend- 
ed. Lumerſki ſubjoined this account to the 
ſlight one his wife had given; and Caſſimir 
ſhuddered with indignation and horror, upon 
the reflexion which inſtantly occurred, of 
3 what 
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what might have been the extent of the 


miſchief. 


On the following day Phedora was ſo 
much better, that ſhe could enjoy without 
inconvenĩence the ſociety of her friends: yet 
when ſhe regarded with ſatisfaction the good 
Mr. Leuhaupt and Catherine, the idea of 
that excellent woman who had filled the 
ſituation of wife, of mother and of friend, 
with a conduct ſo endearing and worthy of 
admiration, preſſed upon her heart with 
irreſiſtible force. Catherine read in her ex- 
preſſive countenance the regret that occu- 
pied her mind, and eaſily divining the 
cauſe of it, turned with a ſigh which Mr. 
Leubaupt echoed. Lumerſki would not 
however, ſuffer them to dwell long on images 
of ſorrow, and engaged Phedora to relate all 
that had befallen her, which her Livonian 


friends had not gathered from, the Bacon, 
Caſimir, and himſelf. 


S 2 Phedora 
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Phedora, ever willing to gratiſy the 
wiſhes of thoſe ſhe loved, endeavoured to 
arrange in her memory the eventful peregri- 
nations ſhe had gone through; but Mr. 
Leuhaupt kindly delayed the narrative until 
her ſtrength was quite re-eſtabliſhed, and her 
recollection better able to aſſiſt her, than in 
the firſt days of a re union which afſorded 
them all a delight ſo potent. 


Phedora was very thankful for a conſide- 


ration ſhe found extremely welcome ; and it 
was conſented to on both ſides, that any re- 


troſpection ſhould be avoided for a ſhort 


time. 


Alexy was now 1n his uſual ſpirits, and 
with a little aſſiſtance from his beloved friend, 
could make ſome very articulate replies to 


the queſtions his new companions occaſionally 


aſked him; nor did he forget on his part to 
entreat Mrs. Lumerſki to ſing to him, who 
became ſo wonderful a favorite upon her 
good humuured and repeated compliance 

with 
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with this requeſt, that ſhe almoſt rivalled 
Phedora in his eſteem: her father and 
Lumerſki too, received ſome proofs of a 
growing regard, and the boy was ſo much 
pleaſed with his ſituation, that his lively 
activity, by which he generally demonſtrated 
farisfaction, compelled even the ſmiling at- 
tention of Mr, Leuhaupt, 


Baron Hartfen with aſſiduous friendſhip 
called early in the day, to enquire if Phedora 
continued mending ; and having convinced 
himſelf of it by her altered appearance, he 
congratulated her very zealouſly upon the 
termination of her acquaintance with the 
abſurd Madame Waldowick, who had not, 
he faid, received any benefit from her 
publication of the diſmiſſal of poor Alexy, and 
had thought proper to quit Warſaw yet more 
haſtily than ſhe had entered it, 1n a fit of 
mortified vanity, 


Aſter a ſew comments upon the conduct 


of this woman, whoſe actions, whoſe mind, 
83 whoſe 
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whoſe whole exiſtence was governed by 
conſiderations the moſt deſpicably puerile, 
the converſation turned inſenſibly to the re- 
ſidence of Alexy in a deſert place, where they 
concluded he muſt of neceſſity have been ac- 
| cuſtomed to obtain ſuſtenance without aſſiſt- 
| | ance or tuition, and have been indebted moſt 


be wonderfully to inſtinct, for preſervation from 
0 thoſe dangers that ſurrounded him in a variety 
| 
of forms. 


[ Phedora and her friend withdrew from the 
| diſcuſſion, and Catherine in a low voice in- 
| formed her, that ſhe muſt not be ſurpriſed to 
behold another perſon enquiring ſoon after a 
| | welfare fo precious to them all. 


«© Whom do you mean?” cried Phedora 
bluſhing: © ſhall I have the pleaſure of 
meeting my good Ivan here?“ 
| No,“ replied his ſiſter, © he was obliged 
f to quit us at Moſcow, where we learnt your 

} 


unremitting cruelty to him, Be not alarm- 
ed,” 


PHEDORA, 391 


ed,“ added ſhe, © I am not blaming you, — 
but I ſpoke of one more favoured than poor 
Ivan,” 


Phedora replied not, yet her eyes earneſtly 
demanded a confirmation of the ſurmiſes the 
words of Mrs. Lumerſki had given riſe 
59, > 

c I will not teaze you,” continued ſhe 
ſmiling : «© I mean the amiable Rectzizi, 
who yeſterday participated in the delightful 
diſcovery we had fo recently made, and faw 
his dear ill-fated Rubenſki whilſt he was 
lamenting her loſs.” 

« Saw me!” exclaimed Phedora, in a 
tremor, 


Catherine then explained what had paſſed ; 
but her friend could ſcarcely credit that ſhe 
had indeed entered a room where Caſlimir 
Rectzizi was, without being conſcious of his 
preſence. | 
And did he indeed expreſs any 
ſolicitude for the ill-fated Rubenſki ?” ſhe 

aſked 
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aſked in a low but animated tone: Ah, 
Catherine, the laſt time I ſaw him, he ap- 
peared indifferent at beſt, if not diſguſted 
with me.” | 

« I heard of that interview,” replied 
Mrs. Lumerſki : “ he informed me that he 
was very angry with you.” 

« I thought ſo!” exclaimed Phedora : 
«© What had I then done to excite his 
diſpleaſure ?” | 
He {hall himſelf tell you,” ſaid Chathe- 
rine ſmiling: © but now that my father is 
too much engaged to defend you, I ſhall call 
you to a ſtrict account, for not enquiring 
minutely into our deſtiny when you met poor 
Rectzizi at Moſcow.” 

« He would never give me an opportu- 
nity,” replied ſhe, in extreme confuſion : 
« yet I own you appear to have great reaſon 
in accuſing me of ingratitude and a negli- 
gence unpardonable, that I ſuffered him to 
remain ſo long at intervals under the ſame 
roof, without ſeeking in defiance of the 
eagerneſs 


eagerneſs with which he ever fled me, for a. 
more particular information of the ſituation of 
thoſe dear friends who muſt ever retain the 
firſt place in my heart. And now that the 
reproach I have fo juſtly deſerved, is moſt 
bitterly felt, let me not aggravate it, by 
neglecting to expreſs all the intereſt I have 
experienced for the fate of the Stenaus, and 
my wiſhes to hear that they are not un- 
happy.” 

« They are at peace,” ſaid Catherine 
oravely : © they did not long ſurvive their 
anxieties, and thoſe ſeverities Rectzizi could. 
not protect us from,—but huſh !. I am diſ- 
obeying my father's requeſt !”? 

« And could I indeed be fo inſenſible,“ 
exclaimed Phedora, © as to liſten to any 
ſcruples, or think any reaſon a ſufficient one, 


that withheld me from an opportunity of 


commilerating your unhappy deſtiny, though 
I could not alleviate or ſhare it.” 


The tone of regret in which ſhe ſpoke,. 
drew the attention of Mr, Leuhaupt, who» 
S 6. 


called: 
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called upon his daughter to ſpare their little 
friend for the preſent: and whilſt he was 
_ uttering the injunction, Caſſimir Rectzizi 
entered the room, and haſtening to Phedora, 
took her hand, and enquired with eager 
concern if he might congratulate her friends 
upon her convaleſcence. She was unable to 
make any reply, and as her countenance 
varied and was marked with diſtreſs, Alexy 
run towards her and with a look of reproach 
directed to Rectzizi, endeavoured to puſh 
him away, becauſe he regarded his preſence 
as the cauſe of it. The Baron who appeared 
ſingularly pleaſed with the child, caught him 
up in his arms, and a little conteſt enſued be- 
tween them, during which Phedora ſtruggled 
to overcome her emotion, Mr. Leuhaupt 
obſerved it, and addreſſed himſelf to Caſſimir 
to aſſiſt the effort : but his attention could 
not be diverted from the fair object of his 


ſolicitude, and he repeated his queſtion in a 
different form. 
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et J can neither feel illneſs nor inquie- 
tude,” replied Phedora timidly, * 1n the 
ſociety Jam in: and when I have beheld 
the Count and Counteſs Rectzizi, and em- 
braced the good Baroneſs and your amiable 
ſiſter, what can I have further to wiſh ! but 
1 have letters,“ ſhe added haſtily, “from 
the Count your brother, who foreſeeing as 

little as myſelf the happy protection that 

awaited me here, generouſly furniſhed me 
with recommendations not only to his own 
family, but to others who are, I have been 
informed, abſent from Warſaw.” 

© Where had my brother the happineſs 
of meeting you?“ aſked Caſſimir. 

When Phedora had replied, Mr. Leu- 
haupt enquired when he expected his family 
at Warlaw ? 

„I know not,” rephed he; © but I 
ſhould imagine they will be 1n the imperial 
train.” | 

« Phedora,” cried the Baron ſuddenly, 
« you muſt not fail to recollect the claim 


which your little friend Madame Hartien 
S 6 will 
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will make upon you. the moment ſhe arrives 
here: remember the uneaſineſs ſhe has ſuf- 
fered, and reſolve to conſole her, by reaſſum- 
ing the ſituation in our family, from which 


| you was fo fearfully precipitated.” 


Are you already ſeducing my beloved 
companion from me ?” exclaimed Catherine : 


believe, me I will not part with her, and 


1 ſhall have the temerity to oppole my 
wiſhes to thoſe of the Baroneſs, it ſhe ſhould 


have the cruelty to require ſuch a ſacrifice ?” 


-- 


Lumerſki ſeconded this affertion, and 
Caſſimir ſecretly hoped ſhe would ſupport 
it, becauſe he was perſuaded that both 
Catherine and her huſband would favour his 
partiality to Phecdlora, whilſt the Baronels he 
knew, would act in conformity to the incli- 
nations of his mother and the Count. 


Mr. Leuhaupt was filent”; butzobſerving 
the eyes of Phedora turned upon him with 
an air of anxious enquiry, * I am charmed, 
faid he, that the amiable diſpoſition of our 

| little 
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little Rubenſki has ſecured her the friends 
ſhe ſo well merits : for I am ſure ſhe will 
never forfeit their eſteem, and in that caſe I 
am equally certain they will never with- 


draw it from her. Thus when you my, 


good Catharine muſt follow the fortunes ot 
your huſband, and be perhaps unable to 


offer her an aſylum under your roof, becauſe 


you muſt yourſelf quit it, and I, encloſed in 
the grave to which every man of threeſcore 
may conſider himſelf as haſtening, ſhe will 
ſtill} find herſelf. beloved, valued and pro- 
tected. Let us rejoice, my child, in this 
conſideration, and to its influence give up 
all ſelfiſh and momentary gratification,” 


A ſilence of ſome minutes enſued: the 
tears dropped upon the cheeks of Phedora, 


and Catharine could not ſubdue the air of 


diſappointment that ſpread over her features : 
' whilſt the Baron, who had not expected ſo 
ſerious a diſcuſſion, had recourſe to Alexy 
to diſpel the gravity he had unintentionally 
been the cauſe of; and the noiſy mirth and 
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wild merriment of the child reſtored a 
degree of gaiety to every countenance. 
Caſlimir however, underſtood and extremely 
diſapproved the purport of Mr. Leuhaupt's 
ſpeech, yet he was filent ; and when Lumerſki 
was compelled by indiſpenſable buſineſs to 
leave his gueſts, he accompanied him to 
have the conſolation of ſpeaking of Phe- 
dora, and liſtening to every circumſtance of 


her {tory Lumerſki had been able to learn, 


ſince he had parted from her on the bor- 
ders of Luthuania. 


The explanation which had paſſed there, 
and the account Phedora had given of her 
laſt converſation with the altered Rectzizi, 
had been repeated to him by his friend, and 
when compared with the information Caſ- 
ſimir had extracted from the Baron, had 
entirely diſſipated the miſtaken ideas he had 
formed of the enviable fortune of Ivan, and 


explained what had appeared to him ſo in- 


ſulting an avowal of her partiality in his 
favour. Still however, Rectzizi had com- 
plained 
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plained of her want of ſolicitude to remove 
the error he had been led into, when he 
had met her at Moſcow: for he aſſerted, 
that had ſhe felt anxiety for the conduct 
reſulting ſrom it, it would have induced her 
to colour the explanation ſhe wiſhed to pro- 
mote, by ſeeking to converſe with him on a 
ſubject which he knew lay very near her 
heart.—** But ſhe chole rather,” argued 
Caſſimir, * to forego the appearance of the 
ſtrong intereſt ſhe really took in the fate of 
the excellent Leuhaupts, than provide me 


with an opportunity of hearing what would 


have ſubdued all my anger, and ended the 
uneaſineſs that preyed upon my mind.” 


Lumerſki here reminded him, that he 
had induſtriouſly avoided her ſocicty, and 
ſhunned her converlation : a circumſtance 
he could not deny; yet he would not en— 
tirely forgive Phedora for not procuring his 
ſiſter to hint to him his error, which he fan- 
cied ſhe was acquainted with, and till fuf- 
fered him to remain in. But the melan- 
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choly tidings, which ſoon reached hims 
through the Baron, of her ſuppoſed death, 
converted every ſentiment into deep regret, 
and the bittereſt ſorrow ; his only ſatisfac- 
tion then conſiſted in reviewing with Mrs. 
Lumerſki thoſe endearing qualifications their 
lamented Rubenſki had fo eminently poſ- 
ſefled ; and even the prudence of Mr. Leu- 
haupt had no further check to oppoſe to his 
fond and fruitleſs admiration. 


Madame Hartfen had been detained at 
Bielſk by a ſevere indiſpoſition, the conſe- 
quence of her uneaſineſs and regret ; here 
Jalgurouki left her, and joined the Baron 
in Podolia, to whom he related the untimely 
fate of the admired Phedora. The Baroneſs, 
on her recovery, meant to have travelled to 
Warſaw, to fix her preſent reſidence there, 
and meet her huſband, whoſe head quarters 
were then in the capital; but learning from 
him that he had become acquainted with the 
Leubaupts through Lumerſki, who was im- 
mediately under his command, ſhe retracted 


her 
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her intention, becauſe ſhe could not endure 
the ſight of Phedora's friends, who had, ſhe 
ſaid, ſo juſt a right to cenſure her with the 
utmoſt ſeverity. 


This was the ſituation in which Phedora 
found them, when the Baron reſcued her 


from the tyranny of Madame Waldowick: 


and though her appearance gave Mr. Leu- 
\ 


haupt the ſincereſt and moſt animated plea- 


ſure, he felt apprehenſive leſt Caſſimir ſhould 
influence her to diſregard the inclinations of 
the Count and Counteſs Rectzizi, by yield- 
ing to his ſolicitations, which he naturally 
concluded would now be the more vehement 
from the recent anguiſh he had endured for 
her ſuppoſed loſs. Mr. Leuhaupt reſolved 
however, to enforce the wiſhes of Phedora's“ 
benefactors, by his own counſel and oppo- 
ſition to the entreaties of their ſon, however 
painful the taſk, and averſe he might be from 
making two young people uneaſy whom he 
regarded with an affection entirely parental, 
He was ſenſible too, that in acting thus, he 

ſuould 
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ſhould have to combat the opinions of his 
daughter and her huſband, who peculiarly 
feeling the happineſs reſulting from their own 
union, of which the ſincereſt affection was 
the baſis, very naturally found themſelves 
intereſted to promote that of their young 
friends. 
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When Caſſimir ſo eagerly followed Lumer- 
ſki. out, Mr. Leuhaupt very rightly gueſſed 
what would form the ſubject of their conver- 
ſation: he was too juſt to blame with aſperity 
thoſe hopes and thoſe projects he could not 
however approve, but he reſolved to exert 
his utmoſt vigilance to render them abortive. 


His reflections upon this ſubject were ſo 
profound, that he diſtinguiſned not the rio- 
tous frolics of Alexy and his play- fellow the 
Baron, who was ſo much delighted with the 
ſociety he had fallen into, that having length- 

ened his morning viſit beyond the accuſtom- 
ed time, he accepted the invitation of Mrs. 
Lumerſki, and gave up the luxurious indul- 
gences 
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gences of his own table, to partake of her 
more ſober meal. 


When Lumerſki returned home, he Yas 
ſtill accompanied by Caſſimir, and the whole 
party then paſſed the remainder of the day 
together. Phedora forgot all the miſery ſhe 
had endured, in the gentle ſatisfaction that 
ſtole over her heart: and Mr. Leuhaupt in- 
ſenſibly diſmiſſed for the preſent, his ſcrupu- 
lous fes, when he contemplated the happy 
countenances which ſurrounded him. Alexy 
was by no mcar.s the leaſt charmed of the 
ſet : he talked with confuied volubility, at- 
tempted to ſing, and capered with ſuch a 
variety of active geſtures, that the Baron was 
in raptures with the agility and ſtrength he 
exhibited, 


Phedora was called upon to relate their 
firſt meeting, and the mutual ceremonials 
of introduction practiſed by the Minſk1 
foreſters; and having fatisfied the minute 
curioſity of Baron Hartfen, ſhe was then 


compelled 
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compelled to ſing the little Poliſh air, which 
had ſecured her little captive. It was a fa- 
vourite canzonet Ulmeri had learnt of her 
brother Caſſimir, and he could not conceal 
the delight he experienced on hearing it war- 
bled by Phedora; but his tranſports could 
not exceed thoſe of Alexy, whoſe faculties 
ſeemed tuned by nature to an extraordinary 
ſenſibility of the magic of harmonious ſounds, 


© Madame Hartfen will be charmed with 


this child,” exclaimed the Baron, turning to 


Phedora. 

ce J have likewiſe thought ſo,” returned 
ſhe : “ but when am I to be ſo happy as to 
embrace the dear the amiable Baroneſs - can 


you not inform me?“ 
« I did intend,” ſaid he, © to ſurpriſe 


you by preſenting her to this good family 


without any previous notice; but as you 
attack me ſo directly upon this point, I be- 
lieve I muſt diſcloſe to you that. I ſhould not 
be much aſtoniſhed to ſee her at Warſaw to- 
morrow night, or the day following : for I 
. ſent 
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ſent the intelligence that will give her ſuch 
infinite ſatisfaction the moment I diſcovered 
it myſelf indeed before I quitted the houſe 
where my good deſtiny directed me fo fortu- 
nately, to find you: and you are, my pretty 
Phedora unluckily too well convinced of her 
impetuoſity in travelling, not to be perſuaded 
that no obſtacle will prevent her from preſſing 
forward night and day to be aſſured that my 
information is not fiftitious—though I took 
the precaution to ſend upon this miſſion, one 
of my attendants who had beheld you as well 
as myſclf.” | 

« And ſhall I indeed ſee her fo ſoon!” 
exclaimed Phedora : * misfortune * 
now no longer purſuing me —. 


A ſigh from Rectzizi checked her effuſion, 
and the good of which ſhe was boaſting ſeem- 
ed imperfect, ſince he could not take an 


equal ſhare in it. 


* 
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MYSTERY gr. THE BLACK TOWER, 


It appears eſſential to Romance, that the ſcene it deſcribes 
ſhould either be remote from the times in which we live, or 
the people with whom ve cenverſe. The firſt of theſe rules 
has been obeyed by Mr. Palmer, and he has thrown his 
{cenery back into the reign of Edward the Third, an era of 
Chivalry and warlike enterpriſe perfectly favaprable to his 
deſign, His conception of the ſubject is, in other reſpects, 
ſuKciently juſt : and, by the introduction of a fa&icious 
Welch Squire, he has enlivened the ſolemnity of his graver 
ſcenes, with occaſional flaſhes of humour, 


The Romance is certainly executed with ability, and diſ- 
covers ſuch talents for that ſpecies of compolition, as may be 
ſaid to merit the protection of the Public. 
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